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SIR, ' :.i^# 

HShou'd injure Your 
Royal HiGHNESSj 
if I imagined You 
wanted any Convi(3ion thefe 
Papers can afford. But if 
A 2 my 
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my mean Abilities can con- 
tribute any Thing to the 
Service of Religion, it be- 
comes an Offering due to 
Your Royal Highness, 
from the Charailer in which 
I have the Honour to ferve 

You. 

The Qergy would efteem 
themfelves happy, if Argu- 
ments on the Subjedl here 
treated were every where as 
imneceflary, as they are in 
Your Royal Highnesses 
Court. With much greater 
Satisfadion We fhould exer- 
cife our Miniftry in explain- 
ing 
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ing the Do6lrines, recom- 
mending the Duties, and en- 
forcing the Motives of the 
Gofpel. When the Founda- 
tion of a true Faith may ge- 
nerally be prefumed, Thefe, 
we know, are the proper Su- 
perfl:ru6ture we fhould build 
upon it ; the ordinary Chri- 
ftian Food of which we arc 
appointed Stewards and Dit 
penfers. But when Poifbns 
are difperfed among our Peo- 
ple, and laid in every one's 
Way, our Office will require 
us to provide Medicines as 
well as Meat, and fupply 
them with Antidotes equal 

A3 to 
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to the Danger. When th^ 
Grounds of our Religion 
are openly attacked; when 
the Authority on which its 
whole Obligation depends is 
difputed, and Infidelity is 
prevailing a§ a Fafhion, fome 
at leaft among us may ap- 
pear properly employ'd in 
repelling the Enemy. Your 
Royal Highness, we are 
affured, wiflies Succefs to 
every Hand engaged in this 
Service, and we Blefs GOD 
for the Influence of Your 
great Example in promo- 
ting it. 



y^ f 
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"We follicite not the G)un- 
tenance of the Great, or the 
Afliftance of Authority, from 
any Diftruft of our Caufe, 
or our Abilities to defend it. 
Our Cauie is the Caufe of 
GOD and his CHRIST, 
againfl which the Gates oj 
HeU JhaU not prevail: Nei-? 
ther will the Labours of the 
Clergy be wanting in a juft 
Defence of it, And if Pro- 
vidence fhould call us to 
that Trial, we are prepared 
to fufFer for it, as our Pre- 
deceflbrs have done. But 
we may obferve to Your 

A 4. Royal 
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Royal Highness, and all 
who are in Authority, that 
Our Religion is a Part, and a 
itioft valuable Part, of our 
Legal Properties. We may 
obferve the Tendency of thefe 
Attempts, to unfettle Mens 
Minds from the Principles 
and Belief of all Reveal'd 
Religion ; and leave every one 
to purfije what each lliall 
thiimfitto call the Dilates 
of his natural Reajon, We 
may obferve what Confufion 
thefe licentious Notions muft 
produce, what EfFe<3s they 
muft have on Morality, civil 
Peace, the Security and In- 
fluence 
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flueivee of Government it- 
felf. Publick Wifdom may 
furely be permitted, with- 
out the Imputation of unrea- 
fonable Severity, to reftrain 
Men from thus fcattering Ar^ 
r&wsy Firehrandsj and Death 
amongft us. His Sacred Ma- 
jEsxr will, we doubt not, 
iapply Remedies agreeable to 
His Wifdom, and refcue Him- 
felf and Your Royal High- 
ness, from the terrible Pro- 
f^di of governing a People 
without any Religion, 

We 



% The Dedication. 



W E acknowledge, with 
humble Gratitude to GOD 
and His Majesty, the 
ProtedHonour Eftablifliment 
enjoys under His gracious 
Adminiftration ; and rejoice 
in <the Hopes Your Virtues 
give us, that this Bleffing 
will be farther continued and 
confirmed to us and our Po- 
fterity^ 

That the Dew of divine 
Benedidtion may defcend on 
Your Royal Highness's 
Perfon and Family ; That 
the Wifdom of GOD may 

dired 
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dircd, his Power preferve, 
an4 the Graces of his Holy 
Spirit adorn You with ev^- 
ry good and perfeft Gift^ 
is the daily Prayer of our 
Church, and ofFer'd lyith un^ 
feign'd Sincerity, 



By 



Your Royal H i g h n e s s*s 



Moft Dutiful 



Servant and Chaplain, 



John Rogers. 
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THE 

PREFACE. 



HIL E the following 1>if- 
courfes were in the 'Prefix 
I received a defence of the 
Dilcourfe of the Grounds 
9 and Reafons, ^c. intitkd 
The Scheme of Literal Prophecy confi- 
der'd, {5f. In my fifth Sermon I occa- 
fionalfy dijpute one "Point with the Au- 
thor of the Grounds and Reafons, ^c. 
viz. Whether the Miracles of Chrijl 
dnd his Apoflles ire Jo ufeleft an Evi- 
dence, as he fretends, in our Enquiry 
■whether Jefus Chrift was the Mejpah 
foretold to J and exfeBed by the Jews : 
And I vaat willing, in fuch a Jhort 
Vieiu 
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Pfcw as the Time fetmittedj to ob/ehvi 
bow far any Thing fuggefted by this new 
Tiecej affeSied my Way of Reafoning on 
that §lueftion. 

i confe/sj t eonjlder^d that Author 
as arguing under the Terfbn of a Jew, 
who acknowled^d the Expectation of a 
Meffiahj founded on fome preceding Tre- 
dictions J but denfd that Jefiis Chrift 
had produced fufficient Evidence of his 
being that Terfon. On this Suppojitioh 
I ebferved^ 

1^% That the Nature of the Thing, 
requires that this Terfbn (hould appear 
to be fentj or raifed up, by Godj of 
which Miracles are the moft mquejiion^ 
able Troof that could be given^ 

2^y, Trom fiveralTaJfages intheGo/l 
pels^ I obferv^dj that the Jews expeHed 
their Mejfiah Jhould be dijiinguijh^d by 
the Tower of working Miracles j as d 
propheffd Tart of his Character. To 
which T laces we may add^ * What Sign 

? Joto vL 30, ji< 

Iheweft 
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flieweft thou that we may believe? What 
doft thou work? Our Fathers did cat 
Manna in the Wildernefs. Where they 
plainly challenge Chr'tfi to prove himfelf 
like to Mofes (as he had foretold the 
Mejiah Jhould be) by performing fome 
Miracle^ equal to that of Mofes, in gi* 
ving their Fathers Manna from Heaven. 
To them therefore Miracles were a fpeci^ 
jkk Evidence J without which no one cou'd 
be acknowledged as the Mejftah, This 
Argument^ indeed^ proves only^ that Mi' 
racks were efteemed by the Jews a necef. 
fary Mark of that Terfon whom they 
expeSled. What Authority the Jews 
had far this Ex^eetation^ is another In" 
quiry. That they grounded it on prece- 
ding *Prophecies^ cannot be deny'd : And 
if they truly underftood thofe Tropbecies^ 
then the Qonclufion goes farther^ and the 
Miracles of Jefus are one Evidence^ that 
be was a 'Perfon long before foretold $ 
«nd give aU the Tefiimony to him that a 
prophefy'd QharaSler^ the leaft capable of 
keing counterfeited <f any^ cou^d give. 
And the Generality and Firmnefs of the 
£xpe£lati9n itfelf^ affords a probable 

Argu^ 
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Argument that It was deduced from fomi 
autbentick Exjpojition of the Trofhecies. 
This is a way of reafoning ufed in other 
hiftorical Inquiries^ and allowed to have 
Weighty where the Matter will admit 
it J and ^tis not plainly contradiiied hy 
any preceding Tejiimony. 

But the Perfon of the Jew feems now 
to be dropfd^ and we are taught y that 
no Juch Character as a MeJJiah was fore^ 
told in any of the ancient Trophecies: 
jindj to cut off all Argument from the 
general Expectation of fitch a Terfon 
prevailing among the JewSj ^tis averr^d^ 
\ that this Expectation was no earlier 
than in or about the Time of Jefus. 

Biit^ in the frjl Tlace^ how does this 
Gentleman prove it no earlier ? Why he 
affirms it ; and there remaining to us no 
Jewifh Writers forfome Ages before j he 
is very fure we cannot produce any that 
mention it. But Jince all the Jewijh 
Writings about that Time mention itj^ 

f» . ■ ' . • * 
Scheme of Literal Prophecy confidcr'd^8p^. Cap. L 

with< 
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without the leaji Intimation of its No" 
"beliy^ or djfigning any Author from whom 
it ^as lately derived j or any ^ate of its 
Commencement ; this is a fair Trefump^ 
tion that the Rife of it was much older ^ 
and beyond Memory at that TimB. And 
Jince thii ExfeSldtioH wis profejfedly 
founded OH the prophetick PTritingSj the 
Exfoftion of tbofb fVritings^ from which 
it arofej mujl havh been as old as the 
Expectation / and may^ with ^rohabili- 
ty^ bi thought to have defcended doivn 
fyom the prophet ick Age^ tho^ ^twas more 
generally attended to neat the time of 
Jefas. ^ This Gentleman would difpd^ 
rage this Way of arguing^ as no betttt* 
thaH the Taj^ijis Method of prOting 

. * The Expefiation of a MeiEah, as fJ^unded oh tlie 
PiophetSy appears not only from the Gofpcls, but from' 
the olddH Rabbinical Books, the Targufns o{ Jonathan 
and Onkihs; the ibrmer, accordins; to the Jews, was, 
irrote before Chrilly and the latter won after. *Tis pie- 
ttnAedj indeed, that thde ar6 later,* , 

andnmch t interpplaied : Bntif they pl^^g^f Jif^ 
ire intiftoUtid, it muft have been ^'^^^ ^' ^'/^ 
done by the Jews^ in whole Hands they were, for ttie 
carlT Chriftians do not appear to have known them : 
And 'tis hot prebabYe,' die tews would interp<ikte Ac* 
knowledgments fo much in Favour of Chriftianity, af 
that any of the Pioph^es r^err'd to by Chrifl or hir 
Ajpnass did really relate to the Meffiah. 

* 2 Tranfubi 
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* Tranjubftantiationj who heginning ai 
the Age in which it was frofejfhdly 
taught J f re fume thence backwards en a 
Tradition from the Jpofiles. But he 
will perceive a great 'Difference between 
them^ when he obferves^ that the 'Prth 
tejiants Jhew a continued Succejj^on of 
Chriftian Writers, thro' feveral Centu- 
ries after the ApftleSj who exflain the 
Words of Chrift in the Infitution of the 
Eucharift in a figurative Senfe, as we 
do s which proves, not only that Tran- 
fubpantiation was not the 'DoStrine of the 
Chriftian Church in thofe Jges, but that 
the 'DoHrinej which we affirm in o^pfl- 
tion to it J was. Nay, we can affign the 
Time when, and the Terfons by whom 
the 'DoBrine of Tranfubftantiation was 
firft fublifl)' d, viz. by John Damafcene in 
the Eaft, and by Pafch. Radbertus in the 
Weftern Church, Here the Tradition it- 
felf is diffrovedj and not merely by Si- 
lence, but byfofttive Evidence, Let this 
Gentleman then tell us, by whom the Ex- 
gestation of a Meffiah wasfrft ^ublifhU, 

f Page <JS, * 
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Let him produce a Succeffion of Jewijh 
Writers J antecedent to the Time In which 
he allows that ExfeSiatlon to have /rr- 
vairdy contradicting Itj and the Inter^ 
fretatlons of the Trophets on which It 
was founded: This will be fomethlngto 
his Turfofe : But Jince he cannot fro^ 
duce one J a wide difference muji be ae^ 
knowledge d between thefe Cafes ^ In the 
"t^ery Tolnt of Argument ; and therefore 
k Varlty of Reafon cannot lie from the 
dne to the other. But were the Tradi- 
tion in both Cafes upon an equal Foot i 
yet the different Charatier of the 7)oc^ 
trlnes deftro^s all Comparlfm between 
them. The one is fo evident a Faljhood^ 
that it cannot^ upon any Tradition^ be 
admitted as the intended Senfe of Words ^ 
which we acknowledge to have been du 
vlnely injplred. But this Author will 
never prove It equally imfoffblCj that the 
Trofhets Jhou^d intend the Senfe in which 
^ Jews underftood them^ and from 
which they derived their ExpeStation 
of a Mtfftab. 



ft 3 
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J^ut fuppofe this general ExpeStatioH^ 
and the Exfofition of the Prophets from 
which it was derived j did obtain no ear-- 
Her than he pretends. Is it imfoffible 
that a Trofhecy which was not under^ 
flood before^ fl:>oi^d begin to be underflood 
then ? Many Reafl^ns might be given^ 
why divine fVifdom floou^d chbofe to deli^ 
ver Trochee ies inflame Obfcurity. From 
this Gentleman^ s way of reafl)ning I may 
fliggefl one. Wherever he apprehends a 
prophecy to be plain j he immediately re^ 
je6is it as a Forgery. Thus he tejeSis 
the Book of Daniel, becaufe it fpeaks of 
Matters of Fa£l, in the way of ProphC'* 
cy, with the Clearnefs of Hiftory ^. 
And thinks^ the clear Reference in it to 
Alexander the Great, does itfelf evince 
that 'twas compofed after the Conquefts 
of that "Prince f • And in another ^lace 
he tells us^ The Punftuality of the Tre^ 
diSlions in itj lb uncommon to Prophe- 
cies, can be owing to nothing but the 
Time of its Compofition ; when the Au* 

:_ *Pa6-H3- t Pag. 431, 

ther 
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thor could very cafily place the Things 

he treated of, in the Order of Time in 

which they happened ^. If Tun£fuality 

and Clearnefs are fuch certain Marks 

that a Trofhecy is /puricus^ we tnuft 

confefs it agreeable to the fVifdom of Godj 

to involve what he intended to be re* 

ceiv^d as a realj genuine Trophecy^ in 

fuch f Qbf.urity as might fecure it from 

fo infuperahle a Sufpicion of Impofture. 

But then J it feemSj if the Trophecy is 

thus obfcurCj it has no Meaning j and can 

Jignify nothing at all. But if it be pof^ 

Jible for the Spirit of God to deliver Fro^ 

fhecies v^'fth fome certain Meanings and 

every Prophecy muft be obfcurCj to gain 

it the Credit of being a real Trophecy^ 

then God may deliver an obfcure ¥ro, 

phecy with fome certain Meaning. And 

if it be obfcure J it may not be prefentty 

underfioodj but lie d long Time in the 

♦ Pag. 147- 

t The Right Reverend the Biihop of Litchfdd at^d Car 
w»*r/s Defence, &c p 407, Q^ feq. has Ihewn from the 
Prophets themfclves, Declarations that feveral of their 
Piophecies were dark and uwintclligiblc, and wqrc to con- 
tinue fb, till about the Time of their Completion ; and 
that God purpofely conceal*d his Meaning in ambiguous 
and figurative Rxprcflions. 

a 3 dark. 
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dark. But when the Completion of it 
draws near^ it is very reajbnable to 
imagine^ that the Trovidence of God 
Jhou^d prepare Men for it by a greater 
Attention to the Trophecy s that it Jhou^d 
appear in more Light ^ and raife Jiicb 
ExpeEiations^ as might difpofe Men to 
acknowledge the Events when fufilled. 
Suppojing then^ not granting^ that the 
Expediatton of the Jews^ and the Ex^ 
pofitions of the Trophets on which if 
was founded J were no older than this 
Author pretends / yet it cannot be thence 
inferr'^dj that thefe Expofitions were not 
agreeable to the real Intention of the 
^ropheciesy but the Trefumption will ra- 
ther lie on the other Side. 

The T)eclarations of later Jews, when 
they affirm the ExpeHation of a MeJ^ 
Jiah as foretold by the Trophets, are 
treated by this Gentleman as very in^ 
confiderable Evidence i tho^ great Strefs 
is laid by him on 'a Jingle Authority ^ 
dijbwning^ or even doubting of it. Thus 
"^^K.^Md's Opinion^ that no Mejfiah 

* Page 44, ^5, 
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was foretold befide Hezekiah, is introdu^ 
ced with fomfous Encomiums on his Cha-^ 
raster. And fome others are Jiippofed 
to have approved his DoStrine (tho^ they 
profefs^d the contrary to it) becaufe they 
did not ^ excommunicate, or deem him 
an Apoftatc. Hillel, he faySj lived in 
the third Century j when more than two 
hundred Tears Experience might well 
have convinced him of the ^Difficulties^ 
which he and his Brethren laboured 
under J in dijputing with the Chrijlians ; 
while they acknowledge dj that the ^ro^ 
phecies appeafd to did really j in their 
original Intention j relate to a future 
Mejpah. And is it any Wonder j that 
a zealous and obftinate Jew Jhould be 
driven J as the laft Refuge of a dejperate 
CaufCj to cut the Knot which he cou^d 
not untie J and deny their Traditions ^ 
when he could not otherwife anjwer 
the Chrijiian Arguments from them? 
Or that the good Intention of the Expe^ 
dient Jhould procure him Excufe from 
his Brethren J tho^ they could not agree 

T Pag- aj- 
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in Sentiments with him ? This Terfon 
is the firfl Inftance produced, of any 
Rabbi declaring for th\s Opinion ; neir 
ther does he appear to have had many 
Followers. The general Stream of Jew- 
ilh Writers J . both before and after him^ 
frofefs the ExpeBation of a Meffiah^ as 
fgretold in the ancient Trophecies i nay^ 
in moft of the fame Trophecies which 
Chrtft and his Apoftles had appealed to,. 
And theirTeJiimony is of the more PFeighf 
in this C(nfe^ becaufe they may be fup^ 
pofed unwilling JVitnejfes. Nothing but 
a firm Convi0ion^ that thefe Traditions 
were derived down to them from un^ 
quefiionable Authority^ co^^d have indu:- 
ced^th^ to give their Adverfaries thq 
Advantage of them. And this Trefump^ 
fion is all we have Occafion to infer fron^ 
their Tefiimony. For J confefs^ I do not 
think the Concurrence of the Rabbinical 
IFriterSj how general foever^ inthetrar 
ditionary Application of a Trophecyj will 
^mount to a necpflary Proof fhat ^tif t^u^ 

Wot 
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For the ConviSiion of a Jew, theft 

Traditions may properly be urg^dj as 

[Arguments upn Cpncejpon. And fine e^ 

both the Difcourfe of the Grounds and 

Rcafons, ^c. and the T)efince of it in- 

fiftj wttk much Triumph J on any Taf 

fage in thefe Writers^ which either in 

general difowns the VrediStion of a Mef 

fiah in the ancient Scriptures ^ or denie^ 

the Relation of any particular Prophecy 

to him i thefe Suggeftions are fairly re^ 

futedj by Jhewing that they contradiSi 

the general Current of Jewifh Tradi^^^ 

tion. We may hence alfo farther obm 

fervcj that the Applications of the an^^ 

cient Prophecies to a future Mqfiah^ 

whence Chrift and his Apoftles argue^ 

were not Inventions of their own to 

ferve a prefent Turnj hut agreeable tg 

the received Sentiments of that Nation. 

And fince thefe Traditions muft have ob^ 

gained fome confiderable Time before the 

Birth of Jefus, and no T>ate can be 

fixed for their Commencement j it is a 

probable Conclufion that they were dcr 

rived down from the Trophetick Age. 
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In explaining the Thrafeohgy of the fa^ 
cred Writers J the Peculiarities of their 
Stile J the Cujioms they often refer tOj 
and the ufual Signification of certain 
Types and Emblems in the Trophetick 
Language J the Remains of Jewifh Tra^ 
dition tranfinitted to us in the Rabbi* 
nical Books^ and ejpecially the earliejl 
of them J are certainly proper Helps j and 
Jbme of the bejl we have. But tho" the 
AJJlfiances we receive from them be ve^ 
ry great J and give both Light and 
Strength to the Evidences of Chriftiani* 
tjij and particularly in its Appeal to the 
ancient Prophecies ; yety with nil Sub- 
mijfion to better Judgments^ I neither 
conceive the Arguments arijing from 
them ftrong enough to Jiand fingty by 
themfelves^ nor fo abfolutely necefary^ 
but that our Conclufion might be proved 
without them* 

The Miracles wrought by Chriji and 
his Apofilesj I contend to be a clear ^ di- 
re5i Troof of their Mijfion from God^ 
and confequently they afert the Authority 
4^ divine Tefiimony to their Application of 

the 
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« 

fhe ancient prophecies. I fropofi not 
this Way of Reafonimg as any Thing 
new i ^tis obvious enough^ and was ex^ 
cellently and fully urged by the Right 
Reverend the Lord Bijhof of Litchfield 
and Coventry in his vi'^ Chap, to which 
his Anfwerer has given^ in my Opi^ 
nion^ a very injufficient Reply. Injiead 
of refuting his Arguments^ which be 
ought to have done if he cou^d^ he has 
only produced the AJfertions of fome learn- 
ed Men J that an- Att eft at ion from the 
Trophets is necejfary to/upport the Tre- 
tenjions of our Lord to the CbaraSfer of 
the Mejpah ; we own it ; and infft 
that the Miracles of Chrift and his Apo- 
ftles lead us neceffarily to the Acknow^ 
ledgment of Juch an Atteftation. Here 
are Trophecies appealed to^ in Troof 
that Jefus Chrift was a Terfon ancient^ 
ly foretold by the Spirit of God^ under 
the CharaBer of a Meffiah^ a great 
Trophet who Jhou^d come. Upon this 
a G^ueftion arifes^ whether thefe Tro^ 
phecies had^ in their fir ft Intention^ any 
Relation to fuch a Ter/bn ; and what 
fetter Troof can be given or required 

*■ t'- ' • ' , - y% 
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of fuch Relation J than the Affirmation 
iff fhe fame Sprite who is fufpofed to 
have dictated the Tropbecy ? The 4r^ 
gument in Form is thisj 

fFhat God affirms to have been in* 
tended by his Spirit in any Trophecy^ 
that certainly was intended in it : 
But 

God affirms J, that in the "Prophecies 
apply^d by Chrift and his Apoftles^ his 
Spirit intended^ to foretell a IdeJ/lah. 
Ergo, 

The Minor is proved thfiSj, 

What a Terfon or Tefjbns^ proved 
to be injpired by Godj affirm j that God 
affirms : But 

Chrift and his Apoftles are proved to 
be injpired by God^ and affirm^, thap 
^n the Trophecies which they apply j the 
Spirit intended to foretell a ' Meffiah^ 
fej'go, ^c. 

K 

Fof 
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Por Troof of the Infftration bf Chrijt 

and his Afojiles^ we affeal to the Mi-' 

rutcles wrought by them^ the tnoft unex^ 

ceptionabU Evidence any Terjon can give^ 

that he is fent by Godj andjpeaks with 

his Authority. I can ferceive no 2)^- 

feii in this Argument ^ and think it not 

' the worfe for being ^lain and Jhort. 

If it be jhewn imfoffible for the Tro^ 

fhecy to have had fuch Intention, it is 

confefs^d Miracles will not frove it, be^ 

caufe Miracles cannot frove an Imj^of 

Jibility : But if, ufon any fojfible Suf^ 

foftionj the Trofhecy might have fuch 

Intention , the Jjffertion of a Terjbn^ 

whofe MiJJion from God is attejied by 

Miracles J is a jufi Vroof of Jiich Inten-^ 

tion. That Hisfojfible to underftand the 

Trofhecies in ^ejiion with fuch Inten- 

tion appears, becaufe they have been and 

arefo underjiood, both by Jews and Chri^ 

Jiians s and the Author of Grounds and 

Reafons finds fuch Intention ajferted by 

probable Arguments at leaft, arifing from 

the Matter, the Exfrefions, and Cir^ 

fumfiances of the Trojfkecies themfePves^ 

and 
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and Traditions J whofe Beginning cannot 
be affigf^dj affirming it. The T>ijpute be^ 
tw£e$i him and his Adverfaries is notj 
fo far as I apprehend^ whether it be 
poffible the Trophecies might have fuch 
Intention^ but whether fuch Intention 
can be made to appear to any one in* 
dined to contejl it ; and when the In^ 
tent ion is affirmed by a Terjon^ who gtvei 
the beft Evidence of his Injpiration that 
can be given, I think the ^ejiion iJ 
fairly decided by divine Authority. 

This Gentleman feem^dy as I obferved 
beforCy to ajfume the Terfon of a Jew, 
one who own^d the Injpiration of the 
ancient Tf^ophecies ; and agreeably h& 
tells us J that we ought regularly to be 
firji Converts to Judaifm, and then pro^ 
ceedj upon the Principles of that Reli- 
gion^ to examine the Evidences of the 
Chriftian. In debating this ^ejiion^ 
therefore^ I Juppofed his ObjeSiions id 
ChriJTs Allegations of the ancient Tro^ 
phecies to have been made by a Jew, and 
objervcj thatj having from our Lord^s 
Miracles the famt (I might fay greater} 

Reai 
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tteapm to believe that God ^ake fy 
Chrift, as he had to believe that God 
/pake by the Prophets \ He had the fame 
(or greater") Authority for the Exf(h 
fitioit or Application of the Prophecies^ 
as he had for the Prophecies themfelves. 
But the Argument will equally conclude, 
if we change the Perfon to a Gentile* 
For fuppofe a Gentile, upon the Sight 
or JJfurance of ChriJPs Miracles j to 
have been convinced of his MiJJhn from 
God i as the Confiderer of the Scheme 
of literal Prophecy, ^c. acknowledges 
he might be. He tells us^ that ^Had 
Jefus Chrift come as a Perfon fent with 
a new Revelation from God, and per* 
formM Miracles as Credentials of his 
Miflion, he wouM have had a Right to 
have been attended to, and tryM upon 
that Foot ; and if no internal Objeflion 
had appeared againft bis ^oSlrinej his 
Miracles ought to have determined Men 
to liave believM oa him. Well then s 
this Convert finds Jefus to have affn^ 
med the CharaSier of the Mejfiah, a 

♦ JW, J 1 1, 
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fPerJbn fupfofed io be foretold ih the 
Jewifh Trofhets. Wi acknowledge it 
requijitej that this Claim JhoU^d appear 
duly Jkpported; and are at Liberty to 
fuppofej that no Contradiction to ahy 
IProphecy is aj/ign^dj in Dijproof of this 
Claim i but that the ^ejiion lies before 
him J under the Difficulties fuggefted by 
our modern Obje6lors. Seviral Trophe^ 
cies are appeaPd ttij as predidting this 
Meffiah ; and are dcknowUd^d by the 
Jews to have had that Intention : Bat 
when he comes to examine thefe 7ro^ 
fheciesj we will fuppofe (with all the 
Avdantdge to the Ob^e6tori that mdy 
be) that he finds no clear exprefs Men^ 
tion ofjiich a Terfon^ but thatfuch In* 
tention is colleSted only from fome ob^ 
fcure Tajfa^es^ or from fome typicalj 
allegorical^ or fecondary Senfe of the 
Words. In Jhortj that it does not ap* 
pear to him from the Words t hem fe Ives ^ 
that either the Jews, or Chrifi^ had any 
certain indubitable Grounds for fuch Ap^^ 
plication. Suppofe all thisj I fay / yet 
when he obferves the Ground he already 
fiands on J that he hdi the fulkfi Troof 

that 
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that can be given ^ that Jejus Chrift^ 
who affirms this Exfofition^ is a Ter^ 
fon fent by Gody and who Jpeaks with 
his Authority J might he not juftly ar^ 

gue thus ? . " // is not impoffible^ but 

" the divine Wifdom might intend to dt* 
^' liver thefe "Prophecies with fome Ob- 
" fcurity y nay^ there are obvious Rea^ 
^' fons which might induce him to do Jo. 
" God certainly knows ^ whether he in^ 
" tended thus to forefignify this Event 
" or not. If he affirms the Intention^ 
" can I difpute his Authority ^ and 
" tell him he did not intend it ^ And 
** fince the Miracles of Chriji give me 
*' the utmoji JJfurance of his divine 
" ^iffionj what he declares^ God de^ 
" dares y and I can no more doubt the 
" Truth of his Expfition^ than I can 
" doubt the Veracity of God'^'^i No in- 
ternal ObjeBioUy but a manifefi ImpoJ^ 
fihility in the AJfertion^ can invalidate 
this Reafoning ; and Jucby I prefume^ 
will not be produced. But till it ii 
produced^ this Gentleman muji be con^ 
tented to retraa alfo his ^ Tarallel 

t Page ii6. 
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between the Papifts Troof of Tran/ub* 

JIantiation by their Miracles j and our 

Troofof the Intention of rA^ JewiQi Tro^ 

fhecies from the Miracles of Chrifl. For 

TranJUbfiantiation is a T)o£irine incapa^ 

ble of being proved by Miracles ; Jo 

manifejl a Faljhood mujl overbear the 

utmojl Evidence that can be produced 

for In/piration. But the Cafe is quite 

otherwife here. The Toint in ^ejiion 

is J whether an ancient Trophecy^ fup^ 

pofed to have been dictated by the Spi* 

rit of God J was intended to prefignify 

a Mejflahj or not. It is dijputed pro 

and con by probable Arguments ^ arijing 

from fuch Lights and Circumjiances^ 

as are ufually calPd in to illuflrate an^ 

cient obfcure Writings : And we think^ 

the greater Weight of thefe Arguments 

is with us. But fuppofing the Ballance 

only equal J or even inclining againfi us > 

yet when we have the befi Troofj which 

in the Nature of the Thing can be gi^ 

ven us J that God himfelf affirms the 

Intention we contend for^ the Scale is 

turned with Jo vafl a Treponderancy^ 

as leaves no farther Room for T)oubt. 
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If thefe are really Trofhec'teSj God mujt 
Be cou/ider'd 'as the Author of them^ 
and muft certainly be the beft Expjttor 
of his own Meaning in them. And finci 
Miracles are the ftrongeji and moft un- 
exceptionable Evidence of any Terfdn*s 
In/piration by God, if a Terfon, whofe 
Miffion is fo attefted^ affirms a parti- 
cular Meaning:, God himfelf muft be un* 
derftood to affirm it. This Jingle Argu- 
ment, unkfs it can be Jhewn to be barr'd 
by a manifeft Impoffibility in the Mat-, 
ter affirmed J is fufficient to carry us 
through every ^eftion which can arife 
on this SubjeEt. It aferts not only the 
application of the Jewifh Prophecies, 
to which it bears Witnefs, but the Au* 
thority of the Trophecies themfehes. It 
Supports and confirms all Evidences a 
priori, gives Strength even to probable 
ConJeSlures of the Intention of the Tro* 
pbets, and removes every difficulty JUg- 
gefted againfi them. In particular, ifi 
gives a full^ and perhaps the beft. An* 
fwer to that ObjeSlion of the Adver» 
fary. That if we allow the Autho- 
rity of the Jeisoifh Traditions, they will 

b 3 prove, 
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prove more than we defire ; that the 
Perfon foretold by the Prophets was a 
temporal Deliverer, and not fuch a MeC- 
fiah as we contend for. For when their 
Tradition for the TrediSiion of a Meffiah 
is affirmed J and the particular Character 
in which they expe6ied him to appear ^ is 
reJeSied by divine Authority j we have 
very good Reafon to believe them right 
in one Tradition j and miftaken in tht 
Mher. I do not offer this in i>ifjparage^ 
ment of any other Reply ^ that may be 
given. But I am inclined to thinks that 
whoever will attentively examine the 
Grounds upon which hi admits one Tart 
of the Tradition^ and rejects the other ^ 
will find himfe If principally to reft on 
this Argument : And that if our Lord 
had appeared in the Figure of a temporal 
Trincej and confirmed the literal Mean^^ 
ing of thofe prophecies ^ which are un^ 
der flood of a Meffiah ^ and fpeak of him 
under that Character ^ he wou^d readily 
have admitted that Meaning. 

For my own Tart^ I fcruple not to 
cwn^ that I therefore believe the Jewifli 

Re. 
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Revelation ; becaufe 1 find it confirmed 
by the Chriftian. For tho^ the Jewifh 
Revelation is fuf ported by diredi T^ roofs 
of its own i yet thefe proofs wou^d not 
have appeared with the fame Light and 
Force J if they had not been frengthen^d 
by the Tejiimony of the Gofpel Revela^ 
tion. I apt convinced of the divine Au-^ 
thority of Jefks Chrifl by full Evidence^, 
and efpecially by the Miracles which at^ 
tejl it. I here fix my Footj and under 
this Convidtion confider what he has 
taught. He affirms the Jewifh Revela- 
tion in general, and the View and In-' 
tent ion of fever al particular Trofhecies 
in it. I difcern nothing impoffible in 
his Affertions, nothing that can oblige 
me to retraSi my Belief of his divine 
Authority ; and therefore I am affured 
by that Authority j of the Truth of what 
He affirms. In a general View of that 
Revelation He fropofes to me, I am 
f leased to fee a wonderful Scheme cf 
Providence derived down, with great 
Confiftencyj, from the Beginning cf the 
World, and gradually opened thro^ a long 
Succeffion of Jgcs. lobfervcjwith Satis^ 

b 3 faSlion 
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fa6iionj the Evidences arijing to this Sy^ 
Jiem^ from the dire El T roofs of the Jewifh 
Religion^ the Import j the Rites and Infii- 
tutions of that Revelation^ and the Tradi^ 
tions of that Teople ; But all thefe are 
but accejfional Supports ^ to Conclufions al- 
ready proved by divine Authority s with^ 
out which J thefe other Arguments would 
have given hut a faint and uncertain 
Light i or J at leafi^ would have wanted 
that Clearnefs and Force j, with which 
they now appear. 

ji Jew, indeed^ would naturally bcr 
gin at the other End of the Argument^ 
and proceed from his ConviSiion of that 
Revelation which he had before receiv^ds 
to examine the Chriftian, His firjl In- 
quiry wotCd bcj whether they were con^ 
fjient ; his nextj what Tejiimony the 
former bore to the latter: Af^d while 
he was in this Search ^ the Import of 
the Tropheciesj Traditions^ and whatyi 
ever other Ughts might afcertain the 
Intention of them^ would be proper Sub^ 
je£ts of his Conjideration. If he fer^ 
ceiv^d an irreconcileabk Qontradi^m be^ 

tween 
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tween the two Revelations ^ be cou*d not 

acknowledge both i and if he adhered 

to the former J he muft reject the latter. 

But if he had no other ObjeElion^ be^ 

fides fome Difficulties and Vncertain" 

ties in the ^f plication of the Trofhe. 

cies apfeaPd to_, when he attended to 

the direa 'Proofs of Chri/Ps divine Au- 

thority^ that Authority muft over-rule 

all 'Doubts or Scruples of that Kind^ 

which cou'd remain with him. So that 

his Inquiry wou'd end where mine be^ 

ganj and both wou^d ultimately reft on 

the fame Foundation,, the divine Autho- 

thority of Chrift, 

If the Tretnips in this "way of rea^ 
fining are alloisPd^ the Conclufion^ fo 
far as I can perceive^ follows by clear 
and necejjfary donfequence from them. 
I am not wanting in a juft Reference 
to the Sentiments of learned Men ; but 
when J upon the beft Attention in my 
Vowerj I am convinced an Argument is 
conclujive^ I cannot j upon any Jutbo^ 
ritjfj give it up as inconclufive. What 
my learned and worthy Friend the 7)eafi 

b 4 of 
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i>f Chicheftcr^j, Is certainly very tru§, 
iviz. What a Prophet has not fpoken, 
Miracles will not prove him to have 
fpoken : For neither Miracles j nor any 
thing elfe^ can frove an ImpoJJibility. 
But when the ^eftion is only about the 
Meaning and Intention of what a Tro^ 
fhet has fpoken^ if an Intention be af^ 
figffd^ which is not only fojjible^ but fup^ 
ported by feveral frobabk Arguments, 
the Affirmation of divine Authority, af 
fured to us by Miracles or any other fro^ 
fer Evidence y is the moji decijive Troof^ 
that the Nature of the Subject is capa-^ 
ble of. 

My ^ifpute with the Author of 
Grounds and Reafons, &c. // confined ta 
a fingle Toint ; and I can obferve nothing 
more in his defender ^ by which any Con^ 
clujion of mine appears to be ajfeSled. 
When he publijhes his threatened Trea^ 
tife of Miracles, I may perhaps find my 
feJf more concern'' d. In the mean time I 
doubt not but the worthy Terfons he op^ 
pofesj will ifo themfelves md biwt Ju^ 
ftke. 
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But in his Xlllth Chapter^ where he 
Of ens his Scheme of Liberty^ he comes 
within the Comfafs ef a SubjeSt^ which 
I have formerly confider^d with fome Au 
tent ion. I jhall therefore give him my 
Reflexions on this Tart of his Terform^ 
4snce i to which 1 am the rather iuduced^ 
becaufe the Cenfure I fafs in the follow^ 
ing ^ifcourfes on thefe Schemes^ as tend^ 
ing only to Licentioufnefs and Canfufl^ 
on^ af fears fully confirm^ d in it. And 
if I ufe him with fomtwhat hfs Ceremti^ 
ny than I have hitherto done^ the fcur^ 
rihus In/blencCj with which he here 
treats a learned and venerable Tr elate of 
our Churchy will be my Excufe. 

He breaks forth into Reproaches againjh 
the Bijhofj, for frefuming to hope for 
the Royal Protedion and Countenance 
ef his Majefty, and the Affiftance of 
thofe employed in the Adminiftration • 
for thofe, or the likcj IPaffages in his 
JLordJhip's Dedication are what y Ifup^ 
fofe, he reflets on, as * calling in the 
^id of the Civil Magiftrate. Aftd fureUg 

t Page 3»a, 
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Juch Aid his Lordjhip might reajbnably 
call for. This Gentleman mujl know^ 
that our Religion is incorporated into 
our Civil Conftitution j and become a legal 
Tart of our Property y as much fecured 
to us by the Oaths of our Trinces^ and 
the Authority and SanSiions of our Laws^ 
as our Lives or Fortunes. On this jir- 
gumentj we all know ^ the Revolution^ and 
the happy Settlement confiquent to it^ were 
founded; and we are firmly ajfured^ 
that his Majefifs Royal Wifdom and Ju^ 
Jiice will not permit J nor his Councellors 
advife the Subverfion of that Founda^ 
tion. 

The Chrijiian Religion did not obtain 
the Favour of Civil Eftablijhments_, with^ 
out due Conjideration. It had been dif- 
puted near four Hundred Tears s every 
ObjeBionj that TerfonSj of as much Lear^ 
ning and Tarts as this Writer can pre^ 
tend tOjy cou^d fuggeji^ had been heard 
and refuted: And then upon full Con-- 
vidiion of its divine Authority j and the 
Excellency of its Rules ^ it received that 
Encouragement J which Civil Tower will 

ever 
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ever find it necejfary to give to fome Re^ 
ligion or other. And does he think tbefi 
Conclufions are all to be r ever fed j public k 
Conjiitutions unframedj and all Laws 
/Uf fended, as often as anyfetulant Scribe 
ler Jhall have an itch to Jheiv his Skill 
in Argument J and revive the Controvert 
fy again ? Are ^ejifons of this Imfor^ 
tance to be kept open for ever .? And is 
it not fojfible for us ever to know when 
we have attainedTruth and Conviffion ? 
Jf ^ the Liberty be contends for were e- 
ftablifh'd, Truth, he thinks^ muft needs 
have the Advantage over Error and Falfe- 
hood . Chrijiianity has Jiood the full Tri'^ 
al of debate J under all the . Liberty of 
Ofpofition to it J that could be defired^ 
and has prevailed. We have then this 
Circumftance to add to the direil Evident 
ces of its Truth : Jnd mufi we never 
reft in our Conclufionj fo long as there is 
one Infidel left^ who has Vanity enough 
to think he has fomething to offer j not 
eonfider^d before ? A juft Reply is not^ 
and will not be wanting to all he has 
faid^ Of" can fay \ but while our Laws 

S Page 413; 
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continue in Force j he muft not exfeEi they 
jhould fiand Jiillj and be only idle Sfec^ 
tators of the Contejl. He is pleased to 
think J, that whoever advances any Trfn- 
cities contrary to his j (i. c.) con- 
tends for any religious EJiablifhments^ 
^ ought to be made an Example, That if 
he contradi£ts what the Laws of his 
Country deem the Gofpel, all Advanjta- 
ges fliou'd be taken againft him from 
thofe Laws, and particularly, that the 
R. R. Prelate he difputes with, fhou'd be 
thus taken to tdiskfor his Dodirines. This^ 
itfeems^ wou'dbe no Ter/ecutionj but f a 
Propofal highly juft to be put in Executi- 
on. But if the Laws J which be openly 
affronts j^ were to be ei^fecuted upon hfm^ 
felf i if any Refiraint fhou^d be laid on 
the Liberty he affumes of fublifhing No- 
tions fubverjive of the Chrijiian and all 
ReveaPd Religion ^ and which manifeflly 
tend to introduce the utmofi Confujion^ Ci^ 
vil and Religious s we fhou^d frefently^ 
I doubt not J have an Out-cry of Tyrant 
nyj Terfecutionj and Inquifition. If he 
were fo' throughly convinced^ as he pre* 

* Page 398. t Page 399. 
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tends^ ef the Truth of his Notions j and 
*his Duty to publilli them, he Jhou^d 
mt^ methinksj be fo very affrehenfive of 
d little Difcouragement. The Chrijiian 
Religion^ he knows ^ has Jiood firm thro^ 
the moft enraged ^erfecutions of fecular 
Tower i and been attejled by the Blood of 
tnnumeirable Martyrs. And notwithftand^ 
ing his mean and dijtngenuous RefleSiion 
on th^ Clergy of this Churchy as Men fo 
attached to their Preferments, that they 
wou^d f fubfcribe to any thing rather 
than fart with themj he may be able to 
recolleSi within his own Memory^ or late 
tlijiory can recount to him^ numerous 
Examples among them of a Courage fu- 
ferior to all Imprejfions of fecular Ter* 
ror. And he may ajfure himfelfj they 
will affear with as much Zealand A£ii^ 
vity againji Libertinifm and Anarchy ^ 
as theyfhew^d then againji Tyranny; and^ 
if the Occafion required itj wou^d be as 
little moved by any Fear of Suffer ing j as 
they were then. And I may obferve to 
this Gentleman^ that the Refolution and 
Conftancy of its Trofejfors in fiiffer^ 

* Page 40S. t Page 400, 
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ing for any Caufcj is no inconfiderahle 
Argument in its Favour. Before he 
fretends to compare bis Religion with the 
Chriftianj he muft produce fome Bal* 
lance to the TeJIimony of its Martyrs. A 
Confejfor or two would be a mighty Or^ 
nament to his Caufe. If he experts to 
convince us that he is in earnejij and he^ 
lieves himfelfj he Jhould not decline giv^ 
ing us this Troof of his Sincerity ; what 
will not abide this Trial j we Jhall fuf 
pe6l to have but d poor Foundation^ 
And when we fee him fo terribly fright • 
ed with Apprehenfion of the very gentle 
Refiraints of our Laws^ calling out to 
have the Edge of them turned^ and his 
Adverfaries f fingled out and made Ex- 
amples by them, nioe can hardly think 
him in earnejl in what he has wrote ; or 
that he means any thing morcj than to 
Jhew us a Specimen of his Tarts and 
Readings to give vent to his great Tle^ 
thory of Knowledge^ teaze the Clergy^ 
and divert himfelf with a little "Di^u- 
tation. 

t P. 398. ^^ 
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Nay^ but he has a ferious Propofal ta 
make to us > and ^ O what Piety, and true 
Honour of God, what Virtue, Order, and 
Peace would prevail in the World, if 
Men would but receive it ! He has collec^ 
ted J good Man J a Treajure of f Pcarls/^r 
us J but he is afraid we Jhould bite bim^ 
and therefore contents himfelf^ at prefenty 
with only dejiring us to throw away all 
the Religion we have ; and then if we 
will come to him^ and give him good 
Words J he has \ Creeds, and every 
thing elfe we can wantj ready provided 
for us. But firft^ we exfeii better Ar^. 
gumentsfrom himj than he has yet fro^ 
ducedj before we fart with our prefent 
Religion. And then^ fince he allows 
that *^ all Projects, Defigns, or Schemes 
are to be judged good or bad by the 
Effe£ts, we beg leave to obferve to him^ 
that the Chrijiian Religion has been ap^ 
proved by the Experience of many Centu^ 
ries. That there are indeed and have 
been wicked Men and turbulent Spirits, 
whofi Lujis and Tajflons would not be 
rejirain^d within the Rules of that Re* 
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ligioHj we confefs and lament ; dndjhokld 
be obliged to any one who could tell us 
how to prevent it ; but can fie no Rea^ 
fin to hofe that Things would be much 
bettered by his Scheme. It would haije 
been a great Satisfaction to us^ if he 
had refirr*d to fime Age and Country 
in which his Scheme had obtain'^ dj and 
froduc'd thofi glorious EffeSis he fro^ 
mifis us from it. I believe our own 
Hiftory tanfurnifh him with a Precedent j 
the near eft to. it of any in the World. 
In the T^ays of the great Rebellion^ our 
Fathers faw this Univerfal Libefty in 
as full Latitude as it Will ever ad^ 
mitj when every one was left to choofi 
or devife his own Religion j, and to have 
any or none juft as he pleafedj frovi^ 
ded he would renounte that before efta^ 
blijh'd. Among the innumerable TrojeSis 
then advanc^dj there was not one but 
fretended to reBify all that had ever 
been amifs : Each was f the true and 
only Scheme by which the World ought 
to be regulated : And if Men would but 
come into the Propofal, each fromi^ 

tPagc 413. 
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fed them \ Happincfs in this Wortd and 
the next, and all the fine Things this 
Gentleman has provided for Us. But 
whoever reads the Annals of thofe mife^ 
rabk Times j and attends to the Qom^ 
plaints of all fer ions Men of all Parties 
and UiJiinStionSj will find very little 
Inclination to havi the Experiment tried 
over againi Andj among thofe Com^ 
flaintSj I beg leave particularly to ob^ 
ferve one from Mr. Pryn, and others 
who had concurred in the Councils of thofe 
Tiniesj and the Subverfion and Confufion 
they had produced. That Topery niver 
got more Ground j nOr ftevaiVd f after 
than it did then. None labour'* d with 
more AJfiduity to advance the Scheme of 
Univerfal Liberty, than the Emijfaries 
of that Religion. The Chriftian Mode- 
rator j a Treatife intirely built upon that 
Scheme i was wrote by one of them : And 
we have good Evidence j that the VrojeEl 
of our Troubles was laid by that Churchy 
and this Engine pitched upon as the moft 
tffeBual to execute it. How far tht 
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Hand of that Enemy is concerned in thd 
frefent Attempt to revive that Scheme^ 
we can only conjecture ; but the Service 
they do J and muft receive from itj is ^p- 
farent to all obferving Men. 

3 

^ And perhaps this Gentleman has cor^ 

rented the TiefeCis and Inconjiftencies of 

thofe former Troje6is ; his isj what it 

pretends to bcj the mofl harmlefs and be^ 

neficial Overture^ that ever was madi 

to the If^orld. They were Jb weak as to 

allow fome Sort of a publick Miniftry^ 

with Allotments of Revenue for its Sup-^ 

port J and gathered themfelves into Con-^ 

gregationsj and a Kind of Churches i 

But the Plan he has to offer \^ for the 

Information of our Makers of Laws for 

regulating Society, is free fr4>m all thefe 

lmperfe6Hons. The Religion he has de^ 

vifed for us % is a Matter purely perfb- 

jial ; and the Knowledge of it to be ob- 

tainM by perfonal Confideration, indepen^ 

dently on any Guides^ Teachers j or Authc^ 

rity. Why this was their very Scheme / 

t Page 4 17. *Page4itf. ., 
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but unlefs hiiman Nature cou*d be changed 
into foniething very different from what 
it is, it was and ever will be impffibl^ 
to exiecute it. Their Theory was asfine^ 
ly imaging, as his can be-^ and his is as 
incapable of being reduced to Tramce^ as 
theirs was. He might, perhafs, change 
the fFay of jfpeaking, and what were then 
taWd Dilates of the Spirit, might under 
bis Plan be called 'Dietates of Rtajbn i 
but both wou'd mean much the fame thing > 
Mtd his Reafoners wou^d be as weak, ai 
ignorant, and as confident , and in a very 
tittle time as great Enthufiafis in Religion 
ij they were : And while each affeU A 
he Mis ui II they ought to ail, and pub. 
liOi d fuch of their Thoughts and Opini- 
bns as they deem'd beneficial to Men^ 
and tending to their Peace an4 Welfare,' 
{is to be fufe every one wou^d deefn or 
fnighi pretend to deem his own) the fame 
Qhaoi and Diftraiffion that prevaiPd up. 
on their Scheme, 'Wou'd as certainly pre^ 
"vail upon his. Truth indeed in the End 
dtd then happily prevail over Errors tbiP 
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we are not Jo confident as this ^ Writer^ 

that it always will do fo. The Body of 

the Nation^ convinced of their T^elufion 

hy thofe Troje6ts of Liberty they hadpur^ 

fuedj and wearied with being tofs'*d to 

and fro without finding any Ground to 

reft on J were glad to rebuild what they 

had demoliJFdj and purchafe their old 

fJonftitution agdin^ tho^ at the Trice of 

all their blunder and Sacrilege. This 

was the Event then : But God only knows 

what Ijfue a fecond Experiment might 

have. This GentlematPs Scheme wou^d as 

furely and as effe^ually fubvert and pull 

down J as theirs did. But we know we 

have a vigilant and powerful Enemy ^ aif^ 

ing by fubtil and united CounfilSj who 

watches every Breach in our Confiituti^ 

on i and J if all our Inch fur es were now 

to be thrown down^ mighty with the fa^ 

vour of other Incidents^ enter upon us 

with more Advantage than he cou*d do 

. then. God J we truji^ whofe Goodnefs de^ 

liver^d this Church and Nation from the 

Mifefies brought on them by that former 

♦Page 41 J^ . 
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TrojeEi of Liberty^ wiUprote6i us from 
the Evils threatened by this : And we 
doubt not, but the Wifdom of our Supe- 
rior f will guard us againfi the Return of 
the one, or the Admijfm of the other. 

I may obferve of both Schemes f if they 
differ any more than in fiords') that they 
proceed on thefe fundamental Mifakes / 
the One, that God has promifed to every 
Cbriftian an infallible Guidance of his Spi- 
rit ; The Other, that every Man^ left to 
himfelf, wou'd reafonjuftly, judge truly ^ 
and a£l agreeably. If human Nature were 
really in this State of TerfeSlion, there 
wou'd be little Occafion for Laws, Go- 
vernment, or Authority in the World. But 
the Cafe in Fa£l is quite otherwife. And 
publick Conflitutions, if they will do any 
Good, muji confider Mankind as they real- 
ly are, and, taken in th^ grofs, ever will 
be, weak, ignqxant, paffiqnate, and con- 
ceited; and make fuit able Trovijions both 
for their 'Direftion dnd Repaint. And 
tho^ no Man ought, upon any Authority^ 
to believe. Contradimons, or profefs an 
Jfent t9 evident Faljhoods } yet in^e. 

^ 3 Jlions 
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fii^ons where he muji in the Event he de,^ 
termind by fome Authority or other ^ he, 
may reajonably prefer the Authority ap^ 
fointed by fublick tVifdonij and may 
jujily be required to do Jo. I appeal 
to this Gentleman himfilfj whether he 
can ferioujly think the Bulk of Man- 
kind capable of examining^ with that 
Accuracy his Scheme Ji^ppofesj the Chri-r 
ftian^ His J or any other Religion s of de- 
bating the Troofsj ObJeffionSj and Re- 
plies i and colleSiing the proper Conclu- 
Jpon from the whole. The H^ifdom of 
'God has J with great Condefcenfion^ ad- 
itptedthe Rules and Evidences of the Chri- 
ftian Religion^ to the general Capacities of 
Mankind. As the Gofpel was preach'd to 
the Poor, Jb it was offered to their Faith 
by Proofs proper for their Convi^ion^ 
flain fenfible Evidences of its divine Au- 
thority. Its prefent Credibility ^ as to 
outward Troofs^ depends on the Tradition 
qf thofe Evidences^ for which hcj who is, 
not capable of deducing it regularly down 
by his ^n Inquiry^ mufi neceffarijy hav6 
Recourfe to Authority • andif^tis affirmed 
(0 him by Terfons^ to whofe Knowledge 
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and Fidelity he has no juJI ObjeHion^ he 
has all the Troof that ^tis foffiblefor one 
in his Circumftances to have j and hisfri" 
^ate Judgment mayjufily reft on it. This 
Gentleman^ s Addrefs to Ter/bns of this 
Character (i. e.) the greater Tart of 
Mankind^ amounts only to a Terfuajion to 
quit their frefent Guides j and truji them- 
fekves with him. They are manifejily un^ 
able to form a Judgment j either of the Ar- 
guments hy which he endeavours to fub^ 
"vert our Religion j or ejiablifh bis own i 
whether they adhere to uSj or go to himj 
they mufl unavoidably rely either on his or 
our Authority J for the Truth ofthofe Sug^ 
gejlions on which their Conclujion defends ; 
and we pre fume our Word may go as far 
as his. But perhaps he intends only the 
Satisfaction of Terfons of Learning and 
Study ^ and the * Information of thofe in 
publick Authority J when they make Laws 
for regulating Society. But in allthefe 
Views J the ^ejlion he propofes has been 
fully conjider^dj and concluded long before 
be was born : Our Legiflators are per^ 

* Page 4i5, 

c 4 feaiy^ 



Ivi The PREFACE. 

feetly fatisfy'd in the Truth of their 
ligion^ and their "Duty and Intereft to 
froteh it from all Infults; and ujpon 
mature Tieliherdtion have made Laws 
for its EJiabliJhmentj andDefence againji 
all Schemes that wou^d fubvert it. And 
will he refufe them that Liberty j he fre^ 
tends to afftrt to all Menj dndnot fuffet 
them to adi according to their Confiience 
and ConviSiion? Or is it imfojfible for 
them only of all Mankind to have either 
Confcience or Conviction? 

Well J but " in bis frefent Capacity^ he 
f' offers this Tropofal * only by way of 
" Perfuafion : He wou^dnotfor the World 
f* f fingle out and m^ke Examples f/ any 
*' who differ from him. And really his is 
" a moji admirable Troje6l% the true and 
*' only Scheme by which the World ought 
" to be regulated : And O how haffy it 
^ wou^d make us^ if wewou^d but come into 
** it!^^ But fine e he is otily upon Terms 
oj Perfuafion J we hope we may refufe his 
$chemf^ if we do not like it. We frefum^ 
we have a much better of our own^ whofe 

* Page 415- t P^c 398. II Page 413. 
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good EffeSis we. have long af proved ; and 
^s for his J we muft be flam to tell him^ 
we have been undone by it once already^ 
which we think enough for Experiment^ 
and defire to be excufedfroma fecond Tri^ 
al. We can apprehend no Vfe it can be 
apply d to J but Subverfion : And if hf 
knows any Teople who want to be thrown 
into Confufionj and dejlrofdj he may re^ 
commend it as a moji effeiiual Trefcrip* 
tion for that Turpofe. For Root an^ 
Branch JVorkj there is no Engine like it. 
Let it be but loofe in its full ASiivity^ 
and it will level all before itj anddemo^ 
lijh every Society j Civil or Religious^ in 
the World. 

Nay J but we wrong him j for he ex^ 
prefsly allows a Civil Magijirate^ tho^ un^ 
der this Reftraintj that ^ nothing be inr 
forced by civil Sanflions but only the 
Law of Nature. But I am afraid fome 
Free-thinker or other will affert this to 
be a Perfonal Matter too^ and then the 
Magtfirate will have nothing to 4o "^itb 
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ft. Ifltppofi this Law of Nature is the 
Law of Reajbm and if we take Rev e la* 
tion out of the Hyfothejisj as I f re fume 
this Gentleman will give us Leave to doj 
the ConviBions of Confcience will be no- 
thing elfe but f radical Qonelufions of Rea^ 
JfbH : And if the ConviBions of Confcience 
are a perfonal Matter, the Conclufions of 
tiiafon will befo too ; and the fame Argu^ 
fnents which exclude the Magiftrate from 
)hteddlmg with oncj will equally exclude 
him from the other; ^ndfb/for oughtlfee^ 
he wilLhave nothing at all to do. Might 
ftot anyone inclined t^ carry on the Scheme 
of Cniveifal Liberty^ ask this Gentleman 
what Authority any other Man hadto^re- 
fcribe his Conclufions to him^ and who gave 
hitn that Authority ? Might he not obferve 
That his own Reafon was his only Rule 
and Guide J and the Conclufions of it his 
Law of Nature ? That he was no farther 
lundir any other Man^s T^ireBionj than 
be cou^d be frevaiP'd on by Argument and 
^erfuafion^ and then he himfelf was the 
fole andtdfimate Judge of his own Con- 
viSiion i and as he did not f refer ibe his 
Law of Nature to other Teople^ h^ faw 

no 
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nd Reafon why they Jhou^ d pre fcribe their. 
Law of Nature to him? But we will take 
his Scheme of Government in the Terms 
gi'ven^ without putting him to the T>iffi- 
culty of djjigning an Original for itj con-^ 
fijient with his principles. The Magi^ 
fir ate J it feems^ mujt be confined to pre- 
fcribe or enforce nothing but the Law of 
iNTature ; beyond this he mufi have no Autho^ 
rity^ and conjfequently can lay no Obligati- 
on. But who muft be judge of this Law of 
Nature to be enaSiedl If whatever the Ma^ 
gifiratefl^all think or pronounce the Law 
of Nature, is to be enaBed an4 acknow^ 
ledg^d as fuchj we had e^ en as good leave 
f}im to his own ^ifcretion without this 
Refiraint. If the Subjects are p be the 
Judges in this Cafe^ then whenever any 
one thinks J or (which to human In/pec- 
tion is the fame) pretends to think the 
Rule enforced not to be a Law of Na^ 
tore, he is dijchar^d front all Obliga^ 
fion; and J tn my Apprehenfionj might 
as well be left without any Magiftrate. 
It may be^ this Gentleman will point out 
precifely the Law of Nature to be en^ 
forced. But is be fiirf fvery body elfi 
' ■ will 
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willap^ove this SyJIem? Suppofe the, 
Magijirate himfelf Jhpuld differ from 
kirn J in judging offome Law of Nature ; 
muft he lay afide his Authority j and go tot 
dijputing with him^ and not frefume to 
ah according to his own ConviStions j^ 
till he can prevail for his Approbation ? 
But when He hasfatisfy^d him^ the fame 
Trouble will arife to him from others^ 
%vhp have as good Tretenjions to direB^ 
und hold the Hand of the Magijirate 
from enforcing any things as he has. If 
nothing is to be enforced^ till eve^y one 
approves itj I doubt nothing will be en- 
forced at all^ but every Man muji be left 
to do what is right in his own Eyes^ 
This indeed wou^d be Univerfal Liberty, 
but the Magijirate will be apt to call it 
Licentiojafnefs, and think the Authority 
given him in Words to be in Reality 
nothing at all ; and may juftly r^fent 
the Affront offer'* d him by thefe Trojecr 
tors J whoj in their Schemes of Liberty 
fuppofe every Man fit to be left to his 
own Conclufions and ConduSfj except tfyaff 
in publick Authority^ and thofe i^ho 
defend itj who ar:e generally reprefented 

if$ 
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in every Argument either as Knaves or 
Fools. 

Ihjhortj in all this Gentleman has of-^ 
fer^d in Defence or Recommendation of 
his Propofal, his Invectives dgainji An- 
thority^ and his Declamations bn the 
mighty BleJJings he has prepared for us, 
he has only ft aged over the common Track 
of projectors ^ and faid nothing but what 
has been long Jince conjider'^d and anjwer-^ 
edj to the Satisfaction of all reafonabU 
Men. And if any of the f ingenious 
Perlbns, in whofe Words he takes upon 
him to rebuke the Bifliop, have either^ 
to make room for fome TrojeSi of their 
own^ or in favour to fome other MatPs, 
gone too far into the disbanding Scheme, 
and making Religion a perfooal Matter, 
/ hope they will review their Notions 
of Liberty^ and flop Jhort of his Lati-^- 
tude i which is manifejily Jubverjhe of 
all Order and Tolity, and can no more 
conjift with Civil, than with Religious So- 
ciety. All the Liberty that can conjijl 
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with Government or Society j I would ap 
fert as earhejily as they can do s but at 
the fame timCj I think it equally fny ©»- 
ty, to contend for fuch Authority as is 
necejfary to it. Ithe Liberty of private 
Judgment in Religion j I acknowledge 
to be an inherent Right of ev^ry Mam 
and confirmed to every Chriflian by the 
Qofpel i neither do I ferfuade any Matt 
to he ifiore rejign^d to Authority ^ thati 
the Nature ^ the ^uefiion before himj 
bis own ChpacitieSj and the Ends of So^ 
ciety require. As Chriftiantty is by its 
Inftitution afocial Religion j the Liberty 
of each Individual mujl be under fuch 
Reftrainisj as the Nature and End of 
fuch a Society necejfarily demand. StriB* 
ly /peaking indecd^the Liberty of private 
judgment ot* Opnion^ cannot be takeh 
away J or refrain^ di but an unbounded 
Liberty of fubliJhiHg that Judgment j,, 
can be challenged frorn no Qlaim of Na-^ 
itirCj no Rule of thi Go/pel s nor recon- 
died to the Order j or even the Being of 
A Society J founded upon a certain Syr 
fiidni of T^oSirines and Rules ^ as the 
Chrijiian Church is i If any one is re^ 

quired 
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quired by proper Authority j to frofefi 

his Belief or Opinion on any Article j^ 

He is certain^ bound as an honefi Man 

to make Jkcb TrofeJJion^ according to his 

^wn Sentiments and ConviBions what* 

ever they are^ and ought to be allowed 

to do it with Impunity. But without 

fime Call of this Nature j there appears 

no general Obligation either of Reafm 

or Religion^ which requires a Man to 

publijh his Sentiments j and fet up for 4 

Teachjer and Converter of others to them i 

t/pecially in Ofpojition to publick Efia* 

hlijhments. In the Chrijiian Religion the 

Apofik^s Rule isj fHaft thou Faith? 

have it to thyfelf ; and if any Man will 

be ' obtruding his Singularities j and 

thereby * making Divifions among us> 

we are under his ^ireSiion ^ to mark 

filch Pcrlbn and avoid him j andj confe^ 

fuentlyj the Churchy or Chrijiian Society^ 

may declare him to be avoided. And as 

to the MagiftratCj He certainly owes 

Juftice and TroteSfion to all his Sub-^ 

JeSiss neither do we dejire he Jhould 

t Rom. Eiv. 1%, ♦ Rom, xvi. 1 7 . 
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dffli^ or ^unijh any for his mere OpinL 
on J or the Terfuafions of his Confcience. 
But Marks of Favour and Encourage^ 
ment^ he CanHot be denfd the comfnoH 
privilege of bejiowing as he fleafes:^ and 
may furely be allowed to give them to 
that Rtligionj which his own Convic^ 
tions and the deliberate Conclujions of 
fublick Wijdom have aff roved. And 
this Encouragement and TroteBion may 
he ajfured to itj under the fame legal 
Tenure and Claim j that any other Right 
derived from fublick Favour may. If a" 
Jew, a Turk, or Heretick, will be con^ 
tent with the quiet Enjoyment bf his 
own Confcience J let it be indulged him ; 
neither wou^d we have Bim f beaten into 
the Gofpel, or the Church. Eut if he 
will ofenly affront and oppofe the Efia^ 
hlifh''d Religion i if he will fublifh 
Schemes and TrojeSts^ for the Subvert 
Jioh of the Church and the Gofpel^ he 
appears under another CharaBer ; and 
may be confider*d as the Aggrejforj and 
Invader of fettled Rights^ a "Difiur^ 

t P. 398- - , 
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hr of f Mick Teace s and if he may 
not be beaten for it, yet furely holding 
his Hand, and reftratning him from fuch 
turbulent Attemfts, is not ferfecuting 
him, hut frotelfing tbofe to whom "Pre. 
teuton is due. 
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SERMON I. 

HEri. I. I, 2; 

God, isiho at fmdry times, and 
in divers manners, f^ahe in time 
fafl unto the fathers by the fro- 
fhets. 

Hath, in thefe lafl days, fpHen unto 
us by his Son. 

I~S a proper tntrodu£tion td 
difpofe Men to receive the 
Gofpel he preach'd, the A-; 
poftle obferves, that God ha4 
in all Ages communicated 
his Win to Mankind by fpecial RwelaJ 
tions. This ftora th» Beginning waS 
God's Method of publiflling his Laws i 
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And even in the Heathen World we may 
trace out many traditionary Remains of 
thofc Inftitutions, which He delivered to 
the Patriarchs of Mankind. But the Fa- 
mily to whom this Epiftle is efpecially ad- 
drefs'd, which Providence hath chofen, 
for the Appearance of that Perfbn by whom 
the laft Declaration of his Will fhouM be 
made, He was careful to keep in a con« 
ftant Dependence on his Authority, by a 
continued Series of Revelations* 

I N the Fulnefs of Time the Son of 
his Love, that Sun of Rtghteoufnefs 
which had been promised, appeared ; a 
light to lighten the Gentiles ^ and the 
glory of his feofle Ifrael ^. That the 
Pride and Prejudices of a World, over- 
run with Darknefs and Supcrftition, 
fhouM at firft fcruple his Authority ; 
That a Dodrine new and untried, op- 
pofite to the eftablifhed Errors and Vi- 
ces of Mankind, fhou'd prevail but flow- 
ly, and meet with Difficulties and Con- 
tradidion, is no more than might be 
cxpe£led. But when the Gofpel has 

beea 
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been long received, the Excellency of its 
Rules approved by publick Wifdom and 
civil Eftablifliments, in all the more po« 
lite Nations of the World, and rcjcfted 
bnly where Ignorance and Barbarifoi 
prevail, we might reafonably hope, that 
lb much Experience and Authority fliouM 
fecure it from any farther Infults j that 
every Tongue fhdu'd be filcnced, and 
every Hand reftrainM, from oppdfing a 
Religion fo wife in its Direftions, Co 
powerful in its Influences, fo manifefkly 
conducive to the Happinels of Mankind; 
But, in Defiance of our Laws^ and in 
Affront to general ProfelSion, this harm^ 
lefs and moil: beneficial Inflitution has 
found Enemies among Us, who with open 
Zeal and Affiduity labour its Difcredie 
and Subverfion. And what wou'd they 
fubftitute in the Room of it? Can they 
expe^ we ihouM give up a Religion^ 
Whofe happy Influences haVe long en* 
gaged our Reverence and Efteem^ for 
we know not what? Nothing is o& 
ferM : but the Chriftidn^ and all other 
Revelations are reprefented as equally 
fjPables and Impoftures^ A God they arci 
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contented to acknowledge ; but perfua^e 
us He has left Mankind every one to 
his own Government, without any other 
Guide or Rule than the CoUeftions of 
Natural Reafbn ; and this is all the Pro- 
vifion that is made, for our Diredion to 
Duty and Happinefs. 

In Oppofition to this Libertine Scheme, 
I fliall endeavour to prove the Necefli- 
ty of admitting fome divine Revelation* 
The Apoftle, in the Scripture before us, 
aflerts the Fad, that there has been fuch 
an One derived down thro^ all Ages, 
and at laft fealed up, and perfected in 
the Gofpel of J e s u s Christ. And 
if we can evince the Neccflity of admit* 
ting fome divine Revelation, his general 
Affertion will (land clear of all DiflB- 
culty; and the Chriftian Revelation in 
particular, which he offers to us, may 
hope for an attentive and impartial Con* 
fideration. I ihall atempt this, 

F. By fhewing, that nothing but the 
Credit and Authority of divine Revela- 
tion couM eftablilh an uniform Rule of 

Moral Virtue among Mankind. 

That; 
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That there is a God I am at Liberty 
to fuppofe, as an acknowledge Princi- 
ple : And the Attributes of Wifdom, Ju- 
ftice, Goodnefs, and Providence imply'd 
in that Idea, oblige us to conclude, that 
He is concerned for the Happinefs of his 
Creatures, and has made a fuitable Pro-* 
yifion for it. ,And 'tis a Corollary ari* 
fing hence, that the Happineis 4nd Per- 
feftion of every Creature, mufl: confifl: 
in afting according to the Will and In- 
tention of the Creator. His Will is the 
proper Law of every Nature throughout 
his Dominion ; and, to a free and intel- 
ligent Agent, this Will muft be pub* 
lifli'd, be open to his Notice, lye before 
him as his Rule, and be recommended 
by fuitable Motives to his Obfervance. 

Now 'tis evident, that both the pub- 
lick and private Happinefs of Mankind 
depend on their Condud towards one 
anpther ; in other Words, on a mutual 
Practice of moral Virtue. We muft 
therefore conclude, that 'tis the WiU of 
Cod, that thefe Virtues 0iou'd obtain 
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in general Obfervance ; and confcquently 
they muft be propofed to the general 
Notice of Men, and be inforced by Mor 
tives fujBcient to induce their Prafltice. 
That a divine Revelation is bfoth the 
fulleft and moft compendious Provifion 
to direct Men to the Knowledge of their 
Rule, and the mofl: efTediual to engage 
and unite them in the Obfervance of it^^^ 
is apparent. Such, we blels God, we 
enjoy in the Cofpel ; and therefore are 
very unwilling to part with it. But 
^tis pretended that God never made any 
fuch Revelation ; but left all Mankind 
to colleft the Rule and Motives of their 
Actions, from thefole Ufe of thofe Fa- 
culties he gave them, without any prior 
Diredion. Let us fee, then, what a Rule 
pf Morality is like to obtain upon thi^ 
[is. 




Now, I prefume, the Gentlemen of 
this Scheme will admit human Reafon tq 
have been always the fame it is now \ 
fubjeftto thofe Wcakneffes and Imper- 
fections we feel in ourfelves, and pb- 
fervc in others: For that it was ^vec 
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in a State of greater Pcrfc£tion, we learn 
only from Revelation. And, under this 
Conceffion, we think it may be prov'd, 
that natural Reafon couM not be fuch a 
Dire6lion to moral Virtue ; and, confe- 
quently, fuch a Provifion for the Hap- 
pineis of Mankind, as the Wifdom anc) 
Goodnefs of God oblige us to believe, 
He defignM us« 

For, admitting that ibme thoughtful 
Perfons, of great Attention and Improve- 
ments, might colled: as exa£^ and ufe- 
ful a Syftem of moral Duties as can be 
imaginM; yet unlefs we can find an 
Expedient, to giv^ their ConcluHons the 
Authority of a general Rule, we hav^ 
provided only for the Dired:ien of thefe 
few; while the reft of the World, who 
have neither Leifure nor Abilities fo|r 
thefe Refearchers, are left to wander in 
the Dark, without any Guide or Mea- 
fure of Duty, And when we confider 
the Weaknefs and Confufion of vulgar 
Capacities, how unequal they are to ab«« 
ftraO: Inquiries, how irrefiftibly the vari- 
ous Lufts and Paflions of Men will inters 

B 4 poie, 
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pole, darken the little Light they have^ 
jind corrupt their Judgment, and per- 
fuade each to accommodate his Rule to 
their Suggeftions, what can we expeft 
in the Refult of this Scheme, but an 
utter Confijfion of all Morality ? And 
fince the Felicity of Men in this Lif(? 
depends, not only on each Perfon's own 
Condufl, but on that of other Men too, 
even the few Wife themfelves wou'd 
find their Happinefs but ill fecured upon 
this Hypothefis ; and the general Event 
jpiuft be all the Mifery, that Folly and 
Paffion, let loofe upon theWprld, wouM 
naturally produge. 

«■ 

Jr, indeed, the weak, the ignorant, and 
the paflionate wou-d fubmit to the wife 
and thoughtful, we might hope for fonie 
Remedy to thefe Cgnfufions : But what 
Provifion is made for this ? The State 
of Nati^re, contended for, fuppoles all 
Men equal and independent. None has 
any j^^ight to oyer-ryle the fentimen ts 
^nd ^erfuafions of another ; but every 
Man is to think for himfelf, forni his 
own Rule oi Adion, and jqdge of his 

OWA 
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€wn Intereds. If it be (aid, that the 
Equity and Ufefulnefs of Virtue, and 
the Inconveniences of Vice, muft appear 
to the meaneft Underftanding, when pro- 
pofed to his Coniideration ; and, there- 
fore, tho' inferior Capacities might be 
unable to colleCt, and digeft fuch Pre- 
fcriptions into an uniform Rule of Prac- 
tice ; yet they wouM prefcntly receive 
them, when offered by Perfons of greater 
Sagacity, We may anfwer to this, That 
Men are not fo ready to fubmit their 
own Underftanding to other Mens, as 
this Expedient fuppofes. The weakeft 
are often more opinionated of their Parts, 
and more tenacious of their Conclufions, 
than the beft Capacities. We have known 
the greateft Abftirdities in Morality aC- 
ferted, even the DiftinQion of Good 
and Evil reverfed, and Trivate Vices 
defended as Tufilick Benefits^ by Per- 
fons, who have, at the feme Time, 
thought themfelves dh^inguifh'd from 
the reft of the World, by the Accu- 
racy of their Reafoning, and the Pepth 
of their Penetration* 

1 
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If Men had no Paflions, or no Satif- 
hOion in gratifying them, the Rcafon of 
the Wife might hope for fome Attention 
and Authority. But the Fa£b is quite 
otherwifej Men arc led by ftrong Ap- 
petites to vicious Pleafures and Interefts, 
which obfcure the Evidence, and over- 
rule the Conviftions of Truth. Even the 
Wife themfelves are not fecure from their 
Delufion, and how much more muft they 
prevail among the Weak and Thoughtlefs ? 
And if even the Arguments and Authority 
of Religion, are found often too weak to 
reftrain the Torrent of Mens Paflions, how 
irrefiftibly wou'd they bear down the 
mere Pcrfuafions of Philofophy ? Let us 
imagine a Philofopher addrefling a Liber- 
tine in this fuppofed State of Nature, per- 
fuadinghimto leave his Vices, and confine 
himfelf within the Rules he wou'd pre-J 
fcribe to him, Might he not anfwer his 
Ad vifer, — I am no more under your 
DireQ:ion, than you are under mine ? In 
fpme things, as a Man of more Inquiry, I 
may permit you to fee for me ; but you 
muft npt pretend to feci for me too. I 
feel my felf happy in the way of Life I 

have 
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have chofen, and mufl: be renderM very 
uneafy by the Reftraints you advife. Do 
you purfue your own Satisfadion by what 
Methods you pleafe, and leave me to the 
fame Liberty in confulting mine. I fee 
not what cffcQtusl Reply he cou'd make 
to hinl upon theHypothefis contended for^ 
or by what Argument pf Duty or Intereft 
he cou'd hope to prevail on his Com? 
pliance. 

I do not fay, that Juftice, Temperance^J 
and other moral Virtues may not be prov- 
ed to fober and difpafllonate Reafbn, the 
proper Intereft and Duty of Man : They 
certainly are fo ; and when view'd with a 
clear and impartial Eye, and in a proper 
Light, muft appear to be fo. But this I 
fay, that 'tis vain to exped that the gene- 
rality of Men will ever be governed by 
fober anddifpaffionate Reafon; and therer 
fore a Scheme, whofe Succefs depends upon 
fo groundlefs a Suppofition, muft be given 
vp as chimericaL If every Man were 
left, as is here fuppofed, tocoUefthis own 
Rule of Aftion, without the^ A we or Di- 
y^^^ion of any Authority, Luft wou'd he 
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one Man's Reafon, Avarice another's ; 
every one's governing PafTion wou'd be 
his Reafon. Thefe are the Reafon^ to 
whofe Conduct Mankind muft be left, 
when we take away the Light and Au- 
thority of Revelation. And, if we wou'd 
argue juftly upon the State of the Cafe be- 
fore us, we muft confider, what fort of 
Morality fuch Reafpns as thefe wou'd 
produce. 

Mr* Hobbsj who thought fomewhat 
deeper than thefe Qeqtlpmen, perceived 
this great Difficulty in the Infidel Scheme. 
He faw plainly, that 'twas necefTary to fo- 
cial Happinefs, that Men fhou'd be ynder 
ibme common Rule, fome* general Obli- 
gation to the Practice of thof? Vi^rfviej 
which promote it. And that ignorant, 
wilful, and paflionate Men, (of which 
Char^fters the Bplk of Mankind will al- 
ways be compofed) left every one to his 
own Cpnclufions, would never be led by 
their pwn Reafon, or be perfuadpd by 
other Mens, to agree in fuch a common 
Rule. That fuch a Rule, cou'd never be 
f llablijli'd but by a general Submjflion to 

fome 
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fome Authority prefcribihg it ; and there- 
fore, tho^ he was as little a Friend to Re- 
velation as thefe Gentlemen ; yet convincM 
of the Ncceffity offdme Equivalent for its 
Authority, he fubftitilted Civil Power iti 
th^ Place bf it, and made the Prefcrlptions 
of the Magiftrate his Standard of Morality* 
This Expedient will come lindep Confide*, 
ration ; but at prefent I only obferve, thzt 
from the Reafon of the thing, confirmed 
by the Conceflions of this great Father of 
modern Infidelity , it appears, that no Sy- 
ftem of Morality couM ever obtain as k 
general Rule, but by the Prefcription t)f 
fuch an Authority as all Men wouM be 
difposM to fubmit to. Such an Authority 
Divine Revelation unqueftionably carries 
with it, the Authority of God, whom eve- 
ry Man, as a Creature, muft confefs him-^ 
felf bound to obey ; whofe Laws muft be 
ConfiderM as the DireOiions of infinite Wit 
dom, Juftice, and Goodnefs; and whofc 
^Threats and Promifes as the immutable 
Declarations of Omnipotence and Truth. 
!fi very Motive, that can difpofe Man to 
SubmifTion, is here applyM in its utmoft 
FcjQTce and Efficacy : Gratitude calls upon 

him. 
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him, to refled on his numberlels Obliga- 
tions to the Goodnefs of the Prefcriber; 
Prudence will engage his Acquicfcence in 
a Wifdom, which fees the Tendency of eve* 
ry Adion, and knows his Intereft better 
than he himfelf can do. Fear will remind 
him of his Juftice and Power, and his 
Hopes will be animated with this firm Af* 
furance. That, faithful is he who hat 
fromifedj who will alfo perform *. 

Consider human Reafon then, as it 
is m Fad, modify'd by the various Dif- 
abilities, Paffions^ and Prejudices, which 
will ever prevail among the greater part 
bf Mankind ; confider every Man left in 
this wild difconcerted State without Rule 
or Guide, to fearch out Truth and Hap- 
pinefs by his own Colle£tions ; and what 
DiftraSions and Perplexities muft they 
run into ? What diffonant, interfering 
Schemes of Morality muft be produced ? 
How irreconcileable to each other, and 
how inconfiftent with publick, and con- 
fequently with private Happinefs ? And 
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when you have this View before you, try 
if you can imagine any thing fo defirable, 
fo appofite to the wants of human Nature, 
as that God Ihould interpofe; by an au- 
thoritative Declaration of his Will en- 
lighten the Darknefs, and compofe the Di& 
fentions of Men ; and unite them under a 
Rule of Aftion, which the Charafler of 
the Author mud: recommend to univerfal 
Reverence and Submiffion. For what 
Man couM prefume himfelf wifer than 
God, or dare to oppofe the Perfuafions of 
his Appetite, or the Imaginations of his 
Pride, to the Conclufions of infallible Wif^ 
dom ? Who could diftruft his Goodnels 
or Veracity, or venture to defy his Power ? 
Even he,who tranfgrefsM fiich a Direction, 
muft confefs his own Folly ; and ftill ac- 
knowledge the Law to be holyj juft^ and 
good *. 

In fhort, if the Social Happinefs of 
Mankind depends on a general Pradice of 
moral Virtue ; if this can never obtain but 
by a general Acknowledgment of fome 

com^ 
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common Rule ; if no Riile couM ever pre^ 
vail for fuch a general Acknowledgment^^ 
but by the Prefcription of fome Authority 
to which all wou'd fubmit : and if the 
Authority of God only couM effe£l:ually 
engage fuch SubmiHion, his Goodnefif 
will oblige us to conclude, that he wou'd 
notify his Will, and not fuffer his Crea- 
tures to want fo neceflary a Provifion for 
their Happinefs* 

But Mr. Hobbs thinks^ tie has giveii 
us an Equivalent for Revelation, in the 
Authority of the Civil Magiftrate ; whofe 
Will he propofes as the Mcafure of Good 
and Evil. But there occurs at firft View 
a fundamental Difficulty in this Scheme : 
How fhall this Authority, which is to fix 
the Rules of Morality in the World, be 
eftablifhM itfelf ? In that imaginary State 
of Nature, on which this Hypothefis as 
well as the former is buik, every Man is 
fuppofed equal and independent. How 
then arc they to be brought into Order 
and Subjedion? Why, they are all td 
be fet to War with one another, and fight 
on^ till they can harntfs themfelves into 
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Subordination : And when tfie Strbngeif 
have fubdued the Weaker, the arbitrary 
Impofiti<jns bf their Will are to be re- 
ceiv'd as the Ultimate Rule bf Aftibn.' 
This it feems iis the Original of Govern- 
ilient; and the Diftites of a Power ■ thui 
founded in Violence, Fi^ud, and Oppref- 
fionj are to be reverenced as the Stan- 
dard bf Right and Wrorig, Vice and 
Virtue ; dnd this Standard too nluft alter; 
as often as the Prince changes his Sen- 
timents or Humour; and can laft ho 
longer, than till a fuperior Fbrce ftipplanti 
him, or his Subjefts themfelves Iball 
have Courage and Stl-ength enough to 
break his Yoke; Which they have the 
fame Right to Ihake bff a^ he had to put 
6n ; And, whenever they ha^e Power: 
are Under no Reftraints of Confcience; 
Dutyi or Intetcft, frbm attemptiiig it. 

But fuppbfe this Govefnriient fettl^ci 
in a quiet Submiifion, and its Admini- 
ftrationS as regular a^ can be ex{)edied 
3fl the brdinary Courfe of things : No' 
dbUbt it will be attendee^ with grfeat 
Adtantagesj be infinitely preferable t^y 
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that wild State of Anarchy before fufv 
pofed ; and, for its own Prefervation, will 
eitablifh many ufeful Rules of focial 
Life. But when its Commands are pro- 
pofed as the final Meafure of m^oral 
Virtue, and the only Obligation to the 
Fra£lice of it, it will be found but a 
poor Equivalent for a Divine Revelation^ 
Anrd the Difparity will appear, if we 
confider either its Direftion, or its In- 
fluence. The Dire£lion of human Laws 
cannot poffibly be fo particular, as to de- 
fcend to all Adions of a moral Nature; 
There are numberlefs Afts of Juftice, 
Charity, and other Virtues of great Im- 
portance to the mutual Happinefs of 
Men in Society, whofe Obligation de- 
pends on variable Circumftances, which 
the wifeft Conftitution cannot afcercain, 
and which therefore muft be left to pri- 
vate Confcience : And confequently, no 
Authority can engage the Acknowledg- 
ment and Pra£iice of thefe Duties, buc 
fuch as can reach the Confcience under 
general Prefcriptions. Now a Divine 
Command, tho' delivered in the mofl: ge- 
neral Terms, yet being addrefsM to every 

Man's 
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Man's Conlcierice, will extend its Influ- 
fence and Application to every Occa- 
fibn of Aftidn; But human Laws are 
confined in. their Subjeft to fpecifick 
A£lions^ and imply nd more than they 
fexprelsi If therefore human Laws are 
the ultimate Rule and Standard of moral 
Good and Evil^ if nothing be Good but 
what they direSb, and nothing Evil but 
what they forbid, Men are left in the^ 
^afes without any Riile^ without aiiy 
Motive or Obligation to thefe Duties* 
dr any Reftrakt from acting contrary td 
them. 

And when we come Within the feom- 
pafs of Citril Authority, and the Cafes 
to which its Prefcriptions ican reach, knd 
cbnfider the Forcfe and Efficacy of them; 
they will^ in this refpfeflt, tJear no Com- 
parifdn with a Divine Command. For; 

tiki/fo a bivind Command the Cha- 
f a£ier of the Author prepares Men to 
fubriiit, with a full Afturirice of its Wif- 
Horn and Juftice : But Princes, they know» 
itt not esJemp't frdm Wcaknels and^PaC- 
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fions, which will unavoidably mix with 
their Counfels, and corrupt their Judg- 
ment, as they do other Mens. And tho 
human Authority may reftrain the Liber- 
ty of Adion, yet it cannot take away 
the Liberty of Judgment; and after all 
Mr. HoMs can fay, where there is fo little 
Security of l;he Abilities or Equity of 
the Prefcriber, Men will examine the 
Tendency of the Prefcription, and comply 
but heavily where they can perceive no 
other Goodnefs in it, but what the mere 
Pleafure of fuch an Authority can give 
it. That Confidence in the Wifdom and 
Reaitude of the Law will Be wanting, 
which alone can engage a chearful and 
hearty Obedience ; and nothing will re- 
main to influence Praftice, butanEx- 
pedation of the Impofer's Favour, or an 
Apprehenfion of his Refentment. 

As to the Favour of the Prince, fup- 
oofing it always condufted by the ex- 
aaeft Wifdom and Juftice, and never to 
be guided by Humour or Paffion; yet 
this is a Motive of a very narrow In. 
flaence. Few can fall under his Notice. 

much 
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much fewer can hope for any diftinguifh*d 
Encouragement : And the moft punftual 
Obedience of the far greater Number 
can cxped no other Reward, than bare- 
ly an Exemption frooi Punifhment. And 
as to the Fear of his Refentment, this 
Reftraint has no longer any Force, where 
Men can prefume themfelves cunning 
enough to elude the Notice of human 
Juftice, or rich enough to bribe, or 
ftrong enough to defy the Exequtipn 
of it. Human Authority is here at the 
end of its Line ; its Provifions can go 
no farther : And if there be no fuperior 
Law, no higher Tribunal, to whole Cog- 
jiifance and Juftice Men are accountable, 
the crafty and the powerful, who can 
do moft Miichief, and moft want Re. 
ftraint, are left under none at all. So 
imperfeQily are the moral Ends of Go- 
vernment, and the Rights and Intereft 
both of Prince and People, fecured by 
human Authority, when 'tis left without 
the Support of Divine ; which alone can 
fupply the manifold DefeQs of Civit 
Power, and give Efficacy to the Inftir 
tution. When the Prince is fuppofed to 

C 3 aft 
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aS: himfelf under a fuperior !R.ule^ 
didated by infinite Wifdom and Juftice^ 
an4 an Almighty Omniprefent Powef^ 
vrhom no Artifice can deceive, and ho 
Strength refift, is acknoMvledg'd to in- 
force his Commands, this will derive 
;R.ev*rence on liis Laws, and Authority 
on his Office. And agreeably all Law^j 
givers and Founders of Societies have eii- 
deavour'd to give the Charafler they ali 
ifumed, and the Rules of Life they pre^- 
fcribed, the Support of Divine Authority,, 
Either fome Oracle was confulted, and 
pronounced in general the fuperior 
Wifdom of the Man, or approved his 
Prefcriptions ; or they were* affirmM to 
be di&ated by' fbme Demon. Some 
Evidence or other was callM in, to at- 
teft a Divine Direftion or Approbation ; 
and whether this was real or only pre- 
tended, the Application equally proves^ 
that no Principle was prefumed fufEici^ 
ent to engage the Reverence and Sub- 
iniflion of Men to any Syftem of Rules^^ 
but a Pcrfuafion that they came froni 
Heaven, " or were ratifyM by Divine 
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Upon the whole; we have confiderM 
the Expedients which have undertaken 
to fupply Mankind with a Rule of Mo- 
rality, equal to the Purpofes of fecial 
Life, without having Recourfe to divine 
Revelation. It is evident, that no Rule 
cou'd anfwer this End, unlefs it couM ob- 
tain a general Acknowledgment : And 
I think it as evident, that Mankind, left 
every one to his own Colleftions, in a 
State of abfolute Independency, couM ne- 
ver agree in fuch a Rule, or be kept even 
a Day in an uniform Submiflion to it. 
Before this can appear poflible, the Bulk 
of Mankind mull be fuppofed to ^appre- 
hend clearly, and reafon juftly, without 
Prejudice, Paflion, or Partiality ; a Sup* 
pofition manifeftly contrary to Fad, and 
fit only for Vfopia, 

An as to Mr. Hobbs\ Expedient, we 
confefs the Excellency and Ufefulnefs of 
Civil Government ; but we think the li* 
bertine Principles, from which he derive^ 
it, leave it precarious in its Foundation, 
and even difqualify it for promoting eir 

C4 tber 
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ther the Virtue or Happinefs of Man^ 
kind* And when we confider Givil 
t^owei:, with all the Advantages and PeCr 
fe^tion that any Suppofition can give it ; 
yet ftill it wants a prior Rule fpr its 
p\yn Diredion, and requires the Ac- 
Jjnowledgnient of a fuperior Power, to 
procure Firmnefs to its Eftablifliment^ 
and Reverence and Efficacy to its Conoir 
roand§. 

I» Ihprt; vinder the former Hypothci* 
iis. Mankind are left open to all the 
riiftraaion that Luft and Fplly, aU 
the wild Appetites of corrupt Natute 
let Ipofe without Reftraint, muft necei^ 
farjly produce. The latter only changes 
the Spurce of pur Mifery ; and, to ref- 
(:ue. us frpm the F^flions pf a confute^ 
Multitude, delivers us up, in the moft 
implicit Bondage, to the arbitrary Will 
pf one Tyrant, undireded by any Rule, 
pna\yed by any Authority, and diftin- 
guifli'd from the reft of the Jlerd by 
|iothing elfe but a fuccefsful Oppreflion. 
Cou'd we conceive the World without 
a.* God, fomething like this might befv]^ 
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pofed the Condition of Man In it ; but 
Keafon can never admit fuch an Image 
as this, of a World made and governed 
by infinite Wifdom and Goodne& : 
ui Ggd of ox4er and not of confujum *. 
And yet, for thefe Abfurdities we are 
perfuaded to exchange our Holy Faith. 
Thefe are the Schemes which pretend 
to alTert the Liberties oi* Mankind, and 
j;efc«e them from the Yoke and Tcr- 
yors pf Superftition. This is the blcf- 
ied State into which we are invited, and 
ityhich is immediately to commence, as 
foon a$ we can be pcevailM on to 
depart from Revelatipn. But furely, 
if this be the bcft Profpeft that hu- 
inan ^cafon can give us, after fo miiclt 
Study and Refinement, without calling 
in a fuperior Afliftancc, we need no o- 
ther Argument fpr the NeceflTuy of fuch 
Affiftance. 

at '• 

What a different Face of Things ap^ 
pears to us under the Hypothefis of Re- 
velation ? How effectually is every Dif- 

f 
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order calm'd, Ignorance and Folly en* 
lightened, and every Paflion brought in^ 
to fubjedion, by the Authority of in'- 
finite Wifdom, Juftice, and Power ? 
What Reverence and Efficacy attend 
Civil Government, when 'tis confiderM 
as the Ordinance of God ^, direfted by 
the Prefcriptions of his Wifdom, and fup- 
ported by his Authority ? So far as the 
ConduQ: of a voluntary Agent can be in- 
fluenced by the moft venerable Direftion, 
and the moft powerful Motives of Aftion, 
we have here the utmoft Provifion that 
can be made, or even conceived, for the 
Order, Virtue and Happinefs ofMankindt 

Let us therefore blefs God, who 
has caird us to the Knowledge of his 
"Will by a pure and holy Revelation, de- 
rived down to us thro' a long Succefl 
iion of Ages, and at laft compleated in 
its full Light and Perfeftion, by the Gof- 
pel of Je/us Chriji. A Rule worthy the 
Wifdom of the Author, fitted for the 
pireQtion of every Relation, Office, or 

Rom. 13. a. 
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Condition of life, an4 equally condu- 
cive to the Happinefs of all. Thq 
jprince is here taught how to govern, 
and the Subje£i ho^v to obey. The 
Rich and thfc Powerful are prefcribed 
^hofe Virtues, v/hich will procure them 
Honour and Efteem; and the Poor 
fuch Returns of Gratitude, as will fe* 
cure to them Favour, Support, and Pro* 
te£fcion. The Infolence of the one. and 
the Envy of the other, every provo- 
iking and difquieting Paffion, are put un« 
der DifcipHne and Reilraint: And the 
various Ranks ^ad Orders of Men are 
enjoinM fuch a mutual Exchange of 
Services, as will endear them to each 
other , and fpread Chearfulneis and Plea* 
Jure thro^ human Society; And to the 
whole Syfteni of thefe* beneficial Dutie; 
^e are engajged, by all the Motives 
that can be ofFerM to the Reafbn, or 
Influence the Hopes or Fears of an. 
intelligent Nature. * Ha^fy are the fee* 
j^le that are in fuch a cafe > yea^ blejp^ 

fd are the feople who have the Lord 

i> i. • • ■. ' * 
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fir tbiir God! Let vain and infolent 
Sinners reproach us, if they pleafe, with 
Slavery and S«perftition ; but let us glory 
in Suje£tion to the Will of God, whole 
Service is perfe£l: Freedom, whofp fear 
i^ Peac? and Liberty. 
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SERMON II. 

H E B. I. I, 1. 

God, who at fimdry times, and 
in divers maimers, ffake in time 
faft unto the fathers by the fro- 
(bets. 

Math, in thefe laft days, ffoken mto 
as hy his Sm. 

IE have confider'd the Nccef- 
fity of divine Authority, to 
fix fuch a Rule of Moral 
Virtue, and unite Men in 
Subraiflion to it, as the pri- 
vate and focial Happincfs of Mankind re- 
auires. It appears, how imperfeSly thefe 
Ends 
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iSnds cou'd be provided for^ either fey 
the Reafbn of In independent Multitude; 
left every one to his own Cblle£l:ions ; 
tor by the Prefcriptions of Civil Autho- 
rity, if we exclude Divine Revelation; 
And it cannbt but confirm our Adhe- 
rence to our holy Faith, and that ex- 
cellent Rule of Life and Adion it pro- 
pofes to us, to obferve for what a Scene 
of Mifery iuid Confufion we are perfua- 
ded to exchange it. But before the Gen- 
tlemen, who are fo importunate with utf 
to part with Chriftianityj can expefl: our 
Compliance, they are cbncernM alfp to 
anfwer us another Queftion, -^^ — What 
Religion are we to have in the Place 
of it? 

For if, as they permit tis tb believe; 
there is a Godj the Creator and Go- 
venour of the World, concerned for the 
Happinefs of his Creatures, every in- 
telligent Nature in the Creation mufl: 
be under a Senfe of Duty and Grati- 
tude to this Being. He muft refied,' 
how much he depends on his Provi- 
dence, how much he owes tb his Good- 
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nefs, and be convinced, that all the 
Homage and Subje£tion he is able to 
exprefs, is due to his Infinite Majefty. 
He will perceive his Happinefs to de- 
pend on the Favour or Dilpleafqre of 
this Almighty Power j who rules over 
alJ, and difpofes every Event of Life* 
Thefe are Sentiments, which no De- 
grees of Barbarifm have been able wholly 
to efBice out of the Minds of Men j 
and which have led all Ages and Na- 
tions of the World into fome kind of 
Worihip of the Deity, fome Applications 
to incline his Favour, and avert or re- 
concile his Anger: So that we may 
look upon Religion as a Natural and 
Univerlal Principle, as diftindlive of our 
Species as Reafon it fel£ 

And, when we confider Men as fe- 
cial Creatures united in Communities, 
and having a joint Intered to engage 
the Publick Bleflings and Prote^ion 
of God to them ; no Conclufion can 
appear more obvious and natural, thaii 
that publick and joint Applications to 
the Deity are as, proper to acknowledge, 

or 
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cr procure thefe publick Bleflings, as the 
Addrefles of each individual arc with 
refpeS to his perfonal Wants; To which 
we may add, that the Fear of God 
being, in its Nature, the only Principle 
that can efFcdually reftrain Men from 
Frauds and Injuriesj^ and engage theni 
to Juftice and Veracity in their Deal* 
ings, 'tis reafonable in it felf, and necef^ 
&ry to that mutual Trufl: and Confi- 
dence which the Ends of Society require^ 
that Men (houM give one another fome 
Security that they act under the Influ- 
ence of this Principle. And what Se-^ 
curity can they give, but appearing 
publickly to worfliip God ? He, who 
does this, declares that he owns and 
fears a God : But he, who worfhips noncj 
may juftly be prefumed to acknowledge 
none ; and confequently, not to be re. 
ftrainM from any Wickednefs by the Awe 
of a Supreme Beings 

While we own a God then^ w6 cinnbt 
be fatisfy^d without fome Religion ; and 
the Ends of Society require feme pub^ 
lick Worihip of the Diety ; and what 

lleligtoA 
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Religion have thefe Gentlemen provi4 
ded for us inflead of the Chriilian ? I 
fuppofe they will tell us; Nattiral Reli- 
gion. But what A9:s of Worlhip fhall 
this Religibn cCnfift of ? By what Ob- 
ftrvanceS fllall ^ve propitiate the Deity; 
itconcild his Anger, and engage his Fa- 
i&our arid Affiftance to lis ? As to fo-. 
eial Wdrlhip, this, in the Nature of it,* 
requires an Agreement in foriia publick 
outward Obfervances j for 'tis not ima- 
ginable, how Men cin ixiy other Way 
foe united in a conlmon Adidn. What 
Provifioin then is niad6 for this Agree-j 
inent ? Whb {hall appoint the Rule ? 
And by what Arguments, or Authority; 
ihall the tarioOs Sentiments and Capa- 
cities cif Men be reconciled in a Sub- 
Iniffion to it? Every Man, upon the 
Principles here fuppofed, is left to col- 
lect a Religion from his own Reaiba 
independently on any bther Man's. And 
«^hat Harmony caii we exped in the 
Refult of this Scheme ? In thefe* gene* 
fal Conclufions, that there is a Go^' 
knd that he is to be worfhipp'd, eve- 
^y MaiH^S Reafon may bejuppofcd td' 

n 
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concur ; but before Men can be united 
in ibcial Worfhip, they muft agree in 
the A els and Obfervances it muft con- 
fift of; and here the Dittraflion will 
begin. For Reafon in general dire^ing 
nothing of this kind, with any Cer- 
tainty of the Divine Approbation, the 
Conclufions of the beft Underftanding 
will be but his Opinion ; and every onc*s 
Opinion will be of equal Authority ; the 
Confequence of which muft be as niany 
Plans of Religion as there are Men* If 
(as has been before obferv'd) the Con- 
clufions of the Wife couM never hope 
to over-rule the Folly and Obftinacy of 
an equal independent Multitude, and ob« 
tain the Authority of a general Rule 
even in moral Conclufions, which are in 
their Nature within the Compafs and 
Proof of human Reafon ; much left cou'd 
they prevail for this Authority, in a 
Quefl:ion where they couM offer nothing 
but mere Gaels and Opinion. If in fuch 
a State of Independency, nothing but the 
Autliority of a Divine Revelation couM 
engage a general Acquiefence pf Men 
in any Syflem 9f moral Duties, a Subje£l 

in 
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in \frhich 'tis poffible for Natural Rcafon, 
wth fiiich Improvements and Attention 
as 'tis capable of, to difcover the Will 
of God ; much more muft fuch a Reve- 
lation be neceflary, to give AITurance 
and Reception to a Scheme of Divine 
Worihip; a Subje6i in which Reafon 
Cdh&fles it^ Ignoi:ance, and cannot with 
any Certainty affirm what is acceptable 
ti> Qod. 

Mr; Hobbsh Recourfe, for the Solution 
6f this Difficulty too, is to civil Autho* 
Hty, Whofe Preicriptions he makes the 
ultimate Rule of ILeligion, as well as 
Morality; What he has d&r'd ihall not 
be Hegle^ed : But at prefent I obferve, 
that the Modern Bnediies toi iLevelatidn, 
lurhooi I am here dppbfing^ can have 
no Advantage frbsi his Scheme t becaufe 
tiieirHyifothefis equally excludes God and 
the Magiftrate : And 'tis laid down as ^ 
firft Principle among theiil, that no hu* 
man Authority has aiiy thing to do in 
Matters of Religion* We are required 
by them to confider Mankind in a Stattf 
^g^abfolute Independency as to this Point j 

D i and 
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and I think it as evident^ as the Neg^ 
tive in any moral Queftion can be, that, 
under the Suppofitions of that State, no 
Religion^ at leaft no focial Religion, 
couM ever obtain, but by the Credit 
and Authority of Divine Revelation^ 
And if we confider the Cafe of each In- 
dividual in this State, exclufive of any 
joint or focial Worfhip ; What mon- 
ftrous Abfurdities muft the Folly, Ig- 
norance and Supcrftition, which will 
ever prevail among the greater Part of 
Mankind, lead them into, when left to 
their own CoUedions, without Rule or 
Inftruftor ? 

When we are inquiring what human 
Reafon wouM do, it may be worth the 
while to look back, and obferve in Fad 
and Experience what it has done. I 
prefume, the Gentlemen I am oppofing 
will admit the World to be, at leaft, as 
old as we believe it : And it is not 
very ftrange, that the Religion which 
they fuppofe natural Reafon to didlate, 
ftiouM never obtain as a publick Worlhip 
of the Pcity, in any oac Nation or So- 
ciety 
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dcty flf Men thro' the whole World ? 
CouM no body, befides thefe fagacious 
Perfons, ever light on this obvious Dif^ 
covery ? Or were Mankind fo univer- 
fally abfurd and irrational, that none 
couM ever gather a Congregation to join 
with him in a Worfhip, which every 
Man's Reafon is fuppofed to direQ: ? 
From this fingle Confideration we may 
juftly conclude, that this Natural Reli- 
gion to which we are invited^ is but a 
dark imprafticable Projeft, incapable of 
that rational Evidence and Satisfaftion 
it pretends to give. And if, on the o- 
ther hand, it appears upon Inquiry, 
that Mankind have always referred them- 
felves to Revelation, as the only Rule 
that cou'd diredt, the only Authority 
that couM prefcribe, an acceptable Wor- 
fhip of God ; this is a fair Proof, that 
human Reafon is confcious of its own 
Weaknefs and Infufficiency for this In- 
quiry, and can reft on nothing bur 
Revelation. How was it then, that all 
the Superftitions and Schemes of Reli- 
gion, which we have either known oJ^ 
lipard of, obtaioM Credit and Receptioa 
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in the >yorld ? Did they not all freten4 
to derive from Heaven, and refer to 
fome Revelation, fonie fpecial Notice of 
a Divine DireQ:ipn or Approbation, fojr 
their Original? We, who ackno\yIedgj5 
the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teftatnent as fuch a Revelation, contend 
that God did fpecially appoint the Man- 
ner of his Worfliip to the Patriarchs 
of Mankind. And we wouM ask a Deiftt 
what other rational Account he can give 
of the Way of WorJGhip by Sacrifice, 
fo early and fo generally receiy'd thro^ 
the World. What Suggeftions of Rea* 
fon cou^d lead fo many diftant Nations, 
without Affinity or Correfpondence witli 
each other, to agree in fo improbable a 
Conclufion, as that the Favour of God 
ihould be inclined, his Anger appeafedy 
and their Offences ^ttoned, by fhedcling 
tthe Blood of his Creatures : an A£^ion, 
in all the Views of Reafon, rather like 
fo provoke, tlian reconcile the Deity. 
What tolerable Account can be given 
of this notorious ^a£t, but that aflignM 

Iby us, That this was originally ^ 

pofitivc Injun6iion of God, derived dowi^ 
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by Tradition to the feveral Families 
of Mankind^ and carried with them 
into the feveral Places of their DiP» 
perfion ? And I cannot but obferve by 
the Way, what Confirmation the Chri- 
ftian Religion receives, from the clear 
and confiftent Account it gives us of 
this Inftitution. When we confider Sa- 
crifices in the Views arifing to us from 
that Syftem of Theology, as prefiguring 
the final Sacrifice of Chrift, that Lamb 
iwho was Jlain from the foundation of 
the world f , the Relation and Signi- 
ficancy of the Right are apparent. No- 
thing cou'd be better devifed, or more 
apt to continue down fuch an Expeda- 
tion among Mankind. We may reafon- 
ably believe,* that when this Rite was 
appointed, the Intention of it was, in 
feme Meafure, explainM j and the Faith 
of Men direfl:ed to the Hope it was 
defign'd to prefcrvc. But ^tis cafy to 
conceive hpw all this might be loft, 
and yet the Rite it felf retain^. A 
J)oarine, delivered in the Prophetick 

t Rcy. ij, 8. 

D 4 Qbfcurity 
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Obfcurity, and taught only by oral Tr^-^ 
dition, might eafily be loft or miftaken ; 
but 'twas fcarce poflible, Men fliou'd for-J 
get an outward vifible Ad, performed by 
their Fathers as a Propitiation of the 
Deity. This was portable, and travePd 
with them whei;ever they went; AncJ 
all the fucceeding Superftitions they rc- 
Jgeived, prevailed only for a new Appli- 
cation of this Hite, with regard l;o the 
Objed of Worfliip, or the Additipn of 
ibme others to it. But I muft obfervq 
further, that none of thefe accefl^onal Su- 
perftitions obtainM in the World, but 
ijpon the Credit of a particular Reve- 
lation from Heaven. Some Signification 
pr other of the Divine Will was pre- 
iiimed, in Obedience to which they werq 
admitted into Religion ; and generally 
the fame Hiftories riiat report the Ob- 
ieryanccs, tell us alfo the pretended Re-^ 

velations which authorized them. This 

. • • • ♦ . . . . ■» « . 

Argument, and tjiis only, was able to 
engage the Faith and Submiflion pf Man- 
kind* }t was obvious enough to con-? 
elude, that God might annex his Fa- 
vours to what Obfervances He pleas'd ; 
^ •' but 
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but Reafon cou'd not difcover his Plea- 
fure, or by any Conclufions of its own 
affure thefc Effefts to one Scheme of 
Religion in preference to another. It 
might indeed have refufed whatever ap- 
peared inconfiftent with the Attributes 
of the Divine Nature, Thus far it niight 
argue in the Negative : But, as to any 
pofitive Diredion, it flood filent and 
fofpended, liftening after fbme Voice 
from Heaven ; and was, in this DifpOk 
fition, prepared to admit any Superfti- 
tions, which the Craft and Subtilty of 
the Devil or Man impcfcd under that 
Character. The beft Underftanding was 
here in the Dark, and cou'd affirm no- 
thing pofitiyely from its own Light : 
5ut as to the thoughtlcfs Vulgar, who 
have neither Leifure nor Capacity for 
accurate Examinations, they a£ted, as it 
muft always be expefted they will do, 
and refign'd themfelves implicitly to the 
Appearance of Revelation, 

As the univerfal , Condu£i: of Man« 
l^ind is an Argument, that human Na-< 
iure c^nnet reft fatisfy'd in any Scheme 

ol 
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of Religion, but what it prefumes has 
the Authority of a Divinfe Prefcription ; 
io the many Abfurdities and Impieties^ 
which were admitted under that Cha« 
raflter into the Heathen Worfliip, are 
a good Proof how unable human Rea- 
fon is to judge for its felf in this In- 
quiry ; how neceflary for Men, and how 
agreeable to the Wifdom and Goodnefs 
of Cod it is, that He Ihould direfl: them 
by a real Revelation. 

If this Natural Religion we hear fa 
much of, imply'4 any determinate Wor- 
fliip; if human Reafon had fuch clear 
and pofitive Views in this Matter, as 
thofe who recommend it for our ulti- 
mate Rule wou'd pcrfuade us to believe ; 
it is not imaginable how thofe ridicu- 
lous, and, which are worfe, thofe im- 
pure sfnd immoral Rites which polluted 
the Heathen Wprfhip, cou'd have found 
fp wide a Reception. Tis true, indeed, 
thefc were npt propofed as the Con. 
clufions of Reafon, • but as the Prefcrip. 
lions of pretencjed Revelations ; but they 
Vere the Conwances cjf their Reafon 

who 
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^ho impofed thefe pretended Revelations. 
And as they were concerned, upon politi- 
cal Accounts, ro ailuFe the Succefs of 
f:he Imppftiire^ they wou-d certainly 
leave it as little expofed to Obje&ion z^ 
might be ; and adapt it, as well as they 
couMy to the Tafte and Sentiments of 
^hofe to whoni they oflferM it: And 
accordingly they did accommodate it to 
^he Res^fbn of thpfe to whom they pro- 
pofed it ; a Reafon darkened by Ignoranoe, 
and corrupted by Pafiion. To the Ap- 
probation of fuch a Realbn as this, the 
Pretence of a New Revelatipn found it 
ielf even recommended, by offering an 
Indulgence to the Luft, the Cruelty, or 
Revenge of Men. Hence it was, that 
the moft abominable Pollutions of Sen-* 
fuality, the Sacrificing captive Enemies, 
and other Impieties, were received into 
the Pagan Rituals^ as Ads of Religion, 
and Propitiatipns of tl^e Deity. So un- 
able is Man, without this fpecial Diredi- 
-pn of God, to fix the proper Rule of his 
^dipn^^i^ either in Religion of Morality^ 
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If it be faid, that the Oflence which 
thefe Impieties muft give to the Di- 
vine Nature, might have appeared to any 
one who attended to the Confideration 
of them, and therefore thefe Inftanccs 
do not prove the Incapacity of Reafon 
to judge of this Subjeft, but only^ aa 
Abufe or Inattention of it; We may 
Anfwer, that the Queftion is not, how 
human Reafon might a£k in fuch Cir- 
cnmftances, but how it wouM a£l:. 
Thisis indeed the great Fallacy, that runs 
thro' almoft all the Libertine Schemes 
which of late have been offerM us. In 
their Premifes they confider human Rea- 
fon in its higheft Perfeftion, and then 
argue as if every Man in the World 
wouM always aft according to this 
Reafon. No doubt, right Reafon might 
have difcern'd the Incqnfiftcncy of fuch 
Jmpurities with the Nature of Divine 
Worfhip ; but Mankind, confiderM in the 
jgrofs, never were, nor ever will be go* 
vernM by right Reafon. And we are 
not inquiring, what Reafon in its utmoft 
Improvement might do ; this is human 
JLcafon only in Theory ; in Fad it is 

quite 
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quite another thing ; lazy in its Search^ 
confufed in its Apprchenfion, and weak 
In its Dedudions. * Its Perceptions are 
blinded, and even its Conviftions over- 
born by various Lufts and Paflions. This 
will ever be the Reafon of a Multitude ; 
and the Inquiry before us is, what fuch 
a Reafon as this, left to its (elf without 
any Superior Rule or Direftion, wou'd 
produce or admit: And ftom what it 
a6:ually has done in thefe Circumftances^ 
we may fairly infer what it wouM do 
again. Human Reafon, as to its natural 
Powers, is juft the fame now, as it was 
two Thoufand Years ago. If it argues 
better in Religion ; if it rejefts thofe ab- 
furd and deteftable Modes of WorjQiip it 
then reverenced and applauded, 'tis not 
becaufe its Faculties are, in themfelves> 
any clearer or ftronger than they were ; 
but becaufe it has fubmitted its Weak<« 
nefs and Ignorance, its Pride and Pafl 
fions to the Light and Authority of the 
Chriftian Revelation. Take away the 
Direction and Reftraint of this Authority 
it will ad juft as it did, and relapfe into> 

t|j^ famp iExtravagaacies^ the fame Folly 
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zxA Su^rftkion that t>revaU*d tin It 
before; 

Suppose then thefe Gentlemen^ Prln« 
dt>les {bou^d univerfally be received (as 
no doubt they intend they fhouM be^ 
by publilhing them to the World) and 
that in cbnfequence bf them Chriftia- 
nity ihouM be abolifh'd. It concerns us 
to refled^ what Face of Things wou'd 
fucceed in the Place of ib That State 
of Natural Religion^ as they afFed td call 
it, a Worfliip ctf the Deity diffatcd by 
fober and difpailionate Reafon^ which 
they perfuade us to exped^ is a mere 
fpeculative Notion^ which neVer was^ 
nor ever can be reduced into ptiblick 
PraQice. Thefe Projedors will find it 
difficult to agree among themfelves what 
Ads of Worfliip this Natural Religion 
fhouM confift of J but what can we ima- 
gine mufl: be the general Event of this 
Scheme among Mankind* left every One 
to fliift for himielf, and aevife liis own 
Religion ? Human Reafon, indeed^ under 
Its common Difabilities, is pretty uniforni 
fo far as thcie firil and general Conclu^ 

fionsg 
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fions.— That there is a God, and that 
He is to be worfhip'd ; but as ibon as 
we go beyond them, and carry the In- 
quiry into the Particulars of that Wor- 
ihip, (as we muft do before it can be ad- 
apted for the Concurrence of any Num- 
ber of Men in it) the beft Capacities 
can but guefs their Way, and the Bulk 
of Mankind muft prefently be loft in 
Darknels and Confiifion. Imagine, then^ 
the Suppofitions of this Scheme efiedual- 
ly to take Place ; Men to be univerfatly 
perfuadedj to renounce all Revelatibn, 
and Divine Werihip to be left a Blank, 
to be iiird up as every Man pleas'd ; 
What wou*d be the Refult ? Why, it feems 
a glorious State of Natural Religion. But 
is there any Provifion made for pubiick 
Worihip ? None at all ; it muft be given 
upas impra£Ucable. So that this State 
of Natural Religion iffiift, in all Appear* 
ance,be a State of general Irreligion. But 
Experience afliires us, that the &r greater 
Part of Mankind will have a Religion, 
and win not be fatisfy'd without fome 
Appearance of Revelation in Support of 
it : And therefore the real Confequence 

of 
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of difcarding the Chriftian Rcvelatidii,' 
wou'd be a Succeflion of fome other Pre- 
tence in the room of it : A Revival of 
fome oldj arid a diftrafted diflbnant Jar^ 
gon of new Superftitions* Thefe are the 
Blefling« to a Participation of which 
thefe Gentlemen fo earrieftly call us. The 
neceflary Confequences, that milfl: attend 
the giving up Chriftianity upon theit 
Sheme, are either that no Face dr Ap- 
pearance of Religion wou'd be left m the 
World ; or clfe that all the abfurd and 
impious Superftitions that Folljr, Igno- 
rance, Knavery or Enthufiafm couM ftig- 
geft, wou'd prevail with fo irreconcile- 
able a Diftrafbion, as muft render all Re« 
ligion ridiculous, and all focial Worfhip 
impofiiblei 

Let us fee, then, how 1sAx\ Hvbbs haS 
provided for us upon his Hypothefis, 
which refers us to the Magiftrate for 
the ultimate Rule of our Religon; Some- 
thing better it muft be confefsM : For, 
in the firft Place, here is fome, tho' im- 
perfcft, Provifion made for the political 

jEjids of Religion^ aad its ^lofluence on 

humaqi 
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human Society. And then, if the Ma- 
giftrate happens to approve it) we hav6 
ftill a Chance t6 keefi the Chriftian Re^ 
ligion. But we wouM willingly recciive 
our Religion upon a better Authority^ 
and hold ic by a better Tenure tha4 
this: 

. For, iy?i The Reafon of the Magi-^ 
ftrate is no more able to difcover thi 
Will of God, or what Worfhip ii agree- 
able to hiffl, than the Reafon of other 
Men ; and therefore, as td any Prefump- 
tion of engaging hh Favdur^ any Satis- 
fedlion of Confcicflce in the Perfor-i 
mance; we are in the faoie^ dr rather 
a worfe. Condition upon this Hypbthe- 
fis Chan the former: 

^dtjf^ It is notorious, tliat the liiOfl 
abfurd and impious Superftitions^ that 
have ever obtained in the WOrld,' have 
been authorifed by Civil POwer; iind 
therefore^ we are no bettet feciired a- 
gainfl: the Return of theih by triilfin^ 
the Magiftrate, without anjr prior Rule 
tor Dircdion to provide for us^ than by 

E 
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leaving every Man to provide for him^ 
ielf. And, 

Laftly, I muft obferve, that Civil Au- 
thority has not, in Fad, prefcribed any 
Religion as the Conclufions of its own 
Wifdom, but as direOied or confirm'd 
by fome Revelation. The Founders and 
facceeding Lawgivers of Societies lavr 
a political Neceffity of Authorifing fome 
Religion ; but they faw alfo, tlmt no- 
thing cou'd give Men that Satisfedion 
they requirM in Religion^ nothing cou'd 
afTure them that God approved and 
wouM reward the Service, but the Decla- 
ration of God himfelf. And therefore, 
tho' they adjufted the Religion they 
chofe or inftituted, as well as they cou^d, 
to their political Schemes, and to the 
Tempers, Sentiments, and fom^imes to 
the prevailing Vices of the People, to in- 
duce them more eafily to credit a pre- 
tended Revelation; yet they rdy'd not 
upon their own Authority, as fuffictenC 
to recommend it to the Reverence and 
Confciencc of Men, but depended on 
the Revelation itfelf for that E^d. Ci-> 

vU 
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ill Authority then, which Mn Hoiis 
bfFers ils to fupply the Place of Reve- 
latfon, refufes the Province aflignM to 
It, and refers itfelf to lievelatibn for 
lis ov(rn Direftibn in Religion ; and 
pretends bnly to in force the Comtiiandi 
*t)f a fuperibr Authority: Upon thp 
whole, this Hypbthefis^ tho' it provides!, 
fome Remedy againft the Confufions of 
the former, yet leaves us^ upbn the Ilfue^ 
in little better Condition than that: We 
arc to give up bur Religion in a Chart 
iilanik; and what are we to eipeft iii 
the Place bf it? Even what a Man,' 
weak, ignorant, and undirefted as our- 
iclvcs, fhall pleafe to appoint usi We 
are to worfhip God, without any Satis- 
faction of Confcience in What we do^' 
any Prefumptibn bf his Apprbbati&n,^ 
any Prbfpeflt of Reward from him: Thii 
Js the manifeft Confeqiieiice of this Hy- 
pothefis, as it ftiridi in its own Terrtis^ 
and propbfes the Will bf ci\^il Autho- 
rity as the ultimate Rule bf oiir Reli- 
gion, exclufive bf all pievelatibn. But 
if, i^Q conclude^ is We juftly may,^ ^hat 
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ihis Authority wou'd do, frorir what it 
formerly has done, tie real. Event of 

difmifRng the Chriftian keligion^ as we 

are perfuaded to do, and dcfiring this Au« 

thority to fupply us with fome other ia 

the Room of it, mud: be, that either Aftf* 

hometijmj Taganijinj fome old or new 

Siiperftition, as the Humour or Enthuii- 

afm of the Prince happens to lead him^ 

ihouM be authorifed and impofed on us 

as to our Religion. 

We have ften and examined the va- 
rious Schemes of In.fidelity, the Over- 
tures iipon whofe Encouragement we 
are deflred to renounce our Religion. 
But furely if human Reafon, for the 
Benefit of whofe DireQipn we are per- 
fuaded to withdraw burfclves from Re* 
velation, x:an make no better Offers than 
thcfe, we may be permitted to ftay 
where we are- 

t propofed not at prefcnt to aflert; 
the Evidence of the Chriftian Revcla-* 
tion, but only to clear the way to it^ 

by 
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by obferving the Neceffity of admitr 
ting fotne Revelation ; and we defire 
you only to adhere to the Chriftian, 
till fome other better proved, and bet- 
ter recommended, fhall be oflferM ijj 
the Place of it. In the mean tinie, 
what has occurM in thefe Reflections, 
will, I hope, determine you not to give 
up an Inftitution, which direds fo ra- 
tional a Service of the Deity, and en- 
forces by the nobleft Profpeds and Mo* 
tcives of A£lion, fo pure, fo ufeful a 
Syftem of Morality, fo conducive to the 
perfonal and ciyii fnterefts of Mankind 
(either for th^t wild impraCbicable Pro- 
left of Natural Religion, to which our 
modern Deifts invite yoij, or for what 
Mr. Hobbs\ Magiftrate ftiall be pleasM 
to devife for you, Bring but an equal, 
impartial Mind to the Inquiry, and the 
more attentively you examine the Go& 
pel, the more you will perceive both 
the Evidence of its Authority, and the 
Excellency of its Rules : And be indu- 
ced to adore ^he Goodnef^ and Mercy 

E 3 of 
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of God, * Whereby the day-^ring froftk 
on high hath v'tjked ttSj $o give light 
to them that fate m darhtejs andthe Jho' 
dow of death J and to guide ottr fe^t \^ 
fhe %(rajf of peace,, 

* Luke I. i%i J?. 
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SERMON in. 

I Peter III. ly. 

Pe ready always to give an anfaier, 
to every man that asheth you a 
reason of the ho[e that is in you, 
lantb meeknefs and fear. 

EVERAL obvious Condu. 
Gons arife to us from thefe 
Words. As, 

I", That we muft expeft to be 
askM a Realbn of the Hope that is ia 
us. And tho' it may be prefum'd, that 
the Occafions of anfwcring Queftions of 
this kind occurr'd more frequently when 
Hi this 
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this Epiftle was wrote^ when the Pro- 
fcffion of Chriftianity was yet but ne>»r, 
Jts Convert^ comparatively a fmall Nujnr 
ber, and the greater Part of thofe among 
whom they lived were Infidels to it§ 
Authority ; yet the Prcdiflions of the 
firft, and the Experience of all fiicceed- 
ing Ageij affurp us, that th^ Gpfpel will 
never want Enemies, who will call us 
jto this Duty. 

IPy, We may pbfery^, that this Pre- 
cept is npt given with any fpecial Re- 
ftraint to the Minifters and Teachers 
Qf Religipn, but direfted v^ithout Li- 
jnitation to all Chriftians. Th^ Stpw- 
^rds, indeed, of the divine Myfteries^ 
the Shepherds of the Flock, are by the 
Nature of the jr Q^c? gnd Station e(pe- 
cially rcqujrM to refift Gain-layers, and 
ought to be more eminently prepared 
for this Service. But, fiflce thpfe who 
he in wait to deceive, will generally 
attempt the Sheep rather than the Shep- 
Jherd, 'tis tfic Duty and Cohcecji of eve- 
ry Chriftian to b6 ready for a Trial, 
IR which he is fo much expofei 'And 

there- 
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Ithereforc, tho' we are forbidden to cnr 
t/srtain you with fuch Queftions as on* 
ly tend to gender Strife * ; yet 'tis ouv 
bounden Duty, and a necefljiry Appli? 
cation qi our Office, to inftrud you iq 
fiich Queftions as relate to the Funda* 
mentals of our Faith, and enable you 
to give an Anfwer to all who fhall opr 
pofe them. But efpecially is this Care 
neceflary, when open and publick At-^ 
tempts are made upon th^ firfi: Princii- 
ples of our Religion. When the Con^p 
tpntion is not about the Fitnefs of fqme 
Materials, or the Decency of fome Qt^ 
{laments in the Fabrick of the Church ; 
tho' thefe are not to be difreg^rded as 
Trifles ) but the Edifice itfelf, and even 
the GrQjind \t ftand^ on, are attacked : 
the Mii^on of our Lord, and the wholp 
Authority of the Gofpel clifputed. In 
ah Article of fo much Danger, every 
Hand fbou'd be ftrengthened, and pro« 
yided with propei; Arms for Defehc^ 
;^e inay obferve, 
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Ill^y. The juft Temper with which 
(heie Concefts ihouM be managed on 
our Part, with meeknefs and fear ; i. e^ 
without the Railings of Anger, or the 
licvity of the BufFoon. We are re- 
cjuired to eanteni earneftlyfor our faith *i 
but the Firmneis and 2^eal implyM in 
this Expreffion, may very well confift 
with fuch a reverent and ferious Compo^ 
fare of Mind, as is agreeable to the 
Gravity and Importance of the Sub- 
jed, and the Genius of our ReligioOf 
But, 

Lajilyj The great Gonclufion fug* 

ffted by th^fe Words, and to which 
wou-d chiefly engage your Attention, 

That jufl: and ratis&3:ory R^afpns 
may be given for the Hope and Faith 
we profcfs. Our Religion defires no 
pther Favour, than a fober ancj dilpai^ 
iionate Bxaminatipn. It fubmics its 

f p€ gtfural Bpifih of ]\idQ, vcr. 3. 

Grounds 
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grounds 4m4 Reafons to an unprcjudit 
ccd Trial ; and hopes to approve itfelf 
to thp Cpnyi£tion of any equitable Enr 
guirer. 

In Ibmc , fgrmeir Difcoudes I have en-? 
jJe^vour-d to open a Way to this Que? 
^ion, by fliewing in general the Necet 
iity of fome Revelation. J proceed now 
to confider, in particular, what Evi- 
dences we have that the Chriftian Re? 
ligioQ is derived tp us from fuch a Re- 
velation. 

Now the Proofs of a divine Revela* 
^ion may be diftinguifhM into Internal 
and External. 5y Internal Proofs, I 
inean fuch as arlfe to us from the Mat* 
tercontainM, the Doftrinesf taught, or 
the Rules prefcribed by the Syftem pro- 
pofed as a diyine Revelation. The Ex^ 
ternal Proofs [arc fuch putward Fai^s 
as alfert the Attefl:atipn of God to hu 
A Concurrence of bfoth thefe kinds of 
Evidence is neceilary, to aflure our Faith 
in a Divine Revelation. For if the Mat- 
ter be fuch, as Reafon tells u? 'tis imr 
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pofliblc God ihouM reveal, na outward 
Proofs will be able to convince us that 
God did reveal it. On the other Side^ 
tho* the Matter be fuch as might be 
revealM by God ; yet external and pofi- 
tive Proofs only can aflure us of the 
Faft, that God did reveal it. ^Tis my 
Intention at this Time, to confidef the 
Internal Proofs of the Gofpel Revela^i 
tion ; and fhew, what Anfwer may be 
given on this Head, to every one who 
afks 4 rfofon of the hoj^e (bat is in us. 

But it muft be premifed, that from 
thefe internal Proofs we do not pre- 
tend pofitively and direftly to infer, 
that any Doiftrine or Syftero, the Scrip* 
tures of the New Tgftament fqc in? 
fiance, are a Divine Revelation ; but on- 
ly that they may be. Some pious and 
good Men indeed, from the excellent 
EfFeds, the Comforts and Illuminjition§ 
they h^^ve found from ^reading the holy 
Scriptures, have concluded, that they 
carried in themfelves a pofitive Evidence 
©f the Spirit pf God. But, I doubt, 
jthis Argument is only psrfonal %q them- 

felves> 
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ftlvcs, and cannot, with any Hopes of 
Succefs, be apply'd td the Cdnyi^ioii 
of an Unbeliever. For thefe EfFeds of 
the Scriptures are owing to the good 
Difpofition with which they are read^ 
and the ! Concurrence of divine f Grace 
with it. He. who is not fo difpofed, will 
not find thejfe EfFcfts ; and confcquentlyj 
will have'^^o Inducemeat to make the 
fame Infereaces that they do« He can- 
not fq^ them ja the lame Light, and diA 
cern the f^me Chara£^r in them^ Who^ 
ever will.drgue froin this Topick with 
another, does, in Reality, only appeal 
to himfelf, and his own Apprehenfions : 
And if a Mahometan fhou'd tell him he 
feels the iame Effeds from the Alco^ 
ran^ and fees the fame Marks of Di^ 
vinity in it, he wouM. offer the fatne 
Proof for his Superftition, as the othct 
offers for, the Gofpel. If we expedl tb 
convince any Man of what he does not 
yet allo^, we muft deduce it from fomc 
Principle Which he either does, or we 
can by Reafon oblige him to acknovp'^i^ 
ledge. But to argue from inward Sen- 
timents of our own, . which he has not^ 

and 
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find we cannoc give him^ is Only pet*- 
fuading him to believe becaute we be- 
lieve ; and he may as well perfuade us td 
disbelieve, becaufe he disbelieves. 

Bi?^ tho' it cannot be inferred from 
the Contents of any Book or Syftem of 
Doflrine, that ^tis a Divine Revelations^ 
yet it may be inferred that 'tis not; A 
Negative Conclufion may be good in this 
Cafe, tho' a PoOtive cannot; If fuch Book 
or Syftem contains any thing contrary to 
any prior acknowledged Truth, this is a 
good Proof that 'tis not a Divine Reve^ 
lation ; becaufe we are aifured that God 
cannot affirm to us a manifeft Fallhbod : 
But if no fuch Objedion appears againft it^ 
all we can conclude is^ that it may be 
revealed by God. Where a precedent Re- 
velation is acknowledged, if what is of- 
fered as a fubfequent contradi£^s or is ir- 
reconciLeable with that, it is certain that 
both cannot be reveaPd by God, becaufe 
God cannot contradid: himfelf : But a 
freedom from fuch a Coiitradifiioh proves 
Only that the latter may be reveal'd^ as 
Itrell as the formers In aiferting, th^re^ 

for^ 



the Chrijiian Revelation. 6^ 

fore, the internal Proofs of the Gofpel 
Revelation, all we are concerned to fheM^ 
is, with reiped to an Unbeliever of all 
Revelation, tliat it teaches or prefcribes 
nothing contrary to any prior Truths 
N'atural or Moral. With refpeft to thofe 
who agree with us in receiving a prior 
Revelation, that it contains nothing in- 
con fiftent or contradi6lory to that. la 
Ihort, That no internal Obje6fcion, of ei- 
ther of thefe Kinds, lies againfl: our ad^ 
micting it as a Divine Revelation. 

Now the Contents of the Gofpel are 
its Moral Do£lrines, thofe Articles it 
propofes to the Faith, and thole positive 
Ordinances it prefcribes to the Obfervanc^ 
of its DifcipIeSi 

As to the firft, tho^ I am perfuaded, that 
generally the Reftraints this Religion lays 
on the corrupt Lufts and Paflions of Men, 
has been the real ground of their Pre* 
)udices againfl: it ; yet few have cared to 
own this Motive of their Oppodtion to 
it, or openly to objeQ: to the Morality 
of the GofpeL All its ancient Enemies 

were 
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Were contented to leave it without Ac- 
culation on this Head, and only to ob^ 
ferve, that its Rules of this Kind gave it 
jpp Pretence to the Chara£ter of a Divinfc 
Revelation ; fince it informed us in no 
mofe than the Improvtnlehts of natural 
^eafon had concluded before, and the 
Fhilofophy of Pagans had taught in t 
Iriord accurate Method and Digeftion. 
But we are at laft attackM even on this 
lecure Quarter, and are told by a ^ lata 
Adverfary, that the Morality of the Go& 
pel is contrary to Realbn. That what 
we have been taught to call Vices,' arei 
really A£iions the moft beneficial, and 
moft. conducive to the Happinefs 6f Man- 
kind : And confequently, that what have 
obtained the Name of Virtues, are Ac- 
tions of a deftrufltive Tendency, and un- 
j3atural Abridgments of human Liberty : 
And that the Principles under which wfl 
have been perfuaded to abhor the one^ 
and reverence the other, are mere Cheat 
and Impofition^ the Inventions of crafty 
and defigning Men. But we may otH 

♦ Fable of the Dc». 



the Chrifiian Revelation^ 65 

with fome Satisfadion^ that tho' 
the imriicdiate Objeft of this Writer's 
Malice be apparently the Cbriftian Re« 
ligion, upon whofe Principles and Au*^ 
thority Morality is now eftablifh'd a* 
niong lis ; yet his Charge lies equally a<^ 
gainft all Rules of A£tion^ which have 
ever obtained any lading Efteem in the 
fatidnal World: And that the Precepts 
he obje£ls to as unreafonable^ have been 
Approved aiid recommended by the moft 
celebrated Mafters of Reafon, Men of the 
greatefl Capacities and Improvements, in 
all Ages. They wanted, indeed^ what 
Revelation only couM give, a fufficient 
Authority to reconcile Mens Submiffion 
to their Rules; and a Profpeft of Rewards 
and Penalties^ fufficient to engage their 
Obfervance and pver-ballance the Paf-* 
(ions that tempted Men to tranfgreis 
them. But their Dire£kions are very 
much the fame with the Chriftian i And 
they propofe them, a$ the wiicil: and 
mfaft efFeftuil Provifion for the gene- 
ral Happinefs of Mankind^ that Reafon 
cou'd devife. In Concurrence with this 
Argument^ we may obferve alfd, that the 

F greater 
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greater Part of thefe Rules have becri 
prefcribed by the Wifdom of all Laws ; 
and wherever any Inftitution has depart- 
ed from them, it has been generally ccn- 
fured as defe£live, and contrary both to 
Prudence and Juftice* Thus the beft and 
moil: improved Reafon of Mankind has 
been ufed to argue, in all Ages, and un- 
der all the Diverfity of Religions : And, 
in the Refult of its moft attentive In- 
quiries, has concluded that Vice is a real 
Evil, and Virtue a real Good ; the one the 
proper Averfion, the other the proper 
Choice of a reafonable Nature, and the 
only fure Foundation both of perfonal 
and focial Happinefs. But it feems, , all 
the Reafon and Policy in the World have 
been hitherto perfedly in the Dark ; and 
couM not, in fo many Ages Search, find 
out the proper Intereft of Mankind, till 
this Perfon of deep Thoughts came at laft 
and difcover'd ,the Secret.^ 

But perhaps it will be laid, that this 

general Approbation of Reafon we argue 

from, is only the Notions of a few ({)e- 

. culative Perfons, trained up in a confined 

Way 
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iVay of thinking; who, in Confederacy 
with Civil Authority, have agreed to im- 
pofe and inforce thefe ConcIuHons on 
ihe World That the bulk of Mankind 
have always judged otherwife ; govern^ 
themfelves by different Maxims ; and, 
^herever they had Liberty, purfued fuch 
Vices as were agreeable to their feveral 
inclinations* 

But when we ask, whether a Precept 
hv Aftibn be agreeable tp Reafon, I pre* 
fume we mean right Reafon: Reafon 
kbftrafted from the Weaknefs or Preju- 
dices, with which it is incumbered in 
Particulars. To Realbfl as diverfify'd by 
the various Lufts, and Ignorance of In* 
dividuals, 'tis impoffible to fay what is 
agreeable, or what li riot. This is too 
inconfiftent and irreconcileable, to be a 
Meafiire or Standard of Judgment. When 
we appeal to Reafon, therefore, we muft 
intend fbme fix'd and Aable Principle, 
Reafon in its proper Reftitude and Per- 
feftiori. And furcly the Confent of all 
thoughtful and inquifitive Men in all 
Ages in one Conclufion, is a flrong Pre- 

F a fumption 
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furaption that 'tis agreeable to right Rea- 
fon. Error could hardly be fo uniform 
as thisi At leaft, the Concurrence of the 
moft improved and moft attentive Part of 
Mankind in any AfTertion, is a better 
Proof of its Conformity to right Reafon^ 
than the Concurrence of all the thought* 
lefs, ftupid, inconfiderate Wretches, which 
compofe the common Herd of the World, 
is of the contrary. And [yet, in fome late 
Arguments, thefe confufed Sentiments of 
the Multitude have been complimented 
as the proper Standard of Reafbn ; and 
Learning^ Study, and all the Advantages 
which are ufually thought to render one 
Man's Judgment preferable to another, 
have been reprefented as difqualifying 
Men for the Search and Difcernment of 
Truth* 

BcjT, in the prefent Qucftion, how 
does it appear, that even this bulk of 
Mankind are in Judgment againft us ? 
Why, they have in all Ages followM Rules 
directly oppodte to ours, and indulged 
themfelves in fuch Practices, as the Mo- 
rality we contend for forbids. But ad- 
mitting 
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mitting the Faft, does it follow thence 
that they have really approved their 
own Pradice, and not aded againft their 
own Convidions ? Is it an uncommon 
Thing for Men to acknowledge a Law 
to be holy, juft, and good, and yet to 
tranfgrefs it? But fuppofing each has 
a&ed with a full Satisfadion of his Rea- 
fon in what he did: yet has any one 
of theqi apj^roved all Vices as good> 
and condemned all Virtues as evil ? 

In a former Difcourfe, to fhew the Ne- 
ceflity of Revelation, I obfervM that no 
uniform Rule of AQ:ion cou'd ever ob- 
tain from the Conclufions of an inde<> 
pendent Multitude, left every one to 
judge for himfelf, under the various Dif' 
abilities and Prepoffeflions, which mufl: 
ever be expe£ted to prevail among the 
greater Part of Mankind. The confc- 
cjuence of fuch a State, wou^d certainly 
be almoft as many Rules of AGtion as 
Men, diverfify'd according to their dif. 
ferent Paflions and Capacities ; nor is it 
imaginable, how they couM ever be uni- 
ted under one Rule^ but by a S^bmiflion 
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to fome Authority prefcribing it. Bu^ 
ftill, to a Looker on, able to abftraft 
from thefe Particulars, a Conclufion 
would arife, even from this diffbnant 
Variety of Judgments, in Approbation 
of Virtue, and Condemnation of Vice^ 
Fortho' each \yould accommodate his 
ij^ule to his own Propenfities, and in- 
clude an Indulgence for his favourite 
Vices in his Scheme of Morality, yet, 
where he was under no fuch Prejudice^ 
he would certainly approve Virtue ra- 
ther than Vice ; approve every Virtue 
but thofe he could not reconcile to his 
own Praftice, and condemn every Vice 
()ut thofe he was fond of. And I doubt 
hot, but if every fingle Virtue were put 
to the Vote, even of the whole Herd of 
iKlankind, placed in all the Liberty that 
can be imagined, a great Majority would 
declare for every one:Tho% if the whole 
Syftem of Virtues were propoled toge- 
ther, the various Intercfts of Mens JPaC 
fions, inconfifterit fome with one frc- 
cept, and fome with anqther, would en- 
gage, perhaps, a greater Majority to re- 
jed it/ Nor is it .pofliblc (as I have 
' \ - ■ faid) 
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laid) for any Principle, but an Autho- 
rity fuperior to thefe Paflions, to re- 
concile them to it. But ftill the Infe*- 
rencc fuggeftcd upon the whole, would 
be, that human Reafbn, weak and cor- 
rupted as it is, even that Reafon upon 
which the Bulk of Mankind afl, ap* 
proves Virtue and condemns Vice, ia 
fvery Cafe but where a manifeft Par- 
tiality over-rules its Judgment. In like 
manner, particular Men may obje£l> 
fomc to one Precept or Reftraint of the 
Gofpel, and fome to another, as they 
happen to be influenced by an Attach-* 
ment to their feveral Vices: but if each 
allo^jrs the Equity and Ufefulnefs of its 
Rules, wherever they do not crofs up. 
pn his pwn particular Indulgences, there 
arife§ from the whole, an Acknowledg- 
ment that every Precept of the Gofpel 
is agreeable to Reafon. Nay, we may 
carry the Refleftion ftill farther, and ol>- 
ierve, that even the Vices Men allow 
in themfelves they will condemn in o- 
thers. Will a Thief confefs it rcafona- 
ble that his Confederates fhould rob 
hira? Or wiU he who indulges his 

F 4 Lufts 



7^ No internal QhjeSlim againfi 

Lufts in the Corruption of another's Fa- 
mily, be content the fame Injury fhouM 
be returned upon him in his own ? If 
the A£lion be in its felf good and rea*^ 
fonable, he will' certainly be pleasM it 
fhpuld obtain in univcrfitl Pra^ice : But 
if he approves it only in himfelf, an4 
diflikes it in every one elfe, this is a 
Demonftration, that his Judgment in his 
own Cafe is partial ; the Judgment of 
his Pafliqn, and not of his Reafon. So 
that he, wtio will take upon him to 
prove the Morality of the Gofpel rer 
pugnant to Reafon, will argue under 
the Difadvantage of contradiQ:ing not 
only the wifeft and moft attentive Men 
in all Ages, but even the univerfal Con- 
feffion of Mankind, wherever a mani* 
feft Partiality has not corrupted their 
Judgment. And, 

To the Suggeftion, that the thought- 
ful Part of Mankind have aQcd irifin- 
cerely, and in Confederacy with the 
Civil Poy/ers have agreed, the one to 
teach, the other to impofe their moraf 
Rules on the World, for private Ends 
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ef their own, to advance their perfonal 
or political Authority ; we need only anr 
fwer, that we can hardly wifli for a 
better Proof of the Reafonablenefs and 
tJfefulnefs of thefe Rules, than their be* 
ing neceflary for the Eftablilhment of 
Civil Authority, and to provide for the 
iocial Welfare of Mankind; or for a 
ftronger Argument of this Nccefl^ty, 
than fo general a Concurrence of Legif- 
lators in direding theni. 

But the moral Duties of Chriftia- 
nity may be prov'd a rea/bnable Ser- 
vice ^j from much higher Principles than 
thefe, and deduced s friori from the 
Attributes of the Deity. As God in 
his intelle£tual Nature is the moft con- 
fummatc Reafon ; fp the moral Attri- 
butes imply'd in the divine Idea, are 
a Standard of Morality, agreeable to 
the moft perfe£l: Reafon. If, therefore, 
the natural Idea of God reprefents him 
to us as a Being juft, holy, merciful, 
^^. we muft neceifarily conclude thac 

♦Row. Id. U 
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thefe Qualities are agreeable to the mod: 
perfeft Reafon. And iif 'tis the Duty 
of every rational Nature to aQ: agree- 
ably to the mpft perfefl: Reafon, as far 
as its Dilates can be difcover'd, it fol- 
lows, that the Imitation of the Deity 
in thefe Virtues, fp elTentially imply'd in 
his Idea, is the Duty of every rcafpnar 
bk Nature. 

Now the moral Prefcriptipns of the 
Gofpel, are plainly conformable to thefe 
moral Attributes of the Deity ; and are 
recommended tp our Obfervance, as an 
Imitation of the divine Perfeftipns. If^ 
then, thefe moral Attributes are really 
the proper Charafter of the Deity, we 
need no other Argument to prove thefe 
Prefcriptipns agreeable to right Reafon* 
If they are not j then, in the Place of 
that excellent Nature we now worfhip^ 
we muft fubftitute an unjuft, cruel, un- 
merciful Being, armM vi^ith infinite un- 
pontroulable Power ; *nd this terrible 
deftruaive Idea muft be the Standard 
and Meafure of moral Perfe£lipn. Such 
monftrpus Abfurdities muft Men run 

into, 
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into, who witlobjedto the Reafbnable- 
hefs of the Chriftian Mprality : Before^ 
iheir Arguments will conclude^ they 
^uft degrade ^an into a Beaft, ana 
change the Charader of the Deity in* 
to that of the Devil. 

But I muft obferye in this At^u- 
fnent, that the Queftion before us does 
not depend on pur ihewing, by direS: 
jProofs, that every moral Precept of the 
^ofpel is agreeable to Rea(bn ; but he^ 
who will iet afide the Revelation on 
Account of its Morality, muft prove that 
fome Precept, at leaft, is contrary and ir- 
reconcileable to Reafon. We doubt not, 
but the Reafpnablenefs of every one may 
be clearly afTerted; but fhould the Ac- 
tion in any Inftance be found indifferent, 
neither direded nor condemn\l by R^^^* 
fon, this cannot be obje£ted in Difproof 
of the Revelation ; ^ Becaufe God may, 
without any Inconfiftency, be fupppfcd 
to prefcribe an A£iion Ivhofe Reafons 
ihay not appear to usj and therefore 
the Revelation may be what it pretends 
to be, notwithftanding fuch Fxefcription. 
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The Negative, in this Caie, can be con- 
cluded only from a manifeft Contra- 
di£iion of fome moral Precept of the 
Gofpel to Reafon : And we defire to hold 
our Religion no longer, than till fuch 
a ContradiSion be proved againft it. 

The next Point, in which we are 
to vindicate the internal Proofs of the 
Cliriftian Revelation, is in the Articles 
it propofes to our Faith, to which J 
Jhall now proceed. 



S E R M ON 



S E R M O N IV. 

I Peter III. ly. 

Be ready always to give an anfuiefi 
to every man that asketb you a 
reafon of the bo£e that is in you, 
■with meehtefs and fear. 

IHE moral Precepts of the Gof- 
I pel I have endeavourM to vindi. 
j cate from all Obje£tions, which 
I can reprefent them as an incre- 
dible Matter of a divine Revelation. But 
perhaps it may be thought a Task of 
greater Difficulty, to remove this Impu- 
tation from the Articles propofed to oar 
Faith. Many of thefe are confefs'd io. 
comprehenfiblo 
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comprehendble by human Reafbn in its 
jgreateft Improvements, and to be pcr-j- 
fefitly new and unknown to the World 
before ; and therefore we can neither de- 
duce them, as dircQ: Confequences front 
any natural Maxims, or argue their Pro- 
bability from any prior Confent of Man- 
kind in them. 

In Vindicatibn of bur Religion oji 
this head, it will not be expedcd I ihould 
krgiie by tndu£iibnj and engage in a dif^ 
tiaOt Cbnfideratibn of every Article of 
our Creed ; becaufe We fland bnly on 
the Negative, that the Charge bbjeaed 
cannot be made good againft any; and 
it lies on thofe who oppbfc us, to 
prove, in fome Particular^ th^it our j^aith 
is inde&nfible; 

But if we can make it appear^ 

-ifty That, beybnd the Conclufiorii 
of natural Reafonj there may, and muft 
be many Truths, relating to the Nature^ 
Will, and Counfels of God„ which We 
etnndt difcover ot comprehend ; 

9^i 
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2lyj That his very rcafonable w 
exped, a divine Revelation (hould coni 
tain fome Propofitions of this Kind ; 

3/Kj That when fuch PropoHtions are 
reveard, tho* they remain as incompre-^ 
henfible as they were before ; yet we are 
rcquir'd, by a clear Principle of Natural 
Reafon, to believe them ; — — Wc 
hope, thefe general Conclufions will cafi- 
ly be apply*d to the Defence of Particu- 
lars : And no Objection will lie agaiofl: a^^ 
ny Article, that can afieft the Credibility 
of the Revelation. And, 

ijlj I obferve,- that, beyond the Con- 
dufions of Natural Reafbn, there may, 
and muft be many Truths relating to 
the Will and Counfels of God, which wd 
cannot dilcover or comprehe^di 

*Tis certain, Truth does not depend 
on our Perceptions, but on the real Re^ 
lation, the Agreement or Difagreement 
of fome Ideas with others ; which is the 
fame, whether perceiv'd by us or not. 

A 
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A Conclullon in Mathematicks, or any 
other Science, was as true before juiy 
Man dilcover'd it, as it is fince its Dilca<^ 
very ; and is as true when propofed to 
an Idiot, as when propofed to the moft 
acute Philofopher; The gradual Advan- 
ces of human Reafon in \Vhat it does 
know, die Boundaries that ftop its Pro- 
grcfs and confine its Perceptions^ oblige 
us to conclude, that thcrfe muft be many 
Truths beyond our Difcovery or Com- 
prehenfion. "V/e fee EfFedsi for which 
we cannot aflign any certain Caufe: We 
acknowledge the Exiftence of many Be- 
ings, whofe Attributes we cannot afceri 
tain ; and are often forced to content our 
fclvfes with fuperficial Dcfcriptions, from 
the little that appears to us, inftead of 
Definitions drawn from Nature. Our 
Profpeft is terminated by a harrow Hof- 
rizon, and our Knowledge imperfeft, e- 
ven within that Circle. In many Objcfts 
that are neareft to us, we can look no 
deeper it^an^^tward Appearances: Of 
tho^wl^ich^fe more remote, we fee on- 
ly infe ^ji^e. As we proceed towards the 
Extr^ity of the Landfeape, the Images 
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grow feint, and the Objefts are fo dU 
mini(h'd, crouded and confufed^ that we 
difccrn little with any Diftlnaion. So fkr 
as we clearly perceive the real Agreement 
or Difagreement of Things, we affirm or 
deny with Certainty : And the Truths 
we thus dilcorer, we apply as Rules 
and Meafures in farther Inquiries. Where 
the Objed is within our Reach, if our 
Rule is adequate to it, and we apply 
it with due Care, we have the fame 
Affurance in the Conclufion, as we had 
in the Premiles whence we deduce it* 
But where the Diftance of the Objeft 
is fuch that we cannot reach itj or its 
Dilproportion to our Rule, fuch that it 
cannot be meafured by it, we are left 
to Opinion and Conjedure. So far as 
we meafure it we pronounce with Cer- 
tainty ; but all we affirm beyond, is 
that tliere is a real Being, but what its 
Attributes or Relations are^ we cannot 
determine. We may conclude indeed 
negatively^ that they are not contrary 
or irreconcileable to what we have dif^ 
covertJ J we arc fb far fure what can- 
not be affirmed of it j but ferther thaa 

G tbaC 



Sa Ko internal OhjeBion agaiftfl 

that we can affirm or deny nothing} 
but from our Conjefture, or the Re- 
ports of an Underftanding fuperiour to 
our own. In the Queftion before us, 
all that human Reafon can difcover of 
the Nature of God, is that He is infinitely 
wife, juft, good, powerful, &c. in Ihort^ 
a Being pofTefsM of all imaginable Per- 
feftion. But when we examine this Idei 
with Attention, it amounts to no more 

than this • We coUeQ: together all the 

terfeftions of which we ha\re any de- 
terminate Notion, all the Attributes by 
which we conceive one Being prefeta* 
ble to another, and unite them in God j 
and fo far the Idea is pofitive : But then 
the Infinity we afcribe to thefe Attri- 
butes, and which renders them the dif- 
tinftive Idea of God, is only a Nega- 
tion of Limits and Circumfcription. As 
when the Eye looks upon a Line or 
Superficies fuppofed to be infinitely ex- 
tended, fo far as our View reaches we 
have a determinate pofitive Objed; but 
the Immenfity we affirm beyond that 
lies all in the dark, and is in Truth only 
a Negation of Bounds. Thus it. is in 

the 
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the Idea of God : So far as the Perfec- 
tions >^e combine in ir, are exhibited 
to us in our own, or other Natures 
Whence we colle£l: them, the Objeft is 
ivithin our View; the Idea, both of 
the Particulars, and of the Aggregate 
arifing from their Union, is pofitivej 
But the Infinity, to which we extend 
the Idea beyond that, is only a Nega* 
tivc. Reafon cannot fix, or permit us 
to conceive any Bounds; and therefore 
requires us to beljeve there are none i 
And what we affirm, is that He is 
wife without Limits t6 his Wifdom, 
powerful without Limits to his PoWer^ 
1^^. Now io far as this Idea is po(i« 
tive, natural Reafon may conclude with 
Certainty^ and rejefi: any Affirmation 
that is contrary to it, as incompatible 
With the divine Nature. Should any 
Book or Syftcm of Doftrine, offtr'd to 
its as a divine Revelation, affirin any 
Thing of God inconfiftent with Wift 
dbm^ Goodneis, Juftice, &c. this muft 
appear to us a mdnifefi: Falihood^ and 
therefore impoffible to be reveal'd by 
God; The general Negation of Limits 

G 3 to 
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to the divine Perfeftions^ being alio a 
certain Conclufion of Rcafon, whatever 
Dodlrine fets any other Limits to thefe 
Perfedions, but what one Attribute nc- 
ceffarily fets to another^ muft appear ir- 
reconcileable with the divine Idea, and 
confequently cannot be admitted as a 
divine Revelation. But then, in that 
immenfe Blank ( as to our Conceptions ) 
which the Infinity of this Idea implies, 
beyond thefe Conclufions, Reafon can- 
not but acknowledge, that there may, 
and muft be innumerable Attributes of 
the Deity, which it cannot difcover : 
And if any Attribute of this Kind be 
affirmed of God, Reafon is perfeftly fuf- 
pended, and cannot, by any Light or 
Principles of its own, perceive whether 
the Affirmation be true or falfe. It may 
be true, tho' Reafon does not dilcern 
it to be fo ; and fince it does not dis- 
cern it to be falle, it cannot pronounce 
it to be falfe. If, therefore, fuch a Pro- 
pofition be ofFerM to us as affirmM by 
God, Reafon cannot, by any internal 
Argument drawn from the Matter of 
it, prove that 'tis not affirmM by God ; 

bccaufc 
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becau(e it may be true for any Thing 
Reafon can determine to the contrary ; and 
what may be true, God, who certainly 
knows whether it be true or not, may 
a£Brm. He who attempts to^ difprove a 
Revelation by internal ObjeSions drawn 
from the Matter it contains, muft ar- 
gue a6 ahjurdo \ and can fucceed only 
by (hewing, that we cannot admit it 
to be fo, without contradiSing fomc 
evident or confefs'd Truth. Such a 
Truth we acknowledge it to be, that God 
cannot affirm a Falihood: But we can 
never be ' reduced to the Abfurdity of 
contradicting this Principle, by admit- 
ting a Propofition to be revcalM by God, 
in which we can perceive neither Truth 
nor Falfliood. For Inftance : That God 
is one neceflarily exiftent Being, is a 
Conclufion of natural Reafon, implyM 
in the divine Idea ; and therefore any 
Propofition contradifting that Conclu- 
fion, we are fure, cannot be affirmed by 
God. But the Manner of the divine 
Exiftcnce, is a Subjc£t perfeftly in the 
dark, as to us ; natural Reafon cannot 
affirm or deny any Thing about it. 

C 3 Supt 
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Suppofe then it \% ofFerM to us as ^^ 
divine Revelation^ that this one God 
cxifts in three Perfons. The Prpppfi* 
tion is certainly incomprehenfible by us ; 
\ve cannot, 4)y any Light of pur bwni 
perceive it to be true \ but neither can 
we perceive it to be ialfe. He, who 
aflerts that God does not exift in a Tri- 
nity of Perfons, has no more Percep^p 
tion of Truth in his Negative, than h^, 
who aflerts that he does fo exift, has 
in his ajfirmative. All we contend fo? 
is, that the Affirmative is not evidently 
felfe ; and if it be not, 'tis no Contra- 
difition to the Principle, that God can- 
not reveal a Fallhood, to admit this as 
rcvealM by God. Whether it be re- 
veal'd or not is an Inquiry of Fad, 
and depends on external Proofs. 

What wc have obfervM concerning 
the divine Nature, may alfo by Parity 
of Argument be apply'd to the divinq 
Counfels. If in a Book or Syftem, of- 
fered as a divine Revelation, any Cqun- 
fel or Refolutipn fliould be afcribed to 
<God, which is manifeftly/ incompatible 
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lyith the Attributes implyM in the di- 
y/qp Idea, this would be a juft Reafoa 
for rejefting ^he Revelation : But if the 
fVefolution declared to be from (Jod, 
neither exceeds his Power, nor is jncon- 
iiftpnt wifh his Goodnefs, Juftice, fSc. 
to perform ; no negative Objection can 
lie aga^nft the Credibility of the Reve- 
lation, on accounp of the Matter of 
fuch Rcfolution : It cannot but be ac- 
knowledged poflible ; and, if God may 
perform it, it depends purely on his Plca- 
fure, whether he will perform it or not : 
And when the Revelation is proved^ 
his Fleafure is proved* 

I HOPE, then, it appears that there are 
and muft be many Truths relating to 
the Nature of God incomprehenfible 
to us : Thefe are as truly affirmable 
of God, as thofe Attributes which na- 
tural Reafon afcribes to Him* I have 
not troubled myfelf to prove, that God 
may reveal them to us ; becaufe, I prer 
fume, no one who underjftands the Terms 
of the Propofition can deny it. Sup- 
pof? then this poffible Tiling fhould 

G 4 come 



88 No internal OhjeBtm againjt 

come to paf$> and God {hould reveal 
them ; they would not be one Jot more 
comprehenfible to us than they were be- 
fore- The Habitudes and Relations of 
the Ideas on which their Truth dc- 

• 

pends, are beyond the Reach of our Fa- 
cultieSy and we fhall no more perceive 
them when aflSrm'd by God, "than if 
they were affirmM by any one elfe ; 
and therefore our not perceiving them 
to be true, is no Proof that they are 
not reveal-d by God. This Negative 
can be inferrM only from our perceiv- 
ing them not to be true ; and then we 
confefs it impoflible for us to believe 
that God affirms them: But they may 
be revealM by God, notwithftanding we 
cannot comprehend, or perceive the 
Truth of them. 

a^y. Then, let us next inquire, Whether^ 
fuppofing a divine Revelation fhould be 
made, it be reafonable to cxpedt that fuch 
Propofitions fhould be contained in it: For 
if fuch Propofitions be not only a poP- 
fible, but a probable Matter of a divine 
iPLeveiatiqn, our finding them in any Book 

9? 
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or Syftem of Doftrinc, cannot with any 
Colour be yrged as a Diiproof of its be- 
ing a divine'Reveiation. Now the only 
iaiaginable Ends of a divine flevelatioa 
to Men, muft be to direft them tp Hap- 
pinefs and Duty ; to engage them to pur« 
file the one, by performing the other; 
An Acknowledgment of the divine At-» 
tributes, Reafon it felf muft fuggeft as 
one of the firft Duties we pwe to God ; 
becaufe 'tis the Foundation of all others. 
And inlkllible Truth is one of thofe At- 
tributes, and one whofe Acknowledge 
ment God may be (uppofed elpecially tp 
re<^uire in this Cafe ; becaufe the Autho- 
rity of the whole Revelation depend? 
upon it. And if the only Evidence wp 
can give of our acknowled^jing the in- 
fallible Truth of God, be aflenting to 
what he affirms upon his Authority, it is 
very reafonable to expeft that God (houM 
require this Evidence from us. Now in 
aflenting to a Propofition, whofe Truth 
we perceive from the Reafon of the 
Thing, we do not aifent upon apy Aij|- 
thoricy at all : We fhould aflent to fuch 
f^ Projo/mon, tho^ it were affirmed by 
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the tjioft fallible Man, azty, by the tnoi^ 
liQtorious Liar in the World ; and cpnie- 
quently Qur afTentfngto fuch a Propofi- 
^ion, is no manner of Proof that we ac- 
knowledge the infallible Veracity of God# 
This can only appear, by our aflenting to 
a Propqfition, whofe .Truth we do npt 
perceive by any Evidence from the Nar 
turc of the Thing, We here affent up- 
pn the Authority of Qod^s Affirm^^ipn^ 
and our Affent is a mofl: explicit Ac- 
fenpwlecl^ment of the infallible Veracity 
of Qod. If then it be reafqnable to ex- 
ped in a divine Revelation, that God 
ihould require our Acknowledgment of 
this Attribute, and fuch Ackno\yledg- 
ment can appear only, by our affenting 
upon the Authority^ of God to fuch Pro- 
pofitions, whofeTruth we cannot perceive 
by ?ny internal Evidence ; it is reafona* 
ble to expe£t fucli Propofitions in a divine 
Revelation : Ajad what we may reafonably 
expeQ: in a divine Reyelation, can ne« 
yer be objected in Difproof of its being 
io. Propofitions of this jKind, as I have 
pbfery^d, may be either Dodrines cpn- 
Corning the divine Nature^ or peclara* 

tions 
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tioa$ of the Will and Couqfels of God* 
Thfit there are many Truth?, relating 
to each pf thefe, beyond the 9.egch or 
iCompals of our Perceptions or Deduc* 
t|o{)s, He^fon it felf muf): con^cfs* How 
many of thefe, or of which Sort Godi 
fhall 2it any Tijne reveal, depends whol- 
ly on his Pleafurc. They are all eqiially 
unfearchable by us, and equally reveal- 
able by Gpd. And fince 'tis reafonable 
to exped fome fuch ineyident Propofir 
tions in a divine Revelation, and no 
^ule of Reafpn determines either theic 
Number or th^ir Subje£t, neither the 
Quality, Number, nor Subje6i of fuch 
Propofitions can amount to a Difproof 
of the Revelation in which they arc| 
found. I go on then, and ob(erve, 

jiy, That when fuch Articles are; ^^e* 
yealed by God, we are obliged by a cl^r 
Principle of natural Reafon tQ believe 
them. And if, as (bon as we fuppoi^ 
t;hem revealed by God, they are very 
credible, their Incredibility before can^f 
not be objeSed in Difproof of the Rcve^ 

^ion. For nothing can be mQre uore»« 

fonabl^ 
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fonable, than to obje8: that in Difproaf 
of a Suppodtion, which the Suppolition 
it (elf takes away. 

That Authority is, in fomc Cafes, a 
jufl: Ground of Aflent, cannot be denied. 
The proper Subjeft of this AlFent is fuch 
Fropofitions as we can neither perceive 
to be true or falfe, from the Nature of 
the Thing. Where we clearly perceive 
Truth, we affent to it indeed ; but (as I 
obfcrved) not upon any Authority at 
all: And what we clearly perceive to be 
falfe, we cannot aflent to upon any Au- 
thority ; becaufe no Authority can over- 
weigh the plain Evidence of the Thing. 
But where the Matter of a Propofition 
is purely inevident to us, if it be af- 
firmed by a Perfon whofe Knowledge 
and Fidelity we can rely on, we have 
jufl: Grounds to aflent to it ; and our Af- 
fent, In this Cafe, is more or lefs firm 
and reafonable, in the fame Proportioa 
that our Prefumprion of the Pcrfon's 
Knowledge and Honefty is fo : But where 
the Affirmeris a Perfon of infinite Know-s 
Jedge and I'ruth, who can neither de« 
* ' ceive 
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ceiVc, nor be deceived^ we have the ut- 
moft AfTurance of the Truth of fuch a 
Propofition that can be given ; and we 
muft zQt in Contradi£kion to Realbn^ if 
we refufe our Affent to it. The Mat- 
ter indeed of the Propofition remains 
ftill in its natural Obfcurity: We can 
no more perceive the Connexion of Ideas 
affirmed of each other, than we did be- 
fore; but we are now afTured thele is 
fuch a Connexion, becauie God, who 
certainly knows whether there be or not, 
and who cannot deceive us, has affirmed 
that there is : The Credibility of the 
Affirmation does not depend on the Mat- 
ter of it, but on the Evidences we have 
of the Revelation : When that is proved 
credible, the Propofition is no longer in. 
credible. Nay, tho' it were not only 
inevident, but even improbable before; 
yet, if it be not fimply impoffible, it« 
becomes credible upon the Affirmation 
of fo high an Authority. And there- 
fore Ms trifling to tell us, we ought not 
to proceed to the outward Evidences of 
the Revelation, till we have aicertainM 
the Truth of fuch Propofitions contained 

in 
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in it ; becaufc the Proof of the Revela^ 
tion draws after it, by neceflkry Cfenfe- 
quence, the Credibility of the Propoli- 
tions ; and therefore is in the Order of 
Reafoning the firft Queftifin : And f equiN 
ing Us to reverfc this Order, is requir- 
ing us to prove a Conclufion indepen- 
dently on the proper Premifes whence 
*ti$ to be inferrMi 

What has beeii ofFerM, we Hope, will 
fupply us with a latisfaftory Defence 6f 
the Gofpel Revelation^ . from any inter-^ 
nal Objeftion on account of the Arti- 
cles it propofes to our Faith. That it 
t-equires our Belief of any one which 
contradids any clear Principle or De-* 
dudion of Reafon, we deny. That it 
requires our Affent to feveral which ex- 
ceed our Comprehenfion, i. ^. whofe 
Truth we cannot perceive from any in-» 
ternal Evidence^ we confefs. But then 
we contend, that no Argument can be 
drawn from thefe in Difproof of the Reve^ 
lation. Becaufe, i^% Reafon muft ac-» 
knowledge, that beyond thofe Conclu* 
fions which are in its Yiew^ there may, 

and 
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dnd muft be many Truths relating po 
the Nature, Will, and Counfels of God^ 
which we cannot comprehend ; and that 
God may, if he pleafes, revrat them t6 
us. And therefore, tho' the Gofpel does 
affirm fuch incomprehenfible Conclufions 
to us ; yet ftill we may believe it to be 
a divine Revelation, without contradict- 
ing that Principle, that God can affirm 
nothing but Truth. 2^y, That 'tisrea- 
fonable to exped: a divine Revelation 
fhould propofe fome Articles of this Kind 
to the Faith of Men ; and therefore the 
Gofpers propofing fuch Articles to us, is 
no more than we muft reafonably expe£fc 
it fhould do, if it were a divine Reve- 
lation ; and confequently can be no Dif-^ 
proof of its being one. 

3^y, That when fuch Articles are re* 
veal'd, tho' they remain as incompre-^ 
henfible as they were before, yet they 
are no longer incredible ; but Reafon it 
felf obliges us to aflent to them, as af- 
firmed by the infallible Veracity of God ; 
^nd therefore the natural Incredibility of 
fuch Articles of the Gofpel, is no Bar to 

its 
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ks direfib Proofs, but ceafes it ftif, as 
fbon as thofe Proofs ai*e made good 5 
and confequently ought to be fufpendedr 
and wait on the Refult of that Inquiry^ 

The pofitive Ordinances of the Ghri- 
ftian Religion are another Part of the 
Matter of the Gofpel ; but Reafon can- 
not from thefe raifc any Objeftioni that 
cah difcredit the Revelation. It will not^ 
I prefume^ be pretended, that outward 
Ordinances are inconfiftent with the Na^ 
ture of Religion 2 And thofe injoinM us 
are few, fignificant, and proper for the 
Intention to which they are dirc£ted* 
We are taught, indeed, to expe£t divine 
Graces, internal Works, of God on the 
Soul, in Confequence of our Obfervance 
of them -, but furely there is nothing im- 
ppfTible or improbable in this Do£tripe. 
It is not pretended, that they convey* 
thefe Graces by any natural Efficacy, 
but purely by a divine Inftitution, And 
cannot God beftow his own Favours on 
what Conditions, annex them to what 
Aftions he pleafes ? Bat I need not much 
enlarge on this Head; becaufe, tho'fbme. 

Adverfarics 
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Adver(arie$ have with impious Scorn 
blafphemed thefe holy Rites, as Con* 
jurations and ridiculous Superftitions ; 
yet I do not remember, that they have 
been. obje£i:ed to in any ferious Pretence 
of difproving our Religion. And for 
the fame Reafon^ I fball not detain you 
with vindicating either the Articles of 
our Faitji or the Rites of our Worlhip> 
as confiftent with all precedent Revela- 
tions. For tho' much invidious Pains 
has been taken by a late Enemy, to in->. 
validate the Appeal which the GofpeJ 
makes to the, Jewijh Revelation ; yet 
nothing that he has oiFerM aiFeds the in« 
tefnal Matter, but only the At^efbition^' 
\irbich is an external Proof. He doesf 
not pretend to, fhew that the Go(pel 
contains any thing contradifbory or in-' 
ccaififtent with the Dofkrines, Prophc- 
cics, or Prefcriptions which God deliver- 
ed to the jfewsf and thence to infer 
jiegativelyi' that we cannot admit the 
Gofpel Revelation confiftently with our 
Acknowledgment of the Jewijh. Btitf 
^hat he undertakes to ihew% is^ that 
the TeftimojQies, which the 6ofpol ap^ 
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peals to rn the Jewijh Writings as bear- 
ing Witncfs to it, do not conclude what 
they are ailed g'd for ; or do not prove 
pofitively that it is a divine Revelation. 
When the outward and dire£l Proofs 
of the Gofpcl arc in Qiteftion, what he 
has objefted has a right' to be confi- 
• dcr'd ; but in the prefent Argument, all 
tire arc concerned to evince is, that there 
appears nothing in the Matter of the 
Gofpel, which can render it irreconcile- 
able with the jewijh Revelation ; and 
therefore we may admit the one with- 
out being obliged to contradift, or give 
Up the other. The Gofpel, it is con- 
fefs'd, makes fuller and more particular 
Difcoveries of the Nature, Will, and 
Counfels of God, than the former Re- 
velations ; but it teachesr nothing in- 
confiftent with them. And tho' God 
cannot contradift Himfelf, yet' He may 
reveal more at one Time than at ano- 
ther ; and therefore no Difference, but 
what implies a Contradiftion, can ren- 
der our Belief of a latter Revelation, in- 
confiftent with our Belief of a former. 
And it^ as I prefume it might be fcewn^ 

there 
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ihere are in the former Revelations fomc 
Hints, tho^ dark and imperfefb, even 
of thofe Dpftrines of the Gofpel which 
arc moft objefted to; if many Obfcu* 
titles of the Jewijh Scriptures are made 
clear and intelligible by thefe Dodrines, 
This advances fomething towards a di- 
reO: Proof of the Gofpel Revelation. 
It does not, we, confefs, certainly con- 
clude; becaiife ^is poilible for human 
Skill and Cunnings fo far to adapt what 
it offers as fubfequent Revelation to one 
before received, as to give it the Advan- 
tage of this Appearance : But then fuch 
a Correfpondence ii a good Dilprbdf of 
any pretended Inconfiftency between 
them, with regard to thefe Do£lrines ; 
tvhich is all we have Occailion to infer 
in the pfrefent Argument* 

So likewife, with refpefit to the Rite* 
or piofitive Ordinances of the Gofptel, 
iali Inftitutidns of this Kind being in 
their Nature indifferent^ neither morally 
good nor evil, they miift be cbnfefs'd 
alterable by God. He may annex his 
Graces to whit Ordinances He thinks 

Ha fit; 
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fit ; their Efficacy depends meerly on 
bis Pleafure, and therefore He may, 
without any Inconfiftency, abrogate one 
Schenie, and appoint another in the 
Place of it- But if there be a relative 
Harmony between thofe of a former, 
and thofe of a laitter Inftitution ; if it 
be among the Prediftions of a prior Re- 
velation, that the Rites prcfcribed un- 
der it fhou'd ceafe, and be fucceeded 
by another Order of Worfhip ; fuch a 
Change is rather an Argument in Fa- 
vour of a fubfequent Revelation, than 
againft it ; but from any Objeftion of 
Inconfiftency on account of fuch Change, 
it is a full Vindication. 

Upon the whole, I hope, whoever 
attends to the preceding Refleftions, 
will not want an Anfwer to him who 
fliall attempt to difprove the Gofpel 
Revelation, by any internal ObjeQions, 
arifing from the Matter of it i That 
nothing can be charg'd either on the 
Morality, the Faith, or the Ordinances 
of our Religion, that can render it in-* 
credible that God fhou'd reveal it. This 
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is all the internal Proof that any Re- 
velation, in the Nature of the Thing, 
admits of. But then it muft be re- 
membered, that, in cohlequence of thefe 
Proofs, we are got no farther than that 
it may be a divine Revelation ; whether 
it be lb or not, depends on the Vali- 
dity of its external and dirc&. Proofs ; 
in AlTertion of which I fhall offer fbrne- 
thing in a ^rther Inquiry, 
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I John X. IJ. 

The Works that I do in my Father's 
Name, tear Witnejs of me. 

IHE many Impoftures which 
have prevail'd on the Credu- 

I litjr of Mankind as divine Re- 
velations, are juft Reafons for examining 
the Credentials of any Perfon, and try- 
ing, by the beft Scrutiny in our Power, 
whatever QoQrine or Religion oKrs it- 
j^lf to us under that Charader. Now, 
the only Topicks whence we can argue' 
in this Inquiry, are (as I have ob- 
H 4 ferved) 



104- Mtraeles a fro^er B/videfKc 

iervcd) either the internal Contents pf 
the fuppofed Revelation, pr the ejcter- 
nal Evidences of its Derivation From 
God. I have eftdeavpurM to vindicate 
the internal Proofs of the Gofpel, fi. e.) 
to (heyir, th^t no Objeftion lies againfi 
the Matter of it, which obliges lis to 
conclude that it cannot be from God ^ 
And am therefore at Liberty to pro^ 
ceed to its external Proofs, the Attefta- 
tions of Gpd to it* The Teftimony of 
God to a Perfon propofing any Doc- 
trin? or Religion as from Him^ rauft ajj* 
pear either by immediate Declarations 
of God himfelf, or by manifcft Commu- 
nications of divine Power or Knowledge 
to fiich Perfon ; or, where a precederit 
Revelation is receiv'd, by tlje Teftimony 
ef that Revelation. 

• The Cfofpel was proppfed to thej 
faith of Mankind, with the Evidence of 
all theife Kinds of Proo£ The Miffioa 
jpf Jefus Chriji^ the firft Teacher of this 
Religion, was more thaq once acknow- 
ledgM by a Voice from Heayep. Bot|^ 
^e and his Apoftl^ ?ifter him, wrought 
''-' ' fucb 
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Hich Miracles in Confirmation of it, as 
carry * the cleareft Evidence of the Fin^ 
£er df God % Works fuch as None cou^d 
do except God was with him ^. It 
was alfq attefted l?y the Jewijh Revc- 
ation, to which it fuccecds; in whofe 
Rites it was prefigured, and in whole 
Predi61:ions it was foretold. The Arga- 
m,ent . from the Jewijh Prophecies has 
been excellently vindicated by much 
abler Hands than mine, from the At- 
t-empts of a late |i Writer to difcredit it. 
But tjecaufe this Adverfary has by an 
infidious Sleight, cndeavourM to divert 
Mens Attention from the ^^ Miracles 
of Chrift and his Apoffcles, as an impro- 

fer Proof^ and of no Weight in this 
nquiry ; and perfuaded them to put the 
whole liTue of the Qucftion on the Evi- 
dence hq took upon him to cxaniinci 
pxclufive of this ; it is my prefent Ini 
tcntion to affert the Force of this ProofJ 
>rhich our Lord in my Text appeals to, 

* Exod. viii. 19. 

I) Grounds and Rjtafins pffjke Chftfiian K^I^gi^ 
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as bearing the moft un^xceptiooable Witv 
ncfs to his Miffion. And i(^ in ftating 
the proper Extent and Application of 
this Proof, hovf far it concludes, and by 
>yhat Obje£||ons it is barr'd, I am obr 
liged to recafl fpme Things which have 
been before obfery'd, I hope the Repe- 
tition will be excufed* 

L Now, 'tis confefsM, that Miracle; 
are not a fufficient Proof that what is 
propofed as a divine Revelation really 
IS fo, when it contains fuch Do6irines 
as his impoffible fhould proceed from 
God. If, for Inftance, it reprefents God 
as unjuft, unhply>, ^c. as commanding 
pr approving fuch Anions as natural 
!pon(cience condemns ; pr afBrming any 
manifeft Untruth, natural or moral ; Be- 
paufe nothing can appear to us with 
greater Evidence than the Truths which 
fuch Doctrines muft contradid i an4 
qonfibquently whatever contradids them^ 
muft appear falfe; neither is it poffible 
for any external Proof to convince us^ 
that God, whofe very Idea includes cf- 
fential Goodnefs, and eHential Truth. 

caa 
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(Can command what we manifeftly per- 
ceive to be evil, or affirm what we aoi^ 
Bifefltly perceive to foe falfe. He may 
indeed affirm what we cannot perceive 
to be true ; and if we have fufficient 
Evidence that He does affirm it, Re&« 
ion will oblige ys to believe it upon 
his Authority. But we cannot^ upoa 
any Authority, affent to what we clears 
iy perceive to be falfe. And therefore, 
whenever his Authority is vouqh'd for 
an evident Falfliood, we arq aflured, 
ieven to Demonftration, that the Perfoii 
who vouches it, is either deceivM him- 
elf, or Intends to deceive us. Neither 
can any Appearance of Miracles over- 
rule this Aflurance; becaufc 'tis more 
reafonable for us to fufpeft either the 
impofture of Men, or the Delufion of 
the Devil in fuch apparent Miracles, 
than to believe that God can affirm an 
evident Falfliood. 



»' ' 



II. Whers a pripr Revelation is ac- 
knowledged,' Miracles are not a fuffici- 
ent Proof of a fubfequent, if the Mat- 
ter of it conti-adids, or is inconfiftem; 

with 
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vith that former Revelation. For the 
Contents. of that former Revelation Joe- 
ing all affented to as undoubted Truths, 
upon the Authority of God, 'tis impof- 
fible for ijs, while we fo aflent tp. it, 
to admit ^. fecond upon his Authority, 
Tvhich is contrary to or fubverfive of 
That ; Becaufe God qannot CQntra- 
di£l: himfelf ; and therefore we cannot, 
jipon any dutward Evidences, admit In- 
confiftences, as affirroM to us by his Au* 
jhority. And this is the Ground of that 
Caution given by Mojes to the I/rae^ 
litesj ^ If the fie arife among you a Tro- 

pl^^t , and he giveth thee a Sign or 

a Wonder J and the Sign or the Wonder 
fome to faff J whereof he fpake unto 
thfej faying^ let us go after other Gods 
and ferve th(m ; Thou Jhalt not hearken 
finto the Words of that Trofhet. And 
agreeably St. Tflul: requires from all who 
had received the Chrjftian Revelation, 
which he had taught, that even ihe 
^reateft Appearance of a Miflion from 
^od, evqn an t 4ngel fron^ Heaven 

* Dcut. xlii. 
- \ Gdat. i. 6. •« 

•' ' fliou'd 
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fbouM riot be heard in Contradiftioti 
to it. And the plain Reafon is, becauie^ 
as I have faid^ 'tii impoffible that God 
Ihou'd aflSrm to iis Incdnfiftenccs : If 
therefore, in ftich a Cafe, we admit the 
latter as a divine Revelation, we muft ne- 
ceflarily give up the former ; if we adhere 
to the former, we muft rejcft the latter : 
And which ever we rejeft, we (hall alfo 
rejeO: the Miracles which appeared to at- 
teft it, as Delufions or Impoftures. 

It is then confeffed, that Miracles can- 
not convince us of a divine Revelation, 
where the Matter propofed as fuch is 
inconfiftent with any prior acknow- 
ledge Truth, natural, or reveal'd. And 
thus iar I can agree with the foremen- 
tion'd Writer, That ^ where the Foun^ 
dation of a Revelation is invalid^ Mi^ 
racks cannot make it valid. Till thefc 
negative Objeftions are removed, no po* 
fitive Proofs can be admitted. But then 
it muft be remembered, that when they 
are removed, we are got no farther 

than 
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than this Cbnclufibn^ That what is prb^ 
pofed may h&'A divine Revelation j Whe- 
ther it be or not^ muft be determined 
by pofitive Proofs : Whichj if we fet 
afide immediate Revelation to bur felves^ 
can be no other than either the Teftimo- 
ny df a precedent Revelation^ or Ibme 
manifeil: Communication of thelKnow-^ 
; ledge or Power of God to the Perfori 
who propofes it to us; (/. ^.) either a 
Spirit. of Prophecy, or a Power of work- 
ing Miracles. I can imagine no other 
external Proof, by which it can appear 
tliat any Perfon is fent by God, and 
ipeaks to us by his Authority : And 
the moft unexceptionable of thefe is 
Miracles; For as to the Teftimdny of* 
a preceding Revelation, this can arife 
Only from the Application of certain 
prophefyM Marks and Charaders ; and 
'tis eafy for a Man of any Skill and 
Forefight, who has thefe Marks before 
him, fo to accommodate his Life, Ac* 
tions, and all Appearances to them, as 
to deceive even an attentive Judgment : 
And therefore this is a Proof, when An- 
gle and aloncj the leaft to be depend- 
ed 
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cd on of any. A Spirit of Prophecy 
muft appear to us, either by the Perfons 
telling us Things paft, or foretelling 
Things to come. Now the Knowledge 
of Things paft may be acquired by (b 
many other Ways befides Revelation, 
that tho\ where we cannot prefently 
account for it, it may furprifeus; yet 
it can hardly leave the Mind without 
fome Diftruft of Impofture ; and, with- 
out the Concurrence of other Proofe, 
a very imperfeft Affurance can arife from 
this. The Prediction of remote Events, 
in their Nature perfeftly contingent, is 
indeed, when fulfilled, a clear inconteft- 
able Evidence of a Spirit of Prophecy ; 
but then this affords no prefent Con- 
Ti6lion, we muft wait, perhaps a long 
Time, for our Conclufion. The Perfon, 
whofe Faith is to be engaged by this 
Argument, may be dead, before its Force 
commences. But Miracles carry with 
them a clear, pofitive, prefent Evidence 
of the Finger of God. Where the Ac- 
tion is fuch as manifeftly exceeds hu- 
man Power, we cannot help acknow- 
ledging the Concurrence of fome fupe- 

riour^ 
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riour, invHible Agent. We can imagirto 
none but good or evil Spirits. If wei^ 
fuppofe good Spirits, the Aftion ternii.* 
nates in God^ and i^ under his fpecia) 
Direftion: If evil Spirits, the Doftrine 
it attefts will betray their Charadler* 
If therefore fuch fupernatural A6ii6ns are 
wrought, and the Doftrine attefted by 
them is free from all fuch negative Qb- 
jeftions, asf afTure us it cannot be from 
God, we have the utmoft Evidence of a 
divine Revelation that can be given 

USa 

4 

Let lis then apprty what has befen ob-^ 
fcrved in general, to the Chriftian Re-*^^ 
velation. If it contradids, or is incon* 
fiftent with any prior Truth, natural^ 
or reveal'd, this is confefs'd a funda- 
mental Defed, which no Appearance of 
Miracles can over-rule^ or fupply. But 
this, we prefume, nevef has been, nor 
ever can be proved againft it. Neither 
is there in the late Attempt to difpa- 
rage its Evidences, any Thing of this 
GharaAer objefted to it. All that k 
preteaded, is^ that ibme of ks Proofe 

6-01^ 
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from the precedent Revelation are in« 
fufficiently deduced* 

Now I might obferve in genera^ 
that 'tis not in the Nature of the Thing 
neceilary, that a fubfequent Revelation 
fhouM derive any Proof from a form* 
er. That it muft be confiftent, is ac- 
knowledged; Byt God may certainly 
ihake two Revelations as well as one^ 
and, if they are reconcileable, we are 
obliged upon equal Evidence to admit 
both ; and Miracles are as good a Proof 
of the one, as they were of the other : 
Neither is there any Neceffityj that be- 
fore we admit the latter, we fhould firft 
be convinced of tlie former. 

But I am fenfibld it may be, and is 
mfifted, that the Chriftian Revelation 
fuppofcs^ and is built upon the Jewtjh 
as its Foundation: That the Charadler 
which jF^yftx C&^i/? affumed, was that of 
the Meffiahj a Perfon promifed and de- 
lineated in the Law and the Prophets i 
And accordingly, both Chrift and his 
Apoflles appeal to thefe Prophecies^ 

t and 
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and apply them as giving Evidence to 
his Pretenfions : And confcquently the 
Trial of Chriftianity is in EfFe& put 
upon this Ifluc; and unlefs the VaHdi* 
ty of this Appeal can be fupported, Mi* 
racles, exclufive of this Teftimony, will 
not be a fufficient Evidence. 

In Abatement of this Plea it has 
been fometimes obferved, that this State 
of the Queftion concerns only the JewSj 
who had received the former Revelation. 
That to the reft of the World, the firft 
and moft proper Evidence of the Chrif. 
tian Revelation, were the Miracles 
which attefted it, which no Reafon ob- 
liged them to poftpone to any other 
Confideration. This is undoubtedly true, 
with regard to the firft Reception of 
Chriftianity. The Converts, for inftance, 
whom St. "Paul gain'd at Athens upon 
the fingle Force of this Proof, had cer- 
tainly fufficient Grounds for their Be- 
lief But then, whoever upon this E- 
vidence had acknowledged the Gofpel 
Revelation, when he came to find that 
Chrift had taken upon him, the particu- 
lar 
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lar Charafter of the Mejfiah^ and that 
both He and his Apoftles had appealed 
to the Law and the Prophets as bearing 
Teftimony to this Pretenfion, might 
reafonably demand to have this Preten- 
fion fupported, and their Veracity in 
thefe Allegations made good. Upon the 
whole therefore, this State of the Que* 
ftion cannot be refufed : And I am content 
to proceed upon it, and confider, whe- 
ther Miracles are fo ufelefs an Evidence 
in this Inquiry, as has been pretended* 

Now, where a former Revelation has 
prepared Men to expe£b fome particular 
Perfon to be fent from God, with a far- 
ther and more full Commiflion from him ; 
Miracles are not a fufficient Proof that 
any one is that Perfon, unlefs he alfo an- 
fwers the particular Characters under 
which that Perfon was foretold. Thus 
when Mofes had told the IJraelites^ that 
God would rai/e up unto them a ¥ro^ 
phetj from the midji of them^ of their 
Brethren^ like unto Him *, to whogi they 

t Dcut. xviii. iSi 

I a Should 
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fliould hearken ; If any one who was not 
df their Brethren j of the Houfe of Ifra^ 
el J had pretended to be that Trofhetj 
whatever Appearance of Miracles had at- 
tended him, He could not have been ac- 
knowledged under that Charafter, When 
the Expedation of that Prophet was af» 
terwards confined to the Houfe and Li- 
neage of 2)4*1;/^ ; that, and, for the fame 
Reafons, all other particular Marks un- 
der which He was defcribed, tnight juftly 
be infifted on, before any Perfon was ac- 
knowledged to be that Trophet : Neither 
could Miracles prove him to be fo, in 
Gontradiftion to thofe Circumftances. But 
thefe Circumftances being applicable to 
Gonfiderable Numbers, they could not of 
themfelves determinately point out the 
promifed Perfon. To him indeed it was 

foretold thefe Marks fhould agree, 

He fhould be an Ifraelite of the Houfe 
of 1) avid J born at Bethlehem^ &c. and 
he who was not fo, could not be that 
Terfon. But among the Multitudes who 
would come within thefe Defcriptions, 
fomething farther was requifite, todiftin- 
^guiiU him wlip was to be rcceivM as the 
' i . . Mejffiah^ 
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Mejpah, It was firft and primarily necef. 
lary, that he fliould appear to be fent by 
God. This the Nature of the Thing re- 
quired ; and this alfo the Je'wijh Predic- 
tions aflign'd as a fundamental Part of 
his Charafter., Thus in that oi Mofes^ He 
is deicribed as one to be rah' 4 up by God i 
and how could that more evidently ap- 
pear, than by the Power of God Ihewing 
forth itfelf in Him ? He was to be like 
unto Mofes : And how could that Like- 
nefs be vifibie, in any Charaaer which 
could engage the Submiflion of the Jews^ 
but in fuch a Power of Miracles as had 
engaged their Submiffion to Mofes ? In 
Ihorr, He muft firft appear to be fent by 
God, of which Miracles were a proper 
Evidence. That He was that particular 
Perfon whom God had promifed to fend, 
muft appear from his anfwering thofe fpe- 
cial Marks, under which that Perfon was 
defcribed. A Concurrence of both thefe 
Proofs was necelTary, to aflure their Faith 
in him^ whom they were to acknowledge 
as the Meffiah ; neither could the one be 
conclufive without the other. It is there-, 
fore a moft unreafonable ToRulatum^ to 

I 3 wquire 
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equire us in this Argument to fet afide 
Miracles as no Evidence ; becaufe^ ifty a 
very material Part of the Queftion be- 
fore us is, whether Je/us Chriji was a 
Perfon fent by God, of which no better 
proof could be given than Miracles, or 
vifible EfFe£ts of Divine Power attending 
him. 2dl)fj Since, among the particular 
Predictions of that Perfon promifed to the 
Jews^ it was foretold, that He Jhould 
i^ like unto Mtjes ^ i Thzt the Sprit of 
Godjbould reft ufon Him f . Miracles are 
alfo a proper and fpecifick Evidence in this 
Part of the Queftion, as the fureft Mark 
or Proof of the Charaftcr here foretold. 
And accordingly it appears from the Hi- 
ftory of the Gofpels, that the Jews ex- 
pefted their MeJJiah flipuld be diftin- 
guilh'd by this Power. Thus when Je^ 
ySrj perfuaded them to believe on him, 

they reply, What Sign Jhewejl 

thou that we may believe ? fThat doji thou 
work\\? Upon the Sight of his Miracles 

they immediately cry out, ^ Is not 

this the Son of David ^^? And they who 

* Deut. xviii. 
t If. xL 2. 
II John vi. 2©: 
?f Malt. rii. 23. 

believed 
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believed on Hira, profefs tbemlelvcs con» 
vinced by this Proof. Thus Many ie^ 
litTjed on him^ and f aid ^ When Chrijt 
Cometh J Jhall he do greater Miracles 
than thefe ^.? And upon another Occa- 
fion, When they had feen the Miracle 
thatjefus didj they prefently concluded— 
This is of a Truth that Prophet which 
Jhould come f . It appears then, that the 
Jews expefled their Mejfiah fhould work 
Miracles, and that this {hould be one di(^ 
criminating Mark of him. If this was 
not foretold of him, how came they to 
require this Power in Him, more than in 
other Prophets ? And if it was foretold 
of Him, then 'tis ridiculous to pretend 
that any one's Claim to this Charafter 
ought to be tried by the Prophecies, ex- 
clufive of Miracles, becaufe the Prophe- 
cies themfelves refer to Miracles as a dif« 
riaguifhing Part of that Charader. 

But I go on to examine this Pretence 
farther. It is acknowledged that a Con- 
tradiQion to, or even a Want of other 
Marks affignM in the Prophecies of the 

♦ John xiii. ji. t Johnii. ii. 
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MeJJJahj would be fuch a Difproof of any 
one^s Pretenfions to that Title, as no Ap^ 
pearance of Miracles could o?cr-rule; 
becaufe no one Mark could conclude 
without, or m Contradiction to, others 
equally requirM : But then thefe DefeSs 
inuft be plain and apparent. The Pro- 
phecies, fuppofed to be contradifted, muft 
be fuch as evidently related to the Mef, 
[pah J and the Circumftances fuppofed to 
be defeftive, muft be certain and decermi* 
" nate : If the Application in thefe Cafes be 
idoubtful and uncertain, no Obje£tion fug- 
gefted by it, can let afide fb direO: a Proof, 
ias Miracles wrought in Atteftation of 
any Pcrfbn's being the MeJJiab. If the 
Author, whom I oppofe in this Cpnclu- 
fion, Goulci have produced any plain Pro- 
phecy of the il/c^4^, or any plain Mark 
tinder which he was foretold, and fhewn 
that it was either contradiSed, or not 
anfwerM by jft/us Cbrifij he would have 
jbffer'd fomething in Bar to the Evidence 
arifing from his Miracle^. But all he has 
kttempted to (hew, is, that fome of the 
Prophecies referrM to by Chrift or His 
^poflles, related to bthej: Peffoqs, an4 
' ' ' * "' ' ^ ' ' othei: 
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other Events, and not to him. It will, 
I fuppofe, be faid, that this is fufficient^ 
jpor Chrift an4 his Apoftles having ap- 
peal'd to thcfe Paflages of the Jewijh 
Scriptures as Propft of his being the 
Mejfiahy their Credit depend^ on the Var 
lid ity of theft Allegations: And if they 
are foun^ to falfify, or even miftake in 
them, they cannot be thofe infpired Per- 
fons we take them for, and muft upon 
the whole be conliderM as Impoflors^ 
This, I think, is the full Force of this 
Objeftion; and 'tis confefs'd, that the 
infpiration of Chrift and his Apoftles 
is a fundamental Point in this Queftion, 
iBut before this Objeciipn can conclude 
againii it, it muft be clearly proved, 

1^% That the Paflages, on which it 
is founded, were really appeal'd to by 
Chrift, or his Apoftles, as Prooft of hjs 
jbeing the ^ejpah- And then. 

a'y. That they are not good Proo% 
pi it. That Chrift or his Apoftles mi^ht 
3pply many Sayings and Exprcflions oc- 
curring in the Law and ^the Prophets, 
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only by way of Illuftration, or Acconj- 
modation, is a very poflible Suppofition ; 
becaufe 'tis a way of Writing and Speak- 
ing which has at all Times been ufed. 
Such Application; as thefe are not in* 
tended as I^roofs ; and therefore 'tis fri- 
volous, from their not proving, to in- 
fer any thing againft the Credit, Skill, 
or Infpiratijon of thofe who make them. 
And where any Paflage, applyM by 
Chrift or his Apoftles, will fo£ibly bear 
this Suppofition, it ought to be admit- 
ted; bec?mfc where we have the bcft 
direfit Proof of any Perfon's Infpiration 
that in the Nature of the Thing can 
be given (and fuch Miracles certainly 
are) Rea(c)n will not permit us to give 
up fuch Evidence to any Objeftion, 
which admits but a fojjible Solution. 
But fuppofe there is. no Room for this 
Solution : That the Paffage in Objec- 
tion was plainly appealed to as a Proof 
that Jefus w^s the Mejfiahj and yet 
does not provre it : Yet if there be any 
Probability,xh?^t 'twas an Argument upon 
the Conceffionjs of the Jews^ it might 
be very propei; for their Conviftion, and 

fuch 
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fuch as an honeft^ a reafonable, and, I 
will add, an infpired Man might appl/^ 
without any Impeachment of his Ve. 
racity, Senfe, or Infpiration. This is a 
way of arguing, which has ever beea 
allowed; and whyXhrift and his A- 
poflles fhould be debarred from it, no 
Reafon can be given. That this Sup- 
pofition is not only pof&ble, but very 
probable, will appear, when we confider 
that the Jewifb Nation, forifome Time 
before the Appearance of Je/us Chrifi^ 
had ftrong Expeftations of their Mefliah. 
Under fuch a Perfuafion it may well be 
fuppofed, that the Learned among them 
had with more than ordinary Attention 
fearchM the Prophetick Writings for^ the 
Marks and Defignations of him, and 
might probably apprehend him to be 
delineated in fome PafTages, which had 
no Relation to him. If we confider 
the Obfcurity of Prophecies before their 
Completion ; how apt a Man, who reads 
fuch Writings with an Intention on one 
Point, would be to fancy a Relation 
to it, and with what Fondnefs he would 
entertain any Appearance of fo reputa- 
ble 
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blca Difcovery, it can fcarce be ima- 
ging but Inftahces of this Kind mud 
have happenM : And the fame Reafons, 
together with the Charadler of the Doc- 
tor, would eafily recommend it to ge- 
neral Perfuafion. Now Chrift and his 
Apoftles might juftly argue with them 
upon thelc Prefumptions, however they 
were miftaken in them. Whatever they 
were in themfclves, they were Proofs 
to them, and might fuccefsftilly be ur- 
ged for their Conviftion. Unlefs in- 
deed, we fuppofe Chrift and his Apo- 
ftles the weakeft Men that ever lived, 
we cannot imagine they would argue 
with the Jews J upon fuch Principles as 
they were either known to deny, or if 
they would but barely deny, the Ar- 
gument was at an End, Suppofmg then, 
hot granting, that any of the Paflages 
referred to by Chrift or his Apoftles, in 
Aflertion of the Chara£ler he took up- 
on him, do not prove it ; yet we fee, 
that by a Suppofition not only poffible 
but probable, and fupported by ftrong 
Prefumptions of Fad, the Application 
becomes reafonable and proper, and con- 

fequently 
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fequently very coofiftent with the In* 
fpiration of thofe who li&de ir^ 

Well, but if wc have no Evidence 
from the Predidions of the Jewijh Re- 
velation, which attefts Jefus to be that 
Vrofbet who fhou'd come, independently 
, on the Conceffions of the Jews ; then 
there is in reality no Proof of that Con- 
cluQon ; for 'tis confefs'd that Miracles, 
without a concurring Teftimony from 
the Prophecies, are not a fufficient Evi- 
dence of his being That Trofhet. 

"We admit it ; and therefore tho^ we 
obferve, that every Allegation which 
the * Writer in our View has objeflted 
to, might be defended from all his In- 
ferences upon the preceding Suppofiti- 
ons, which 'tis impoflible for him to dif- 
prove ; yet we acknowledge, that the Na- 
ture of the Concluiion in Queftion re- 
quires fome real Proof of this Kind. And 
fuch we are at Liberty to infift on, not- 
wichftanding any Thing he ha; QfFer'd 

to 
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to the contrary. For has he examin'd 
an the Jewi^ Prophecies which, we 
affirm, related to the Mejfiah^ and were 
fiilfill'd in Jefus Chrift ? Far from it. 
And therefore fliould we give up the 
Allegations he has examined, as Argu- 
ments only upon the ConceiHon of the 
^ews, yet ftill there may be real Proof 
enough in others to fupport our Con- 
clufion. But we give up none ; and hope 
to fhew, that every Allegation of Chrift 
or his Apoftles, and even thole he has 
confider*d, aSbrds fuch inconteftable Proof 
of our Conclufion, as over-rules all his 
Objedions againft them. 

But firfl: I would ask, Are there in 
the Jewijh Writings, any Prophecies re- 
lating to the Mejpah or not ? If there 
are none, how came it to pafs that fo 
confident, fo univeffal an Expeftation 
of fuch a Perfon prevaiPd among that 
People ? If there are any more certain 
and determinate in their Relation than 
thefe, let them be produced, and let the 
Pretenfions of our Lord be examin'd by 
them* If there are none more deter- 
minate 
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ftiinate than thefe, then we inuil con* 
elude, that the Jews law enough ih 
thefe, for the Ground of that moft firm 
and general Expe£^ation. The Relation 
muft have appear'd very clearly and in- 
dubitably to them, tho' 'tis eafy to ima- 
gine, that when fo much of the Jewijh 
Writings and Traditions are loft, the 
Lights which afcertain'd it to them, may 
not appear to us. 

But to bring this Argument to a 
Ihort, and, I think, a decifive IITue; 
fhouM we admit that the Jews (aw 
thefe Scriptures in no other Light than 
appears to us now (more than this can- 
not be defirM, nor can {o much be de- 
manded) yet we contend, that the Ap- 
plication of them by Chrift and his 
Apoftles was attended with fuch ir- 
refiftible Proof of its Fidelity, as muft 
overbear all Scruples and Objedions a- 
gainft it. For let us iuppoie a Jew ia 
our Saviour's Time had objefled to 
any of his Allegations of the ancient 
Prophecies, all that our Free-Thinker 
has fuggeftcd. The Point in Queftion 

be- 
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between Chrifl: and him, muft have been^ 
-^— Whether the Prophet in fuch Pai^ 
fige had any View to the Mejfiah^ or 
pot. For 'tis not pretended, that there 
is any Prophecy of the Mejfiah which 
cannot be applyM to Chrift ; nor is a 
flifficient Correfpondence denyM betweea 
the Places cited, and the Circumftances 
or Events of Chrift's Life : But the 
Difpute is, whether thofe Paflages had, 
in their firft; Intention, any Relation to 
the MeJJiah. Now, could any Argument, 
in the Nature of the Things be more 
decifive of this Queftion, than the Tefti^ 
mony of God ? And could the Teftimony 
of God appear by any ftronger Evi- 
dence, than the Power of Miracles fup* 
porting the Allegation? God certainly 
knew the Intention of every Prophecy 
deli verM from his Spirit; and when the 
Perfon, who applyM this Prophecy to the 
Meffiah^ gave the beft Proof which 
poffibly can be given, that he was fent 
by God, and afted and (pake by his 
Commiflion, God himfelf muft be un- 
derftood to affirm his Application* The 
Authority cf the Expofition muft^ in 

fuch 
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fuch a Cafe, be equal td that of the 
Prophecy ; for there cou'd not be bet- 
ter Proof that the Prophet was fent by 
Godj than the Expofitor gave of his 
Miffion ; And there muft be altogether 
as good Reafon to aflent to One, as 
to the Other. To perfuade us therefore 
to let afide Miracles in this Debate, is to 
perfuade us to fet afide the moft decifive 
Evidence, that the Nature of the Que- 
ftion admits o^ and which no Obje£iion 
but a manifeft Impoflibility can render 
inconclufivc. For if it be but /^ojf^le 
that thefe Paffages might relate to the 
Mejiahy the Affirmation of a Perfon 
whofe Miffion from God is attefted by 
Miracles, ought to affiire us they did fo. 
I IhaU obferve only farther on this Head 
that the Diftance of Time at which we 
now confider this Argument^ gives no 
Advantage to the Objeaion, nor takes 
away any from the Anfwer; becaufe 
we have at this time as good Evidence 
for the Miracles, as we have for the 
Prophecies; or, the Tradition of the 
Miracles is as well derived down to us, 
(IS the Tradition of the Prophecies. ' 

K tJpoit 
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Upon the whole, I hope, it has ap- 
peared, that the Miracles of Chrift and 
his Apoftles are in general a proper Evi- 
dence ef the Chriftian Revelation ; and, 
in Concurrence with fuch other Proofs, 
as by plain Confequertce follow from 
them, of that particular Conclufion of 
. bur Faith, that Jejus Chrift was the 
MeJJidh promifed to the "Jews. And 
therefore our Lord might juftly appeal 
to the Works he did^ as bearing WiU 
nefs of him. I have confider'd a late 
Objeftion, which pretends to fupercedc 
this Proof, and have endeavourM to fiiew 
it infufficlent ; And that the Conclufions 
which neceffarily arife from our Lord's 
and his Apoftles Miracles, do themfelves 
difcharge this Objedion, and folve aB 
the Difficulties it pretends to fuggeft* 

All that remains to give this Ar- 
gument its full Force, is an Inquiry df 
Fad, — Whether fuch Miracles were 
wrought, or not. And if we have as 
good Evidence of Thefe, as we have of 
«any other ancient Fads, or as it can be 

expeded 
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expcQed we fliould have, fuppofing 
them to have been perform'd, we have 
all the Evidence that a reafonable la!^ 
quirer ought to infift on. And if the 
Fads are allow'd, the Conclufions they 
itiggeft, are as certain to us, as they 
were to thofe Who faw them perform'di 
Our Belief, indeed, ftands aflured ia 
Our holy Religion by feveral concur- 
t-ent Proofs of great Force j But I look 
upon this from Miracles as the chief 
Foundation of our Faith; a Proof equally 
adapted to the Convi£bion of all Capa^t 
cities, and which cannot be let afide 
without weakening all the reft. To 
which therefore we ought firmly to ad* 
here; refblutely to defend a Station of 
fo much Strength and Advantage to ouf 
Caufe ; and not fufler ourfelves to be 
cheated out of it^ by the Sophiftry of 
tho/ej who lie in wait to deceive *, 

♦^EphcC W. 14. 
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SERMON VI. 

I John X. 15. 

The Worh that I do in my Father^ s 
Name, hear Wttncft of me. 

IN my preceding Refleaions on 
this Subjea, I enquired liow 
bx Miracles are in tlieir Na- 
ture a conclufive Evidence of 
a divine Revelation ; and what Objec- 
tions or Defeasarea Bar to this Proof: 
And obferved in particular, that no fuch 
Objeaion either barr'd, or poftponed our 
Attention to this Evidence, as alledged 
for the Gofpel. We are therefore now 
K3 at 
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at Liberty to go on, and examine the 
Allegation its felf. And if we have all 
the Proof that the Nature pf the Subr 
jea admits, that Jefus Chrift and his 
Apoftles really performed Miracles in 
Attcftation of their divine Miffion, we 
cannot rcfufe the Evidence they give tQ 
theChriftian Revelation. 

Now if there be aqy DefeQ: in the 
Affertion of this Argument, it muft arife 
from one of thefe Suggeftions : Either, 

P^ We have not fufficient Afliirance, 
that the Fafts reported of Chrift and hisf 
Apoftles were really Miracles : Or, 

IVVj We have not fuflScient Reafpn 
to credit the Reports therfifelves. 

By Miracles^ I underftand (enfible 
EfieOrs of the fpecial, and extraordinary 
Power of God. Every AQipn indeed, 
which apparently exceeds the Power ^or 
fhe Agent who performs it, may in a 
general Senfe be callM a Miracle j but 
Unlcfsitappearsjfrpm the Nature orOir- 

« 
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cumftanc.es of it, to be wrought by God, 
it cannot be an Evidence of a divine Re- 
velation. That we may not go back a- 
gain into internal Objedions, ' I will fup* 
pofe, till the .contrary is fhewn in fomc 
Inftance, that there is no F^d reported 
of Chrift or his Apoftles, which exceeds 
the Power of God to perform. And it 
will appear from the Fa6ls ,themfelves^ 
that they are fuch, at leaft fome of theni 
fuch, as muft have been performM ei- 
ther by the extraordinary Interpofition 
of God, or by the Affiftance of fomc 
other intelligent Agent of fuperior Power 
to Man. That the Miracles of Chrift 
and his Apoftles were not wrought by 
the Affiftance of evil Spirits, I think, the 
DoSrines which they atteft arc a fuffi- 
cient Proof. It could lerve no Intereft 
of malicious wicked Spirits, to give Cre« 
dit to fo pure, fo rational a Morality, 
fo conducive to the private and focial 
Happincfs of Mankind ; and to fo holy, 
and fpiritual a Worfliip of the Deity. 
A Religion, which rccalFd the Worlcjl 
from the Adoration of Demons j which 
taught Men to abhor their Worfliip, 

K 4 ?nd 
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and profefs the utmoft Enmity an^ 
Detefbtion of them. And fince the 
Dodrines and the Miracles mufk be re- 
ferred to the fame Author ; if 'tis in* 
credible that the DoCtrine fhou'd pro- 
ceed from Devils, it muft be equally in- 
credible, that the Miracles fhouM be 
wrought by their Power. And if they 
were wrought by good Spirits, they muft 
have aded under the Dire£lion of God, 
and confequently their Power was his. 

But, I prefume, we need not be much 
follicitous to defend our Lord's Miracles 
from this Suggeftion, which fuppofes an 
Acknowledgment of Angels and Spirits. 
From our prefent Adverferies we may 
rather expefl to be told, that neither God 
nor Devil had any thing; to do with 
them; but they were wrought purely 
by the Sleight, the Skill, or the Con- 
federacy of Men. But we hope this Im- 
putation will appear refuted, by the 
Nature and Circumijances of the Fafts 
reported. Many of them are fuch, as 
manifeftly exceed all human Power; 

were 
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w^re performM in publick Concourfes 
of the People ; had fcveral Thoufands 
of Witneffes, and were in their Circum- 
ftances capable of fiich Trial and Ex- 
aminatioP) as no Impofture can be ima. 
ginM to efcape, or elude* The giv- 
ing Sights for inflance, to a Man ^ born 
blind, without any other Application than 
walhing in common Water, is an Opera- 
tion which no human Skill can account 
for; neither can it admit any probably 
Sufpicion of Impofture. The Fa£t was 
\ examinM with the ftrifteft Inquifition, 
and very unwillingly acknowledged, by 
^hofe who would gladly have difcoverM 
the leaft Colour of Objeftion to it. 
The Perfon muft have been known to 
great Numbers from his Infancy, many 
Years before our Lord took upon him 
any publick Chara£):er: And therefor^ 
^tis unimaginable, that he and his Parents 
fhould have aSed in concert with Chrift, 
and pretended this Blindnefs, to give 
him the Reputation of curing it* Nei- 
ther was it poi&ble for the Man to 

f Johnir. t VcM5, &c. 
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pretend to fee, when he did not : This 
muft have been fo filly, fo difcoverable 
a Cheat, that it could not have ob- 
tained Credit for a Day. Equally un- 
accountable from any human Power 
and Collufion, is the reftoring the im- 
potent Man at the Pool of * Bethefda. 
The Cure was perform^, without any 
other outward means than a bare Word 
fpoken. It was attended by a Crowd 
of Witnefles, f a Multitude being in 
fhe Tlace^ And the Perfon had laboured 
under the Infirmity thirty and eight 
Tearsj long before our Lord was born. 
Many other of the Miracles which at* 
tef): the Gpfpel, are equally acquitted 
from thefe Suggcftions. I will mention 
pnly one more, the w^onderful Gift of 
Tongues to the Eleven at Pentecoft, a 
Time when Jeru/alem was even thronged 
by a Concourfe from various Nations^ 
Was it poflible, think you, that Perfojos 
pf their low Education, fhould really 
acquire fo many different Languages by 
any Induftry or Application of tjbeir 

if 
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own, even tho^ they had attended to 
nothing elfe, from the UrA Day their 
Mafter call'd them ? Or can we imagine 
they ihould be able to concert this 
Appearance with fuch a Diverfity of 
Strangers, from Countries 'where they 
had no Correfpondence ; and that not 
only with a few, but with all and every 
pne, pf each Nation then prefent ? An4 
yet thefe mpral ImpofHbilities muft ap- 
pear pradicable, before we can fufpe^ 
?iny Impofture in this Miracle. If there- 
fore we allow the Fads as reported, 
iince they are manifeftly beyond human 
Abilities, and there is no juft Sufpicion 
(either of the Afliftance of evil Spirits, 
pr the Collufion of Men, we muft ac- 
knowledge the Finger of God in them. 

TifE Refult then pf the Argument 
refts on an Inquiry of Faft, ancient Fad : 
which, in the Nature of the Thing, is 
capable of no other Proof but Teftimp: 
ny? And if we have the bell Evidence 
that Teftimony can give to fuch Fads 4 
if we have as much as could be expeS;- 
pd, fuppofuig them to have been per- 

fprm'd : 
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fbrmM; if no ancient Fa6ls are better 
itteftcd, no Teftimonies better fupport- 
cd than thcfe, we have all the Proof 
that any equitable Maq can define ; and 
he muft aO: againft Hcafon^ who refufe^ 
his Affent to it. 

That the Scriptures, in which thefc 
Fa61:s are related, were written by the 
Perfons whofe Names they bear ; and 
that they are tranfmitted to us with- 
out any material Alteration, any that 
can afFcffc tho^ Credibility of thefe Re- 
ports, we have more and better Evi- 
dence than for any other Book in the 
World. If therefore thefe Reports are 
incredible, it muft be for one of thefe 
Reafons; either there is juft Sufpicion 
that thefe Relaters were deceived them- 
ielves ; or that they intended to deceive 
the r^ft of the World, which is the Se- 
cond Point I propofed to clear. And 

1% We have the greateft Realbn to 
believe, thefe Relaters were not deceived 
themfelves. They tell us, that f ^^^ 

t Ep. #/ Joh. I 
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their Eyes faWj and their Hands ban^ 
dledy that declare they unto us. They 
were Witnefles not of one or two on- 
ly, but a vaft Number of our Lord's 
Miracles; many more than they have 
tranfmitted to us : And had all imagina- 
ble Opportunities of examining the Rea- 
lity of them. They attended their Mafter 
in all his Privacies ; and if he had aded 
in Confederacy with any, they muft 
cither themfelves have been the Per- 
ibns, or muft unavoidably have dif- 
coverM His Correfpondencies : And if 
they had detefted Him of Impofture in 
one Inftance, they might reafonably 
have concluded the lame of all others* 
And in that great Miracle, our Lord's 
Refurreftion, they tell us, They were 
very incredulous, and look'd upon the 
firft Reports of it as idle Tales ^. That 
when it was yet farther confirm'd, fe^ 
veral believed it not f . And One of 
them^ who took upon him to think 
more freely than the reft, declared. That 
unlefs he law the very feme wounded 
Body which had fuffer'd, and H put his 

♦ Luk. xxiv. 11. t Mar. xvi. 11^ Jl Jo^v^/ *5- 
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Fingers into the Trint of the Naih^ 
and thrufi his Hand into his Side, be 
naould not believe. This ienfible incon- 
teflable Proof was given them, and they 
frofefs themfelves aflured with the ful- 
left Conviftion, that tjje Body they law^ 
and handled, was the fame they had be- 
fore converfed With ; the fame FleDh and 
Bones they took down frbm the Crois, 
embalm'd, and buried. If we can lup- 
pofe Men deceived in fuch Evidences 
as thefe, we cannot depend on the Rea- 
lity of any Perceptions. But they were 
farther confirmed in their Belief of their 
Lord's Miracles, by finding the fame 
Power, according to His Promife^ cora^ 
inunicated to themfelves* And how pof^ 
fible foever we might imagine it for 
them to be impofed on by their Mailer^ 
they could not impofe on themfclvesi 
They muft be confcious to their own 
Fraud or Honefty^ and muft know with 
certainty, whether the Miracles - they 
wrought in their own Perfons, weref 
real or not. There cannot therefore bb 
any Sufpicion, that they were impofed 
on themfelves. All that can be doubt- 
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ed, is, whether they a£ted faithfully, and 
did not intend to deceive the World 
in thefe Relations. 

Now, before we can reafbnably en« 
tertain ib hard a Sufpicion of any 
Perfbns, we fhould be able to affign 
Ibme Motive that might induce them to 
it. If the Apoftles of our Lord, the ori- 
ginal Witneflcs of thefe Fa6ls, and fome 
tof them the Authors of thofe Hifliories 
which report them, propofed any tem- 
poral Advantages in this Defign on the 
World, they were miferably deceived in 
the Event : For Scorn, Poverty, and 
Perfecution attended them where-ever 
they went. They left their Friends and 
Country, and, after all the Varieties of 
Mifiiry and Diftrefs that Men could be 
expofed to, they chearfully gave up their 
Lives, even oh Racks and CrofTes, in 
Confirmation of their Report. And is it 
imaginable, that fo many Perfbns fhould 
thUs refblutely perfifl in aflerting what 
thiy knew to be falfe ? That they fhould 
tndure aU that can be terrible and af- 
IH^ivc to human Nature, meitly for 

the 
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the Sport of impofing on the Creduli- 
ty of a few Converts ? And that not 
one of all the Number fhould ever be 
prevailed on, either by Intereft, Ho- 
nefty, or Fear, to impeach the Cheat, 
and difcover an unprofitable, perfeeuted 
Impofture ? 

It may perhaps be feid, that Vanity 
is a flrong Paffion ; and the Ambition 
of being Authors of a new Religion to 
the World, is a Motive that may ac- 
count for all this. No doubt thefe 
Paffions, when raisM to their utmofl 
Height, are able to carry Men into as 
great Extravagances as any other. But 
fuch ExcelTes of Vanity are very un- 
common, and rarely found in fingle Ex- 
almples : Neither can any Thing be more 
incredible, than that this Spirit fhould 
poffefs fuch a Number of Men in fo 
equal, fo uniform, fo invincible a De* 
gree of Obftinacy, as appeared in every 
one of the Apoftles. And when wc 
obferve the Characters of the Perfons, 
we muft furely even hence acquit them 
of fo improbable a Suggeftipn. . They 

Wcr^ 
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\(rere poor, illiterate Men ; of low Edu- 
cation and Employments ; bred in a Way 
of Life, which renderM them the leaft 
apt to eiitertain, and the leaft qualifyM 
td execute fo great . a ProjeO:. But fup- 
pofing them all of the moft a£live en- 
terprifing Genius; yet can we imagine 
Perfbhs of their meaii Rank in Life^ 
capable of digefting, and concerting fuch 
a Defign, in fach exa£): Hsrnipny and 
Confiftency with each other ? That they 
fhould all, fepiarated in diftant Coun- 
tries, agree in the f^me Relations, pro- 
pofe the lame Syftem of Doftrines, and 
every one aft his Part with fiich Firm- 
liefs and Conftancy, as not even. to be 
tortured into a Departure from his Pro- 
feflion^ ? Such werethe Apoftles of Chriftj^ 
the Relaters and WitnefleS of His Mi- 
taclfes^ and fttch their Conduft. Now, 
I fayj that Perfons of this ChataQer, 
void of Learning, and all thofe acquis 
red Accompliihmeiit^^ which might be 
fuffliefted to infufc an Ambition of be- 
coming Teachers, of the World, fhould 
engage in fb vaft a Defign, as changing 
the Rdigiefn of all Nations on the Earth ; 

i That 
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That they (hould carry it on with fucll 
unmoveable Patience and Refolution^ 
againft the fierceft Oppofition of all the 
Powers of the World, and all unani*^ 
moufly perfift in it, even to Death ; can 
be imputed to no Principle, but a firm 
ConviSion of the Truth of what they 
afTerted ; a Confcience of Duty towards 
God, and the Expeftation, they profefsM, 
of being rewarded by him in another 
Life. Thefe are Circumftances which 
put their Fidelity beyond' all reafonable, 
I think, beyond all poflible Queftion ; 
fuch Proofs of Honefty, as no Hiftori- 
an befides themfelves ever gave. Wc 
may alfo add, in Confirmation of their 
Report, that many Particulars of it are 
attefted both by Heathen, and Jewi/h 
Writers : And fome of the earlieft Op- 
pofers of Chriftianity, of whom we have 
any Remains, acknowledge the Fafit, that 
our Lord wrought Miracles. It may be 
farther obferved, that the fame miracu* 
lous Powers which arc reported of 
Chrift and his Apoftles, were tranfmit** 
ted to their Succeflbrs, and continued 
for fome Ages in the Church. . A Fad 
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^ notorious that ^ TertuUiMj fo late 

as the End of die iecond or Beginning 

.of the th|r4 Century, appeals to ic in a 

^ublidk Apology, and gives a folema 

.Challenge to his Heathen Adverfaries, to 

put cbe Quefiion between them upon this 

Iffue. No reafonable Man can imagine, 

that a Ferfon of Learning and Chara3:erf 

•turould ^ave expofed himfelf and his 

-Caufe to the Shame of fo ealy i Refuta- 

itioii, as Hfuft have attended it, if the 

f^a£is had not been known and incon- 

•teftable. Nowfuppofe, if common Senie 

will filffcr us to fuppofe it, that the 

Apoftlcs arid Writers of the Goipel had 

agreed to report of their Lord and them- 

ielves falfe Fads, or counterfeit Miracles ; 

Could the^ tranfniit the fame Art, or the 

fanie liifincerity to others, td many Thou- 

fands, in a long SuccefGon after their 

Death? Can it be believed, that none 

fbould reveal the mighty Secret, and dif* 

«over the Application made to him to 

carry on the Intrigue ? They went on, it 

Teems, irom Age to Age, handing down 

the Arts of Jugling, and iihpofmg fiSi- 

* 4i**«./%.«. W.p^. 1*75. & 4d §fjif. fag. 69. 

La" tiou*. 
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tious Miracles on the World ; and not 
one, of all the Multitude, that muft have 
been intrufted, could be prevailed on, 
by all the Difcouragements that Ma- 
lice and Power coyld put them under, 
to betray his Confidence, and own the 
Impofture. Sure fuch Improbabilities 
need no Refutation. And if Miracles 
were really wrought in the Chriftian 
Church, after the Death of the- Apo- 
ftles, by thofe who fuccecded in their 
Commiffion and Doftrine ; then the 
Evidence is plainly carry'd on, and God 
in thefe Miracles bore Witnefs, both to 
the Doftrine of Chrift and his Apoftlcs, 
and to the Miracles related of them. 

In fum then, if there appears no pro- 
bable Sufpicion, that the Hiftorians of 
the Gofpel were deceived themfelves, or 
aded infincerely, and with an Intention 
to deceive the World, but all the Evi- 
dence of the contrary that the Nature 
of the Thing admits, their Relations 
have all the Credibility that any Hifto- 
. ry can have ; . more indeed than any 
other Hiftory in the World can pretend 

to: 
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to : And confequently if we refufe our 
AfTent to thefe Relations, we muft re* 
je6l the Credit of all Hiftory, and believe 
nothing that was done before we were 
born, or which we did not aQ:ualIy fee 
with our own Eyes : An Abfurdity, to 
which if our Adverfaries will be content 
to be driven, we need not, I think, 
trouble ourfelves to follow them any 
farther. 

And if thefe Hiftories are true, the 
Miracles they report were aftu.ally per- 
form'd. And if we can have no Sufpi- 
cion of Impofture in them, we muft ac- 
knowledge them to have been wrought 
by the Power of God. And if they 
were wrought by God, then the Doc- 
trine they atteft muft be the Doftrine 
of God. For 'tis a Contradidion to 
the Goodnefs, Juftice, and Veracity of 
God, to fiippofe he could give the Tefti- 
mony of his Power to any Doftrine but 
what he approved, and required to be 
believ'd upon his Authority. 

L g ,Thu| 
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Thus then the Argument from Mr- 
racles ftands. If there be any juft in- 
ternal Objieftion to the Doftrine they 
atteft ; if it ' be fuch as cannot confift 
with the Attributes of the divine Idea ; 
if it contradi&s any manifeft Truth, na- 
tural or moral, no Appearance of Mi- 
racles can convince lis, that fuch Dbc- 
irine' is a divine Revelation : becaiile 
we are fure God cannot affirm a manL 
feft Fallhood. And, for the fame Rea- 
ibn, if 'tis irreconcileable to a precedent 
Revelation, we cannot believe it to be 
from God ; becaufe God cannot contra- 
dift Himfcif. Either of thefe Objeftions, 
if clear and evident, ihufl: neceffarify bver-i 
weigh any Appearance of Miracles; be- 
caufe the Sappofition of God's affirming 
fuch Do£fcrines is fimply iriipoffible, and 
implies a Contradiction. But in all Ap- 
jpearances of Miracles, how highly /r^- 
bable foever, there is yet a Tqffibility 
bf our being deceived: And 'tis more 
reaforiable for us to believe we are de- 
ceive, eveti where there is but a bare 
jPoffibility that we may be, than to be* 
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lieve that God can aflSrin a Falfhood, 
which is impoffible. But where there 
is no fuch internal Objcdion againft the 
Dodrine, and we have as full Satisfiic- 
tion in the Reality of the Miracles as the 
Nature of the Subjeft admits, we are 
obliged, upon their Atteftation, to re- 
ceive the Doftrine as a divine Revekr 
tion ; becaufe we have in that Cafe the 
utmoft Evidence that can be given us pf 
a divine Revelation. 

And fince, as I have ihewn, there 
lies no fuch internal Obje£tion againft 
the Doftrine of the Gofpel ; and there 
is as good Proof as the Subjed: is capa- 
ble o^ that the Miracles reported in 
it were really wrought ; I may refume 
my Conclufion againft the ^ieifij- — • 
That we have all the Proof that any 
reafonable Man can expefl;, or require, 
that the Golpel is a divine Revelation : 
The utmoft, indeed, that could have 
been given us, fupppHng it to have been 
from God. 
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But I am conccrnM tp obviate aa 
Objedion, which I appreheod from ano- 
ther Quarter. ; That, by this way 

of arguing, I make the Grounds of our 
Belief of the Chriftian Revelation to be 
but probable J and not abfolutely infal^ 
lible. I confefs I do fo ; and think the 
Nature of the Subje£i capable of no 
higher Evidence. But what is fo high- 
ly probable, demands the AiTent of eve^ 
ry reafonable Man. But then, I lay 
feirther, that he who upon this, tho' 
but probable^ Evidence, a:dmits the Re- 
velation, muft afterwards acknowledge 
an infallible Authority in that Revela- 
tion. 

To clear this, let ys fuppofe a Per- 
fon in our Saviour's Time had not fcen 
his Miracles, but believed them on the 
Report of fome credible Friends, and, in 
Confequence of them, had acknowledge 
his divine Miflion, as he very reafona- 
bly might do. It is plain, the Founda* 
tion' of his Faith would have been but 
jprobable^ the Tefti/nony of fallible Men^ 
* - anq 
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and fachy as if, when he came to hear 
pur Lord's Doftrine, he had found Him 
affirm a manifefl: Falfhood^ mufl: have 
been over-weighM. But if no fuch 
Objection appeared againft his Doc- 
trine, the Evidence of his Miracles, 
the' not frobabUj was fufficient to con- 
vince him of his Miflion from God, 
and confecjuqntly of his infallible Au- 
thority. 

Suppose, in another Inftance, — - 
I am in general convinced of the ChriP- 
tian Revelation, and that the Scrip- 
tures in which it is contained are infal- 
libly true. — I find in thele Scrip- 
tures a Paflage, whole Meaning I do 
hot underftand^ — I confult, as in Rea- 
fon I Ihould do, fome Perfon more know- 
ing than myfelf. If my Guide gives 
me a manifcftly falfe Propofition as the 
Senfe of that Scripture, I cannot, upon 
his or any Authority, admit this to be 
the Senfe of Words, which I acknow- 
ledge to be a divine Revelation. If this 
be really the Senfe of thofe Words, I 
inuft retraft my Belief of their divine 
' ' Au- 
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AuthcHTity ; and if I believe their divino 
Authority, I muft rejed this Interpre- 
tation of tl|em. But if no fuch Object 
tion arifes againft his Ezpofition, and 
the Conftru£fcion of the Words will bear 
it, I may reafonably, updn this Autho- 
rity, admit it as the Senfe of that Scrip- 
ture. The Evidence I have that this is 
the . Senfe of it, is but probable, th^ 
Judgment of a ^llible Man : But when, 
upon this probable Evidence, I receive 
the Proppfition he aiTigns, as the Senfe 
pf that Scripture, I believe that Propo- 
iition, not as affinq'd by him, but as 
affirm'd by the infallible Authority of 
God, 

r 

Thu s it is in the Ailent we give to 
the Chriftian Revelation, upon the Evi* 
dence of the Miracles which attefl it- 
The Ground of our Aflurance that fuch 
Miracles were wrought, is but probable. 
The Credibility of the Relaters, and 
even the Tradition of the Boo^s in 
which they are recorded, is no more 
than probable ^ and would be pverbalr 
lanced by any manifeft FaljQioof) |n the 

Doc- 
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2)odrifle of the Gofpel. But (ince the 
DoQriide is free from any fuch Objec- 
tion, and we have more and better Evi- 
dence for t|ie Fidelity of the Gofpel* 
HiAorians, and the Tradition of their 
Booksy than appears for any other Books 
or Hiftorians ; we muft z€t unreafona- 
jbly if we deny, or even doubt, thefe 
Reports.' So high a Probability demands 
a certain Aflent* We every Day be- 
lieve upon lefs, and he would juftly be 
efteem^d a Madman, who fhould refufe 
to do fo. But when upon this Evi- 
dence, tho^ but p'obablej we believe the 
Miracles, and conlequently the Revek* 
tion which they atteft ; we then believe 
the Contents of that Revelation with 
(divine Faith, as infallibly true, becaufc 
^fiirmM by God. 

It is therefore a yain Fallacy, by 
which the Emiflaries of the Church of 
Rome fometimes puzzle weak or confu- 
ted Underftandings ; — That unlcls we 
admit the Infallibility of the Church, we 
have no Infallible Grounds for any Ar- 
ticle of o^r Faith ; Becayie, as we haye 
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feen, a probable Evidence may lead us to 
the Acknowledgment of an infallible Au- 
thority. We receive the Books of Scrip- 
ture, as written by the Authors whofc 
Names they bear, and believe the Fide- 
lity of the Relations thqy contain, upon 
the fame Kind of Evidence on which 
we receive the Books, and credit the 
Relations of Livy or Tacitus ; tho% we 
prefume, we have ftronger and better 
Evidence of this kind for the Bopks and 
Relations of Scripture, than for the other. 
The concurrent Tradition of th^ uni* 
verfal ' Church is a very high Degree 
of Evidence of this Kind, and the very 
beft we have; becaufe it extends to all 
Parts of Scripture : But ftill 'tis in its 
Nature only probable^ And, to convince 
any one of this, I need only oblerve, 
that a like Concurrence of Teftimony, 
from the Enemies of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, confirming any Relation of Scrip- 
ture, is in its Nature ftronger Evidence 
than this; for the fame Reafons that 
the Concurrence of an Author, who 
profeffedly wrote againft any Hiftorian, 
would more ftrongly confirm any Re. 

latioA 
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lation in him, than the Concurrence of 
one who was known to favour him^ 
and may 'be fufpeded to copy after 
him. 

The Confirmation indeed which the 
Golpel-Writings receive from the Tef- 
timony of Enemies, reaches but to few 
Parts of themi and therefore upon the 
whole we receive them infinitely lefs 
upon this Evidence, than the Teftimony 
of the Church : But fklW I contend, 
that fo far as This reaches, ^tis in its 
Nature ftronger Evidence. And if this 
Evidence is in its Nature only probable, 
it can with no Reafon be pretended 
that the other is more than probable. 
But fo probable it is, that no Man 
afting rationally can refift its Force. 
Whereas the Romanifls Way of proving 
the Authority of Scripture from the In- 
fallibility of their Church, can never 
convince any Man, who is difpofed to 
deny it* And 'tis certain, an Argument 
which will dot do that, is good for 
nothing. For how is this Infallibility 
of their Church to be proved ? Why 

by 
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by Scripture* So that the Authority 
of Scripture is to be proved by the In-i 
fallibility of the Church ; and the In- 
fallibility of the Church by the Au- 
thority of Scripture. Which is juft as 
good a Proof, a$ a Mahometan might 
give for the Akhoran. » i 

believe the Akbor4tn to be trqcj be^ 
caufe the Muftij who is infaBJbk, af- 
firms it to be fo ; and t believe tlie 
Mufti to be in&llible, becaufe the Jil- 
^baran fays be is fo. Only this Ad- 
vantage the Mahometan may have in 
his Argument, that he might,- for what / 
I know, produce an Affirmation of the - 
Muftis Infallibility in the Akhcran ; but 
the Church 6f Rofke will never be able 
to ftiew her InfelliWlity affirmed in the 
Chriftian Scriptures. They miy delight 
themfelves, and amufe their Converts 
ivith this Dance in a Circle, if they 'pleafe ; 
but they muft excufe us, if we choofe 
father to ground our Belief of the Scrip- 
tures, and of the Divine Revelation cOn- , 
tainM in them, on foch rational Proofs; 
as may enable lis to re^Jl Gahfayers^ 
dnd give an Anfwerj to any M4n who 

ask- 
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us a ReafoH)^ of the Hope thtt 
is in us^ 

That wc have fuch rational Proo^ 
bf the Chriftian Revelation, I have en-* 

deavourM to fliew- That no Ob^ 

'yoGdoti appears againft the Matter of it^ 
which can bar the Evidence of the 
Miracles which atteft it ; — — That wc 
have all the Proof that thefe Miracles 
were really performed, which the Nature 
of the Subje£l: requires, or admits; that 
we have no reafonable Sufpicion that 
the Relaters were deceivM themfelves, 
or intended to deceive us ; — That 
we have better Aflurance of the Fidelity 
of their Reports, than for any other an. 
cient HiAory. Thefe we think as full 
Evidence of the Fa£fcs related, as any 
rational Man can infift on, and we de-* 
iire no more. And if the Fads are al« 
low'd, they are fuch as prove the Di^ 
vine Authority of thoie who performM 
them, and confequently of the Revela- 
tion, in Confirmation of which tliey were 
performed* 

Our 
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Our Faith, as I obfervM, is aflured 
in the GofpeURevelation, by the con- 
current Support of fcverdl other Prooft 
of great Force. Such is the fwift and 
wonderful Propagation of Chriftianityj 
by Inftruments in their natural Powers 
weak and contemptible, not only with- 
out the Afliftance, but againft the moft 
enraged Oppofitioa of fecular Power. 
Ai^d fucli efjpecially is the exaS Com-i 
pletion of our LOrd^s Prophecy, in fuch 
a Deftruftion of the Country, and fuch 
an utter Diffipation of the People of 
the Jews J as no human Sagacity can be 
imagined to forefee, and which never had 
an Example in any other Nation under 
Heaven^ 

But the Evidence I undertook to con> 
fider, was that arifing from the Miracles 
wrought in Atteftatibn of the Gofpel. 
A Subject indeed of too great Extent, to 
be fully treated in a Difcouffe of this 
Nature. But I hope, what I have ofFerM 
is fufiicient to remove all material Ob- 
je£tions, and lead any equitable Man, 

to 
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tb tlic Acknowledgment made to OMt 
Saviour, * RabHj thoU art a Teacher 
tome from Godj for no Man could do th& 
Miracles that thou dofi^ estceft God wai 
•with bimi 

♦ John iil.- 1. 
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S E R M O N VII. 

John III. xix. 

This is the Condemnation, that Light 
is come into the IVorld, and Men 
loved Darknefs rather than Light, 
becaufe their Tieeds were Evil. 

H E have hitherto treated the Ad-" 

D verlariesof Chriftianity asiMen 

3 pretending to Reafon, and feri* 

ouflydiflatisfyMwiththe Prodfs 

of its divine Authority; and have endea- 

vour'd their Conviftion under that Ap. 

^ M a pearanco 
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peafance. But if the Scripture before us 
has given us the true Account of Infidelity, 
we muft now take leave to confider them 
in a different Charafter, as wicked immo- 
ral Men, prejudiced by their Vices againft 
the Acknowledgment of Truth. For thus 
our Lord tells us, that his Gofpel had 
all the Evidence of a Light from Heaven 
that could be required ; but this Light 
made Dilcoveries unacceptable to the Paf- 
fions of Men ; and therefore they fhut 
their Eyes againft it. They loved 7)arJk- 
nejs rather than Light^ becauje their 
^eeds were Evil. To us, the Affirma- 
tion of our divine Matter, who ^ knew 
what was in Man^ is a full AiFurance 
that this is really the Cafe: But thofe 
who are Infidels to his Authority, we may 
expeft to refent this as a partial invi- 
dious Suggeftion^ and demand our Proof 
of it. 

Now, in this Argument, demonftra- 
five Proof is not to be required. The 
Secrets of Mens Hearts, and the M9- 

♦ Joha ii. a J. 
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tives they aO: upon, can be collefted 
only from probable Prefumptions : And 
if their appear in this Cafe, the ftrong- 
eft Prefumptions that Mens Oppofition 
to the Gofpel proceeds from the Con* 
trariety of its Do6irine$ to their Lufts 
and Paffions, we have all the Proof ^that 
the Nature of the Thing admits. 

The Pofition of pur Lord, That 
Light is come into the World^ we have 
endeavoured to aflert; and, upon an at- 
tentive Examination, can difcover no 
Defefl: in the Evidence of the Gofpel ; 
but find it as fully proved, as any rea^ 
fonable Man can require a divine Re- 
velation fhould be. Hence therefore ari- 
fes a juft Sufpiciqn, at leaft, that Want 
of Evidence is not th^ true Caufe of 
Mens Oppofition to it. And if it fer-- 
ther appears, 

1% TThat the Caufe her? aflignM, an 
Attachment to vicious and immoral Inte- 
refts, is every way proportion'd to this Ef- 
feft; if it be found, in other Inftances, to 
fupprefs the Evidence of the cleareft truth, 

M 3 and 
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and over-rule the Convi6iions of Rea- 
fon: And, 

IL If the Lufts and Paffions of Men 
are more concernM to oppofe the Ac^ 
knowledgment of the Gofpel, than any 
other Conclufion, we have all the Proof 
that can be dcfired, that our Lord has 
here afcribed the Infidelity of Men to 
its true Principlej; And having under 
thefe Heads fupported the Charge, I 
fhall then, 

III, Assert the Juftice of the Conr 
demnation here pronounced, on thofe 
yrhp rejeft the Gofpel. 

I. Let us inquire whether the Ca^ufij 
here aflignM to Infidelity, an Attach- 
ment to vicious and immoral Intercfts;, 
be not proportioned to it : Whether it be 
not, in other Inftances, found to fupprefs 
the Evidence of Truth, and oyer-rule 
t^e Conviftions of Reafont 
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The two general ObjeAs of human 
Puriuits, are Truth and Happinefs; but 
the Influence of the latter ^r exceeds 
that of the forntier. The firft and go« 
verning Paflion of the Soul is a De-» 
fire of Happinefs; and the Love of 
Truth is only fubordinate to \t^ And 
agreeably, we never find Men much 
concerned about the Truth or Falfhood 
of a Propofition, merely becaufe 'tis 
true or falfe, but becaufe their Interefl: 
appears to be, fome Way or other, af- 
feftcd by it. 'Tis this Motive engage? 
their Attention ; and, according to the 
real or imaginary Importance of thelnr 
tereft in their View, and its Depen- 
dence on the Queftion before them, the 
Warmth of the Conteft rifcs higher, 
the Prejudices of thofe who are mifta- 
ken appear ftronger, and their Convic- 
tion becofnes more difficult. Every Dit 
pute we inquire into, every Book we 
read, and every Man we converfe with, 
will, in fome Inftance or other, confirm 
to us the Truth of this Reflexion. 
Take the moft exa£t Reafoner on in- 

M 4 different 
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different SubjeSs, one who can accui 
irately diftinguifh true from fklfe, and 
judge prccifely of the feveral Degrees 
©f Evidence and Uncertainty ; and let 
^a Queftion be propofed to him in 
which he has a near Intereft concerned ; 
the Clearnefs of his Difcernment, and 
the Uprightnefs of his Judgment will 
be apt to forfake him : His Reafon will 
bend towards the favourite Side, and 
very hardly be brought to acknowledge 
that falfe, which he paffionately dcfires 
fhould be true. Where the Argument 
is againft us, Demonftration will not 
convince ; and where 'tis for us, the leaft 
Probabilities have the Power of it. 

If Men judged truly of their Inter 
reft, this Bent and Inclination of the 
Underftanding towards it, in the Search 
of Truth, would be no Diladvantage to 
us. 'Tis certainly, in its felf, a wife Pro- 
vifion of the Author of our Nature, to 
4irc6i us to our proper Good. For there 
is a perfe£k Agreement and Cocrefpon- 
^ence between Truth and Happinefs ; 

aeit 
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neither can it ever be our real Intereft 
to deny any Truth. But the Misfor* 
tune is, That Men propofe falfe and 
imaginary Interefts as their proper Hap* 
pinefs. Thcfe are always contrary to 
Truth, and by an Attachment to them, 
the Weight is put into the wrong Scale, 
and the Underftanding is biafsM to Er- 
ror, which alone can fupport fuch a 
Choice. And when we obferve, that 
the Interefts of Paffion have the Adyan-* 
tage of early Prepoffeffion, and offer 
prefent Eafe and Satis&£fcion, we can* 
not wonder if they are often preferred 
to the Interefts of Realbn, which are 
long before they begin to appear to us j 
are then generally Reverfions and rcr 
quire Pains and Reflexion to reprefent 
them in their proper Value. Suppofe, 
then, a Man pafRonately engaged to vi« 
cious Pleafures, to the SatisfadWons of 
any one irregular Appetite; this is his 
Point of Happinefs, the governing End 
ef all his Purfuits. Whatever promotes 
or encourages this Gratification, will 
have his Efteem and Applaufe ; and what- 
f yep interrupts or oppofes it, will be 

fure 
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fure of his Refentment. Let a Philofo-^ 
pher try, by all the Topicks of Reafon 
and Duty, to convince him of his Error ; 
his Truths will fall upon a Rock impene- 
trable, and immoveable ; the moft falla- 
cious Colour of an Argument, even a 
Jeft, will be thought a fufficient Refuta^ 
tion. But Ut his Defires abate, and the 
Objed he doated on become indifferent 
to him ; the Man will prcfently be ca^ 
pable of Reafon ; and the Truths he was 
deaf to before, will have their due 
Weight and Impreflion. What is it that 
makes the Difference in this Cafe P Are 
the Arguments which now convince him, 
more conclufive than they were before ? 
No ; the Difference is in the Man. The 
Impediment that hinder'd his Acknow- 
ledgment of Truth, is removed : It na 
longer appears to oppofe his Intereft, 
and therefore he has no longer any A- 
verfion from it. 

U N L E s s PafHon could obfcure the 
Light, and overbear the Remonflrances 
of Reafon, there could be no fuch Thing 
as Vice in the Worl4 : For every Vice 

is 
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is contrary to right Reafon, and reprov* 
pd by it. And confequently, every vi^ 
cious Man i$ a Proof of the Conclufion 
in Queftion: And tho^ the Power of 
Mens Lufts in corrupting their Judg- 
ments, appears chiefly with regard to 
practical Truths ; yet, if any fpecula- 
tive Truth draws after it Confequences 
equally repugnant to the Intereft of a 
Man's Paffions, it will be equally op- 
pofed by them. Did Men enter upon 
moral and religious Inquiries with the 
fame IndifiPerence ^s they do on mathe- 
matical, they would acknowledge Truth* 
as readily in one, as they do. in the 
other. But the Gonclufions of the for- 
mer will not be reconciled to feme Pur- 
fuits in which the Man has placed his 
Happinefs: They oblige him to con- 
demn fome beloved of his Soul, which 
he cannot be prevailM on to part with. 
Every Faculty ftands upon Guard to de- 
fend this Trcafurc; and will hear no 
Jleafon, fufFcr nothing to approach, that 
|:hreatens to deprive him of it. Since, 
therefore, the corrupt Lufts and Paflions 
pf Men are fo apt to l)lind their Judg- 

inent. 
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menty and fb ftrongly difpofe them to 
refift and contradiflt the Evidence of 
Truth, whenever it cannot be reconcir 
l^d to their Indulgences ; if it appears 
upon our 

. IP iNauiRY, That the Chriftian Re- 
ligion is irreconcileably oppofite to eve-f 
ry vicious and immoral Intereft, it is a 
juft Prefumption, that this is the truQ 
Caufe of its being reje£tedt 

That the Gofpel is thus oppofite to 
the corrupt Interefts of Paflion^ we need 
no other Proof than an Appeal to its 
Doftrines. We there find, every Luft 
reftrain'd ; every Appetite of our Na. 
ture brought under Rule and Difcipline^ 
and confined to certain and thofe nar^ 
row Limit5r Every Profely te to this 
Religion, is required, under a folemn 
Covenant to abjure every Satisfadlioa 
that exceeds thofe Bounds ; to mortify 
every fenfual Defire ; nay, not only tp 
renounce all irregular Pleafure, but the 
moft innocent Enjoyments of Life, and 
even Life it fglf, whenever it ft^n^j; in 

Competition 
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Cbmi^etition with his Duty. And the 
chief Encouragement propolcd to fup- 
port his Compliance with thcfe fevere 
Terms, is a diftant Profpcft of Rewai'd 
in another World, and the Comforts 
• that may arife to him from that Bxpecbi- 
tion. And can it be wonder'd, that fucfa 
a Religion as this fliould meet with Op* 
pofition ? That Men, devoted to the In* 
terefts of their Lufts, fhould unwilling- 
ly admit a Rule of Life, fo irreconcilC'^ 
able to thofe Interefts ? What Evidence 
of Truth can you imagine clear enough 
to over-rule fuch a Prejudice ? Can you 
hope to convince a Man by Argument^ 
that *tis his Duty to be miferablc ? He 
has placed his fupreme Felicity in the 
Satisfadions you would take from him : 
He prefers them to all that your Reli- 
gion offers him, and thinks the Lofs of 
them a more terrible Evil, than all it 
threatens. If you can find him a Reli- 
gion that will indulge him in his Lufts^ 
he may probably be your Convert : But 
to propofc the Evidences of fuch a Reli- 
gion as the Gofpel, to a Mind thus pre- 
poifefsM againft its Rules^ is beginning at 

the 
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the wrong End. Before you can coii- 
•vince his Underftanding of the Autho- 
' rity of the Teacher, you muft. reconcile 
his Affeftions to his Doftfines; make 
him fenfible that he miftakes his Intc- 
• reft, and purfues his own Deftrufltion ;• 
. and that a Submidion to the Difcipline 
-of Chrift, will be attended with Satis- 

- feSions . infinitely preferable to thofe he 

- is fond of. Thus divine Wifdom addreP 
-fes Mankind. .My Fruit is better than 
\ Gold J and tny Revenue than chfice Sil-^ 

"ver ^. Thus our bleffed Mafter invites 
Men to become his Dilciples. Come un- 
to me all that travel^ and . are heavy la- 
. den^ and I will refrejh yofi f . 'Tis by 
. this Motive he follicites our Faith, that 
He who believeth on hintj Jhallnot fe- 
rijhj Mut have eternal Life ||, He firft 
. endeavours to convince us, that 'tis worth 
our while to attend to him ; that 'tis our 
Wifdbm arid: Intereft to comply with the 
Terms he propofes ; and according as he 
fucceeds in his Application, the Proofs 
of his Authority will appear more or lels 
conclufive. If the ProfpeQs he opens to 

♦ Prov. viii. 19. • t Matt xi.n, H John iii* 15. 
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our Faith, can recommend Virtue to our 
Choice, and render the Vices he reproves 
our Averfion, he will ealily perfuade us 
CO acknowledge his Authority. As a 
good Man affents with Joy to the Chri- 
ftian Revelation, becaufe it appears con- 
ducive to his fupreme Happinels, and 
propofes a noble Encouragement to his 
Virtues ; fo a wicked Man reje£):s it, bci- 
caufe 'tis contrary to his beloved Inte- 
refts; cuts him 6S from all that is de- 
lightful to the Soul, and like the unac- 
ceptable Prophet to the King of IJrael^ 
frofhefies no Good concerning him^ but^ 
only Evil continual^ ^ : And therefore 
he refolves not to hear its Reafons, nor 
own its Authority. But let his No- 
tions of Happinefs be changed ; let the 
fpiritual Pleafures of our Religion, and 
the Rewards of Eternity take hold of 
his Heart and Defires, and be confefs'd 
an Over-ballance to the Gratifications 
of his Lufts, the Proofs of the Go- 
fpel will appear in a quite different Light^ 
their Evidence be perceived, and their 
Force fubmitted to. 

2 2 Chrook xyiiL t* 

Let 
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L £ T us then Aand ftill a litttey an J 
confider what the Evidence we have 
produced amounts to* That a ftrong At- 
tachment to a millaken Interefl:^ will ren* 
-der a Man impatient Of hearing, and ob* 
ftinate in refilling any Truth which is 
oppofite to that Interefl:, is a Conclufion 
of common Experience. It is alfo mz^ 
iiifefl: that the Dodrines of the Golpel 
tire irreconcileably oppofite to the Iik 
terefts of Paflion : Interefl:s, which are 
found, in daily Obfervation, to take fuch 
hold on Men, that no Advice, no Realbit 
or Authority is able to reclaim their 
Afieflions from them. It is certain, that 
were the Gofpcl never fo well proved ; 
yet, by Men thus prepoflefsM againfl: it, 
tlie Force of thefe Proofs wou'd either 
not be feen, or not be confefs'd. Here 
is then a Caufe affignM fufficient to ac* 
count for Mens rejeding the Gofpcl ; 
and a Caufe put in Aftion j provoked 
by the Do£krines of this Religion, to 
exert its utmoft Force in oppofiag it. It 
is therefore a very jufl: and a very ftrong 
Prefumption, (hat this is the real ground 

of 
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of Mens Qjiarrel againft it. Well, but 
the moral Rules of Gofpel whole Coii- 
tradidion to Mens Luft we affign as the 
Caule of their bppofmg it, are not ob- 
jtGttd tb ; but 'tis the Evidence of its 
divine Authority is queftlonM. But if 
an Acknowledgment of the Autnority 
of the Gofpel, draws after it, by necet 
fary Confequence,^ the Obligation of its 
Laws ; the fame Interefis that with-hold 
MeQs Submimon to its Laws, will e- 
qiially difpofe them to reje£t its Au- 
thority. And obvious Reafons may be 
giyen^ why Men, whole Averfion from 
Chriftianity really proceeds from an Im- 
patience of its moral Reftraints, fhould 
choofe to drop that Motive, and turn 
the Dlfpute, not againft the Matter, but 
the Authority, of the Command. For a 
dire£fc Patronage of Vice^ is but heavy 
unreputabl^ Work; and which, as bad as 
the World is, few will care to appear 
in. But in difputing the Authority 
of the Reftraint; the Infidel aitumes a 
CharaSer of better Figure and Eftcem : 
He here pretends to a deeper Penetrati- 
on; and a more accurate Difcernment 

N than 
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than other Men. The attempt on this 
lide will bear a better I^ce ; and (which 
is confiderable) may hope for more Suc- 
cefs and Applaufe from the World. For 
Men are generally inclined to think the 
moral Commands of the Goipel reafon- 
able enough, where they do not inter- 
fere with their perfonal Vices. Few, 
therefore, would concur with an open 
Defence of Immorality, any farther than 
their particular Paflions gave them an 
Intereftin the Argument. Where they 
were not thus prejudiced, they would de- 
clare againft ir. But an Attack on the Au- 
thority of this Religion, comprehends 
the Intereft of every Paflion. Every Vice 
will favour an Expedient which equally 
ferves all, and fets every Man at Li- 
berty, to purfue what each thinks fit to 
call his Reafon, We can give, you fee, 
plain Reafons, why Men, whoferealDit 
fatisfaOiion arifes from the Matter of the 
Command, fhould rather turn the Dif- 
pute againft its Authority : And therefore 
a Profeffion to diftruft the Evidence of 
the Gofpel, does not in the leail abate 
our Sufpicion, that the true Motive to 

that 



Averfimfrom Chriftianity. 179 

tbat Profeflion is an AverHon from its 
Dilcipline. And when wc recolledl, from 
a former Inquiry, that the Gofpel is as 
fully proved, as any reafonable Man can 
expefl: that any divine Revelation fliould 
be, our Sulpicion is not only probable, 
but has ail the Certainty that any 
Conclufidn of that Nature admits of. 
For when the Caufe pretended for 
this Oppofition, appears to be without 
any juft Foundation ; and the Caufe we 
afHgn, Mens Engagement to the In- 
tcrefts of their PaflSons, is every way 
prbportion'd to this EffeQ:, will over- 
rule the Evidence of Truth, and is pro- 
voked to oppofc, with its utmoft Acti- 
vity, the Truth of the Gofpel, there 
can be no longer any reafonable Doubt, 
but this is the true Caufe of that Op- 
pofition. 

t cannot imagine what farther can be 
fefFer'd hx Bar to this Conclufion, un- 

lefs it be this That this way of 

Arguing fuppofes every Man, who dif- 
putes the Authority of the Gofpel, to be 
a ^if^icked immoral Man. It does fo ; and 

N i ^hat 
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what then? Why, they can produce^ a- 
mong the Oppofers of Chriftianity, Men 
of a very regular unblameablc Life. Some 
few perhaps they may ; it is manifeft, 
the far greater Number of their Adhe- 
rents are of a quite different Charafler. 
And when thefe few are examined, are 
they fure we can find no Vice in them, 
capable of accounting for this Oppofiti- 
on ? The Gofpel is equally irreconcilc- 
able to every Vice; and if a Man be 
;firaily attachM to any one Point, which 
he cannot reconcile with that Religion, 
this one will certainly determine him to 
reject it. We have an Example of this 
in the young Man who came to Chrift. 
He had lived, from his Youth up, in the 
moft exa£t Regularity ; and fcem'd very 
well difpofed to become a Convert to the 
Gofpel. But when our Lord told him, 
that the Terms of his Religion went 
flill farther, and obliged him, whenever 
he required it, to part with his great 
PofleflTions, this touched the tender Place 
in his AfFedions ; he was prefently of- 
fended, and would hear no more. 

SOMB 
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Some flcgmatick Tempers may be 
free from the more impetuous Luft of 
Senfuality ; or Men may, from Motives 
of Prudence, refrain from all infamous 
yicesy and praftife many reputable Vir- 
tues : They may be chafte and ^tempe- 
rate, juft and charitable, either from 
Conftitution, or out of fecular Policy. 
Such a Charaftcr as this will fhine in 
common Life, and appear not only with- 
out Blame, but with Credit and Efteem : 
And yet may confift with fuch Vices, 
as, tho' they make no Shew, imay yet 
determine the Man to the moft obfti- 
nate Oppofition of Chriftianity. I will 
inftance in fpiritual Pride, or a vain Opi- 
nion of a Man's own Underftanding. 
To a Man under the Dominion of this 
FafRon, 'tis dull and undiftinguifhing to 
think in the common Road, and believe 
with the Vulgar. To engage the At- 
tention of the World, he muft pretend 
to fee farther, to form his Judgment of 
Things with more Caution and Saga- 
city than other Men. Even the Shame 
of retracing what he has once alfcrtecf^ 

N 3 is 
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is to fbch a Temper infupportable. He 
will contradid the clearell Evidence* and 
even iacrifice, almoiV, any Interefl rather 
^han fubmit to it. A remarkable In- 
ftance of the Force of this fingle Paf- 
fion^ we have in the famous Vdnini^ 
who chofe to fufifer Death, rather than 
own a God. Amazing ! That a Man* 
who profefsM to have no Profpeft but 
in this Life, j[hould give up his All, his 
very Being, rather than renounce an 
exploded, unprofitable Aflertion. Whofe 
Refentment did he fear, or from whom 
did he expefit any Reward of his -Per- 
feverance? What poflible Account can 
be given of fuch a Condud, but the in- 
flexible Stubbornnefs of his Vanity ? To 
what Degree of Obftinacy, any of our 
modern Unbelievers are influenced by 
this Paflion, we cannot difcover, till 
publick Wifdoiii Ihall think fit to put 
them under greater Difcouragements than 
they find among us. But if they pre- 
4:end to difclaim its Impreflions, I would 
only ask them, by what Motives thiey 
are induced to publiOi their Sentiments^ 
imd appear fo foUicitous to proiely te Men 

* to 
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CO a Disbelief of the Gofpel. Is it a 
mere fpecul^tive Love of Truth ? But 
Truth ( as I obfervM) barely as fuch, 
is feldom. regarded with much AfFe£lion« 
If Truth were fo amiable for its own lake, 
the moft obvious indifputable Truths 
^vould be the moft paflionately affeded ; 
but, on the contrary, none are lookM 
.on with more Indifference. We may 
be fure, fbme Intereft or other depends 
on a Concludon, when we find it ea- 
gerly contended for. , We have feen, in 
the prefent Queftion, that every vicious 
Paffion has an Intereft in oppoling the 
Gofpel ; and that Vanity, by its felf, is 
fufficient to account for the moft ob- 
ftinate Infidelity: But to the Fublica* 
tion of this Infidelity, no Motive can 
be aflignM but Vanity. Every other 
Paflion would be content with its pri- 
vate Gratifications. 'Tis apparently the 
Intereft of the Libertine ^ that the reft 
of the World Ihould be under the Re- 
ftraints of Religion. He knows the £x« 
tent of their Rule, how far they can 
go, and where they muft ftop, and leave 
his Purfuits without any ferther Cojn* 

^ 4 petition* 
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petition, 'Tis his Vanity only tha^ 
tempts him to deprive himfelf ojf theie 
Advantages. He muft let the World fee 
the Superiority of his Parts, the Deptti 
of his Penetration, and his Skill in Di& 
putation. 

Tf, to] avoid this Imputation, they 
pretend a Principle of Charity for this 
Condud ; that ^tis Compaffion to the 
Ignorance of a deluded World, a Zea^l 
to re(cue Mankind from Impofture and 
Superftition, that renders them thus fol- 
licitous to undeceive them; this is yet 
a more improbable Account than the 
former. For can they ferioufly think 
Chey confult the Happinefs of Mankind, 
by endeavouring to take off the Obli- 
gations of this Religion ? A Religion, 
which, under the Awe of a diviiie 
Command, and the Dread of eternal Mi-^ 
fery, requires the PraQ:ice of every Vir- 
tue that can render Men eafy in them- 
(elves, and ufefiil to one another ; and 
forbids every Adion that may difturb 
the Order and Quiet of human Life. 
<Can it be for our Advantage, that fo 
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leiriie and beneficial an Inftitution £hpuI4 
be diicarded ? Have they any Equivalent 
to fubfticute in the Place of it ? Nothing, 
it feetns, but i^atural Reafon; which 
comes^ in the Event, (as we have feen) 
to no more than this; that every Maa 
inuft be left to do what he pleaies. 

Ak admirable Provifion, no doubt, 
for the Virtue, Peace, and Felicity of 
the World ! We think ourf^lves happy 
in the Profpe^s, ^d even in the Re- 
ftraints of the Gofpcl ; and can conceive 
nothing more defircable in this Life, 
than that the Power of this Religion 
piay piore eflfeaually prevail, an(I tj^e 
Duties it prefcribes be univerlally prac- 
tifcd. Suppole, then, thefe fagacious 
Gentlemen to be pcrfuaded we are mijt 
taken ; yet unlefs they had fomething 
better to offer us, methinks, Charit;y 
would pcrfuade them to let us alone 
to enjoy our Delufion. Do they expcft 
we lliQuld th^nk them for awakening us 
out of fo pleafing a Dream, moiitifying 
^bofe glorious Hopes with which wc 
cntemio ourfelyes,, and depriving us pf 
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fo noble a Support under the AJ99i£Hoiis 
of Life ; and^ what is ftill woHe, taking 
off all Reftraint from the Lufls and 
Paflions of Men, and turning loofe fuch 
a Den of wild Beafts, to worry and di& 
tra£t the World ? To fome thought* 
lefs Wretches, abandonM to Vice and 
Wickednefs, it may perhaps appear a Ser- 
vice, to dilcharge the Authority and Re- 
proofs of this Religion: But the wife 
and the virtuous, every Man who va- 
lues his own, or wifhes his Neighbour's 
Happinefs, muft refcnt the Attempt with 
Abhorrence and Deteftation. Neither 
Charity nor Prudence, then, will advife 
fuch a Conduft ; we muft look for the 
Motives of it, among the Paflions whofe 
Intercft it ferves. And tho' (as I have 
obfervM) every Lull may incline Men to 
Infidelity, yet all but Vanity wou'd per- 
fuade the Concealment of it, 'Tis this 
Paflion only that pufhcs them on to a Pub* 
licationof it. They cannot be eafy, with- 
out the Satisfaftion and Support of Ap- 
plaufe. Their Underftanding muft triumph 
in a Retinue of Converts, and appear in 
the Head of a Party. A Party indeed they 

have; 
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have ; but when they obferve the Cha- 
raflters that compofe it, methinks theit* 
iPride itfelf fihould defpife its Conquefts, 
and be afihamed of the Admiration of 
Profligates and Fools. 

Upon the whole, we have feen, ho\«r 
clearly Mens Rcjeftion of the Gofpel, 
and the whole Condudit of the Infidel in 
oppofing it, is rclblvcd into our Lord's 
Account, the Influence of fome corrupt 
Paflion or other. This Account cannot 
pe at all furprifing, when we obferve, 
with what Obftinacy any one Lufl: will 
difpute its Pofleflion of the Heart ; by 
what Shifts and Evafions it will cover it 
felf from the Reproach of Truth ; by 
what gradual Steps of falle Reafoning it 
will lead a Man on from one Error, 
and one evil Refolution, to another. He 
cannot reconcile himfelf, to part with 
the Gratification he doats on ; but then 
the Terrors of the Gofpel flahd before 
him, threatening Damnation to fuch In* 
dulgences. He may firft, perhaps, try 
whether this hard and rigorous Law, be 
not capable of a more mitigated Senfe ; 

wbcthei^ 
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whether the Sentence be altogether fo 
fevere and peremptory, as 'tis reprefent- 
cd. Perhaps his Obedience to other Pre? 
cepts, may attone for his Violation of 
this ; or however, he may repent of it 
fome Time hence, and fecure his Title 
to the Promifes of Chriftianity. And if 
he can cheat himfelf into any of thefc 
pommon Dclufions, he troubles himfelf 
|io farther. He thinks he has compound- 
ed the Matter, and brought his Sin to* a 
very good Confiftency with his Religion* 
But if he cannot fatisfy himfelf with any 
of thefe Expedients, there is no farthci: 
Project of Mediation between Sin and 
Duty, and he is reduced to this fhort 
JDilemma, he muft renounce either his 
.Vice,' or his Baptifm. And here, per- 
haps, he may paufe a little, before he 
takes the dark Leap ; he may have fpme 
Struggle and Confli£t with his Religion, 
before he can give it up : But if the Luft 
be firmly rooted, it will go on a Step 
farther, aqd fuggeft to him, that poflibly 
he has been impofed on in the Authority 
afcribed to this fevere Law j that all may 
be but a Devic^ of Prieft-craft, or a Con- 
' trivance 
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trivance of State to awe Mankind ; and 
when an eager Appetite and the Uneafi- 
nefs of an unmortified Defire are^ Direc- 
tors of the Inquiry, the Underftanding 
overlooks the cleareft Evidence, and the 
flighteft Objcftion will appear a Demon* 
ft ration. But ftill the Singularity of his 
Opinion, will give him fome Trouble. 
For Vanity itfelf, tho' it finds a Pleafure 
in departing from common Sentiments, 
yet cannot well fuftain the Reflection of 
being perfedly alone, and oppofing the 
universal Judgment of Mankind. He 
muft, therefore, perfuade others to ap- 
prove his Reafonings, and concur in the 
fame Conclufions. And if he has an O- 
pinion of his Parts and Talent at Argu- 
ii[ient, he will venture into the Field, 
and engage in an open Difpute with Re- 
ligion. And if either the Weaknefs of 
thofe he attempts, or the Averfion of 
their Lufts from the Gofpel, gives any 
. Succefs to his Applications, this he looks 
on as a decifive Confirmation of his 
Judgment. He has tried the Reafon of 
other Men, and prevailed in their Con- 
yiftion. He furveys witlji^^i^ Con- 

it' 
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quefts of his Underftanding j confiders 
himlelf as the applauded Champion of a 
Party, and muft not difhbnour his Cha- 
iader, by receding from any 'Thing he 
has aiTerted. And thus, fixM in the 
Scorner^s Chair ^ he defies all Oppofition; 
and triumphs in refolvM Infidelity. 

. This, we fee, is aneafy, natural Pro- 
cefs of our Corruption* A Man pafiio* 
nately engaged to any Habit of Sin, and 
,prepoffefsM againft the Duties of Chri- 
ftianity, unlefs by the Grace of God he 
conquers that Averfibn, virill be drawn 
On to aid and reafon in the Manner t 
have defcribed. And if none of thofc 
Remonftrances of Confcience, which rife 
in his Way, can awaken the Soul from' 
this Delufion of its Lufts ; be the Gblpel 
ever fo true, its Evidence will not fee 
i)erceiv'cJ, or will not be acknowledge: 
The Sinner will go oh from one Degree 
of Blindnefs and Impiety to another, till 
at laft he takes up with the Perfuafion of 
the Fool, and Jays in his Hearty thert h 
no Gqd ^ 
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And fmce an Averfion from the OU' 
ties of Religion gives us fo obvious, and 
fo full an Account of the whole Conduct 
of the Infidel ; and we can dilcern no 
real Ground for his Diflent ; no probable 
Motive, but this, for his profefliog it ; 
vre may juftly conclude, with our Savi- 
our, that the true Reafon of Mens re- 
jeQing and oppoGng the Credit of his 
Gofpel, is their Engagement to their Sim, 
and the Wickednefs of their Lives. I 
Ihall, therefore, look upon the Charge in 
my Text as fufficiently proved, and pro^ 
ceed to aflert the Juftice of the Seotcoce 
here pronounced upon it. 
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SERMON VIII. 

John III. 19, 

This is the Condemnation, that Light 
is corns into the World, and Meii 
loved 2)arknefs rather than Light, 
becaufe their 3)eeds ■were Evil. 

|H AT our Lord Has done no In- 

I juftice to the Rejefters of his 

I Gofpel, in the Altertion of my 

■ Text; that he has imputed 

their Infidelity to the only Motive which 

can accoiint for it, a corrupt Attachment 

to the Interefts of Paffion, has appear'd 

to us with u much Evidence, as i Cdn- 

P dufioa 
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clufion of that Nature admits. And, I 
think, we might venture to conclude^ 
without entering into aay farther Argii- 
ment, that rejeding a divine Revela* 
tion, fo attefted as the Gofpel, in com- 
pliance with fuch bafe. Motives, is a 
Crime deferving the Condemnation here 
pronounced upon it. But, among other 
Libertine Maxims, it has been much in^ 
fitted on, — That Faith is an Aft of 
the Underftanding in which we are 
wholly paffive, and which we can nei- 
ther dire£t nor reftrain : That he, wiio 
believes a Thing, cannot avoid believing 
it ; and he, who disbelieves, cannot help 
disbelieving ; and confequently, that a 
jufl: God cannot charge him with any 
Crime in either ; or inflift on him any 
Penalty, for a mere neceflary, involun- 
tary Aftion. Now, if this be admitted, 
our Saviour muft here have afted with- 
out Authority, and pronounced a Sen. 
tence without Commiflion from God. 
It therefore concerns us to obviate this 
Plea, and fhew from fome natural Prin- 
ciples, 

F. That 



juflly condemned. 195 

P, That reje£ting a divine Revela- 
tion fufficiently propofed and attefted 
to us, is a Crime which God may jufl:- 
ly punifh. 

Ipy, That the Infidelity of thofe 
amongft us, who reje£t the Chriftian Re* 
velation, is attended with all the Ag- 
gravations, that fuch a Crime can ad* 
mit. 

r% Then, I affert, that the rejfeSing 
a divine Revelation, fufficiently propo- 
fed and attefted, is a Crime which God 
may juftly punifh. 

To a Chriftian, indeed, who profef- 
fes to believe the holy Writings of the 
Gofpel, one would think, no other Proof 
need be ofFerM for this Conclufion, thaa 
what ariies from the great Promiies there 
made to Faith* For if we are paffive 
in disbelieving, we are alfo paflive in 
believing; and it can no more confift 
with divine juftice to reward the One, 
than to puaiih the Other. And if neither 

pa 9i 
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of thefe are capable of Punifhmcnt or 
Reward, tliofe two great Laws of Chriffc 
— • He that believethj and is bafti^ 
zed J Jhall be faved ; and he who be^ 
lieveth notj Jhall be damned ^^ arc at 
once rendered infignificant Aflertipns; 
And, I think, when thefe are taken a- 
way, the Chriftian Religion is difmifsM 
together with them. It is therefore 
furprizing, to find the Innocence of Dis- 
belief contended for, by any who call 
thcmfelves Chriftians. Whatever they 
are, I fhall, in this Argument, take 
Leave to confider them as Infidels ; and 
endeavour their Convidion from fuch 
natural Principles, as, I prefume, every 
Teafonable Man muft alTent to. 

That we are accountable to God, 
for the life of every Faculty he has 
given us, fo far as we are free in the 
Exercife of it, is a Conclufion which 
necefTarily follows from the Acknow- 
ledgment of a God, the Author of our 
Being, and the Judge of our Anions ; 

and 
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and is fuppofed in the Reafoning of our 
Advcrlaries themfelvcs, who offer this 
only in Excufe of Infidelity, that 'tis an 
involuntrary Aft. 

Now, tho' it be acknowledged, that 
we are wholly paffive in the aftual' Per- 
ceptions of the Underftanding, fp that 
what we do perceive, we cannot but 
perceive ; and what we perceive, we can- 
not, at that Time, perceive any other- 
wife than it actually appears to us ; yet 
in the Exercifc or Diredion of this Fa- 
culty we are fo far free, that we can 
either apply the Mind to any Obje£l, or 
take it oifF from it at Plcafure ; and be 
more or le(s attentive in the Confide- 
ration of it. Thefe are voluntary Afts, 
and, as fuch, fubjeft to Law; ; and fincc 
the Clearncfs and Diftinftion of our 
Perceptions, and even our Notice of an 
Objeft, depend on the Dire£tion and 
Attention of the Mind to it, for the 
fame Reafons that we are accountable for 
thefe Afts, we are alfo accountable for 
not -perceiving what 'twas in our Power, 
by a due Application, to have perceivM. 
» O J Our 
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Our Aflent depends upon, and is pro* 
portioned to, our Perceptions of Evi- 
dence ; and therefore is influenced by 
our AttentioiTor Inattention, in the fame 
Manner as our Perceptions arc. * A 
late Ornament of our Church, indeed, 
has learnedly, and, I think, plainly pro* 
ved AfTent to be an Aft of the Will, 
and not of the Underftanding ; but nc* 
verthelefs it muft be confefsM to be 
thus fer neceffarily determined, that what 
we clearly perceive to be true, we can^ 
not help afTenting to ; neither can we 
help diffenting from what we clearly 
perceive to be falfe. But then it can* 
not be denied, that we may aflent to 
what we do not clearly perceive to be 
true and diflent from what we do not 
clearly perceive to be falfe. Or if any 
Man be fo vain, as not to acknowledge 
himfelf capable of thcfe Def?Q:s ; yet to 
others, to thofe who oppofe his Con- 
clufions, he will be ready enough to 

impute them. If Men aft npceflarily 

♦ Wjr, J*m/s A^cowt pf 9»/f9n and fftfif^ 
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in thefe erroneous Aflents, why does 
any one ftrive to convince them? Does 
not every Argument we ufe for the 
Convidion of another, fuppofe it in his 
Power both to attend to and perceive 
the Force of it, and that he is under 
an Obligation to affent to the Truth it 
proves ? Whence then does this Obli- 
gation, fo univerfally prefumed in eve- 
ry Difpute between Man and Man, a- 
rife ? Is it not plainly from this Prin- 
ciple — That every Man, as -a ratio- 
nal Being, is bound to affent upon fucfa 
Evidence, as, by a due Ufe of his Fa- 
culties, he may perceive to be conclufive ? 
This then is a Law of our Nature, ap- 
pealed to in every Argument, and which 
neceflarily fuppofes, 

F% That there are certain Degrees 
of Evidence, which, as rational Beings^ 
we may, if we attend, perceive to be 
conclufive. And tho' our Eftimate of 
thefe Abilities be various, according to 
the different Capacities of Men^ and 
their Opportunities of Improvement ; yet 
in every Mani with whom we think 

O4 fis 
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fit to difpute, we fuppofe a Capacity to 
apprehend the Force of the Evidence 
we offer him. And in every publick 
Argument, we appeal to the conimoii 
Reafon of Mankind, as enabling great 
Numbers to difcern the Evidence of thbfe 
Truths we prOpofe. Arid fome Degrees 
of Evidence there are, which we pr^- 
fume every one, whom we admit with- 
in the Charaflrer of a reafonable ^Nst- 
ture, able to perceive. Now the Evi- 
dences of Truth may be diftinguifliM 
into Internal arid External. Internal 
are tbofe, which fet "before us the Cori- 
nexion or Repugnancy of tlie Ideas af- 
firmM or denyM of each other, either 
by stn immediate Collation of the twt) 
Ideas in Confideration, or by the In- 
terpofition of a third, which, as a Mea- 
fure fucceffively applyM to each, fhews 
the Agreement or Inconfiftendy of theiti. 
External^ which does not^ pretend to 
flic w us anjjr 'Cbnnexioii between the 
Ideas, but calls upon us to admit there 
isfuch a ConncJcion, upon' the Affirma- 
tion of a Perfoh who certainly knows 
Whether th«re is or not. This EVi- 

^ * dencci 
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dence, in its proper Subjefls, is as rea- 
fonable and concIuAve as the former. 
And he ' who fhould univerially ' rejeQ: 
this kind of Evidence, would as juftiy 
be reputed an idiot or a Madman, as 
he who univerlal1y'reje£);ed the former. 
In other Words, he \(^ho refufes to at 
lent upon Authority, in a Subjed unca- 
pable of other Evidence, and where nei- 
ther the Knowledge nor, Credibility of 
the Affirmer can juftly be queftionVI> 
zcks every jot as unreafonably, as he 
v^'ho refufes to affent upon Evidence 
from the Reafoh of the Thing, to which 
he can make no jufi: Objedion And 
when we confider how little the beft 
Underftandings do know, how very 
Mttle the Bulk of Mankind can know*, 
from the Iteafon of the Thing, even in 
Queftiorts of great Concern to them, 
we cannot but perceive, what Confufiori 
and Diftre6 human Reafon mufl be re- 
duced to, what ia Sufpenfion of all Bq- 
fincfs and Adion in Life mufl follow^ 
if we wholly rejefl: Authority as no Evi- 
dence of Truth. 'Tis alfo • ' 
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11% Supposed, in that Law which e- 
very Argument appeals to, that every 
Man a£ts with Liberty, in the Ufe or 
Direftion of thofe Faculties, by which 
he inquires into, and judges of, Truth. 
For if he were perfeStly paffive in the 
Exercife of thefe Faculties, 'twould be 
to no niore purpofe to argue with hirn> 
than with a Clock or a Weather-glafs : 
He muft go as he was fet, and could 
go no otherwife. And as we have ob- 
ferved, with regard to our Perceptions, 
that tho' we are fo far paffive, that we 
cannot but perceive what is aftually re- 
prcfented to our Mind, and cannot, at 
that time, perceive it otherwife than as 
'tis reprefented ; yet we can be more or 
lefs attentive to any Objed; we can 
dwell longer or lefs Time upon it ; and 
find, in continual Experience, that by 
fuch Attention we can enlarge, multi- 
ply, and often correft our Perceptions : 
So alfo with refped to Affent ; tho' we 
cannot help aiTenting to what we clear- 
ly perceive to be true, or diflenting from 
what we clearly perceive to be falfe ; 

yet 
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yet whoever refleSs on what pafles in 
his own Mind^ muft obferve, that he 
can with-hold or fufpend his Aflent, till 
he has fully tryM the Evidences of what 
is propofcd ; till he perceives Truth or 
Falfehood, either from internal or ex- 
ternal Evidence, according as the Na«- 
turc of the Subjefl: appears to require 
the One or the Other. That he often 
finds Reafons to recall his Aflent, or DiC- 
fent: And, whether he will confefs it 
of himfclf, or not, he will blame o- 
ther Men for Affenting or Diffenting 
without due Examination ; for fuflfer- 
ing Prejudices or Paflions to obfcurc the 
Evidence of Truth, or divert them from 
attending to it. Thefe arc plain Acknow^ 
ledgments both of Freedom in thefe Fa- 
culties, and of a Duty attending us in 
the Exercife of them. It is fuppofed in 
every Argument, that the Evidence we 
offer is fuflScient for Cenviftion ; that 
the Perfon we difpute with, is able, by 
a due Ufe of his Faculties, to perceive it 
to be fo, and that he is bound by the 
Laws of Reafon to aflent upon it. And 

for the TranfgrefHoa of thefe Laws, we 

are 
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are very ready to accule and reprove 
one another. If then we are thus far free 
m the Ufe of thefe Faculties, if a due 
Application of them is an Aft of Juftice 
we owe to one another, much more 
mud we be accountable for it to God, 
the Author of our Nature, and every 
Power of it. Every Law of our Nature 
muft ultimately derive its Force from 
his Authority ; and whatever Obligati- 
ons we and our Fellow-Subjefts mutually 
claim on one another, are, in their firfl 
fnoft proper Confideration, Duties we owe 
to him. And, therefore, when we ap* 
peal to Reafbn and Juftice, as requiring 
Men to beftow fuch Attention on any 
SubjeQ: as is due to ity to fufpend Af- 
lent or Diffent to any Propofition, till, 
according to their Abilities, they have 
examined the Evidence that fupports it, 
and then to proportion their Aflent to 
that Evidence ; if we mean any thing 
reducible to any clear Principle, it muft 
be — ^jThat God, the Author of our 
Nature, and Judge of our Anions, rer 
quires this ConduQ: from us. —^—^ And 
coniequently, we muft oflend him when- 
ever 
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cveif we a£lt contrary to thcfe RuIeSj 
when we refufe fuch Attention to any 
Subjed, as is due to the Importance of 
it I when we aflcnt to any Error which 
we niight Have dilceto'd, or refifl any 
Truth offer'd to us with fufficlent Evi* 
dence, and fuch as 'twas in our Power 
to have perceiv'd. But efpecially, when 
immoral Lufts and Prejudices are the 
Motives of fudh a Cdndud ; when, in 
Compliance with their Impre£Gons, we 
turn away our Eyes, and will not attend 
to Truth, or (hut them againfl the En« 
trance of it, fuch an Abufe of our Fa- 
tuities mull be difpleafing to God, what*^ 
ever is the Subject before us. 

But where the Subjed is of the high- 
6ft moral Importance, the Rule of our 
Actions, and the Meafure of our Duty, 
and the Evidence, which calls for our Af- 
fent, is fo clear and obvious, that who-] 
ever has Eyes, and will but open them, 
tnay perceive it ; to be remifs in our At- 
tention, muft be a great Offence. Even 
Ignorance muft here be voluntary, and 
tan offer no Excufe for Brror< But to 

fuller 
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fufFer any corrupt Motives to obftru£l: or 
over-bear fuch Evidence, and in fuch an 
Inquiry, is not only tranfgrefling, but, in 
EfFeQ:, renouncing the Law of our Na- 
ture, and bidding Defiance to the Au- 
thor of it. 

From what has been refle£led itap« 
pears, I think, in full Proof, that the 
Suggeftion ofFerM in Excufe of Infidelity 
is fiilfe : That Men are not wholly paf- 
five in Believing or Disbelieving, but have 
a great Compafs of Liberty, in the Ufe 
and Direction of thofe Faculties, on 
which our Aflent, and even our Percep- 
tions, depend. So far as this Liberty 
reaches, they are voluntary Afts, and 
therefore naturally fubjeO: to a Law, for 
the Tranfgreflion of which we are ac- 
countable to God. And fince the Ob- 
ligation and Penalties of this Law, muft 
rife in Proportion to the moral Impor- 
tance of the Subje£t propofed to us, and 
no Queftion can be of fo great Moment, 
as whether what is affirmM to be a 
Revelation of the Will of God really i* 
fo, or not ; it follows^ that to a£l; con* 

trary 
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trary to the Laws of Reafbn in this In- 
quiry, either to difmifs the Propofal of it 
-without due Attention, or to fufFcr any 
Lufts, or immoral Prejudices, to fup- 
prefi the Evidence ofFcr'd for it, is, even 
in the Accounts of Nature, the greateft 
Crime we can be guilty of in the Ex- 
ercife of thefc Faculties ; and conlequent- 
ly, fuch as muft expofe us to the juft 
Refentments of God. 

The Plea ofFer'd in Defence of Infide- 
lity from any natural Guilt, as an in^ 
voluntary Ad, has, perhaps, led me in- 
to a Procefs of Argument, which may 
icerti too Mctaphyfical. But my Con- 
clufion may alfo be dire£l:ly inferr'd 
from the molt obvious Principles of Na- 
tural Religion. 

Trat whatever God affirms to us is 
to be believ'd, I fliall look upon as a felf- 
evident Principle. And that befides the 
Natural Dilates of right Rcafon, God 
may farther communicate his Will to us 
by fpecial Declarations, either by imme- 
diate .Revelation to ourfelves, or by 

fending 
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lending Others to us commiffion^d by 
fuch immediate Revelation, is wha^ no 
one has yet thought fit to deny. And 
that ^tis poflibie for us certainly to know" 
v^hen fuch a Revelation is niade to our 
ileives, or when others f^re fent by his 
ComniilHon, muft alfo be allowed; be? 
caufe otherwife fuch Revelations would 
be in vain, and to no manner of Ufe or 
Purpofe. When, therefore, any Perfon 
produces the beft Proofs, that in fuch a 
Cafe can be given, or expeded, that he 
is fent to us hf Crod, and fpeaks by his 
Authority ; to refufe our Aflent to what 
lie affirms, is to contradi^ God, and cau 
liim a Liar. We are, indeed, not only 
at Liberty^ but 'tis our Duty, tp examine 
tis Credentials, by the beft Rules of In- 
quiry in our Power : But if there ap- 
pears no Defc£t in the Proofe of his Com- 
miffion. we are bound, under the ftriO:- 
eft Obhgatibns, to receive and believe 
him : And, to rcjeft his IVlcflage, muft 
be the greatelt Affront to the Veracity 
and Authority of (Sod; and, coniequent-i 
Ijy what his Juiitice w^l certainly puhiibt 

TiiAtj 
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That thole, among us, who rejeft the 
Gofpel of Jefus Chriftj are guilty of this 
Crime, aggravated by all the Circum- 
ftances which can render it inexcufable 
before God, is what I in the fecon^ 
Place afTerted. 

TThat they are guilty of rejecting a 
Divine Revelation fufficiently attefted, 
wc arc at Liberty to conclude, from what 
has been ofFerM in the preceding Dif- 
courfes ; in which I endeavour'*d to fliew, 
that we have all the Inducements to 
believe the Gofpel to be a Divine Re- 
velation, that the Nature of the Sub- 
je£t requires or admits ; as much, and as 
good. Proof as could be expedted, fup- 
polGing it had been revealM by God : 
And that the Objeftions, pretending to 
invalidate the Force of it, are weak 
and frivolous, and fiich as ought not to 
be allowM any Weight in this Queftion# 
In fum, that wc have all the Evidence, ^ 
that any rational Man can defire, that 
but Lord arid his Apoftles aSed by a 
Divias CoiximifiioA ; were theiiifelvcs 
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taught of God, and fent by him to de- 
clare his Will to Mankind : And there- 
fore, rejefting their Authority, is reje£t- 
ing a Divine Revelation, as well attefted 
as 'tis poffible any fhould be. 

From the fame Proofs alfo it appears, 
that reje£^ing this Revelation is (inning 
againft the cleareft Light, the moft ef- 
fedual Means of Convidion that could 
be required. The Proofs of the Gofpel 
are not only firm and conclufive, fuch 
as will bear the ftri6lefl: Examination, 
but, in their Nature, fo plain and fimple, 
that no Capacity is below the Force of 
them. Their Evidence does not refult 
from a long Train of reafoning from re- 
mote Principles, but we are immediate- 
ly led to our Conclufion by fcnfible 
Miracles.; an Argument, which, whoever 
has the common Senfes of Mankind, is 
as capable of apprehending, as the moft 
profound Philofopher ; and conlequently, 
refifting the Evidence of fuch a Proof 
can admit of no Excufe: It muft be 
owing either to Obftinacy, or a criminal 
Inattention, if it is not perceivM, and 
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Acknowledged. And agreeably^ tlio' our 
Saviour allows, that if he had not done 
among the Jews the Works which none 
other Man didj they had not had Sin ^ ; 
yet fince he had aftually done fuch 
Works as none could do^ except God was 
With him f ^ and fuch, both for Num- 
ber and Power, as none other, even of 
thofe who had been fent by God, had 
ever performed, he very juftly concludes, 
That now they had no Cloak for their 
Sin !!• And fince we have at this Day, 
d1 the Evidence that fuch Miracles were 
Wrought, that the Nature of the Sub-^ 
je£fc requires or admits ; and, confequent- 
ly, all that can in Equity be expected ; 
'tis as much our Duty to make the 
proper Inference from them, as it was 
theirs ; and we are as much without Ex- 
cufe in the rejeding the Gofpel, as they 
tirere^ 

. 'Tis, as We have obferved, a ferther 
Addition to the Guilt of any Error, that 
'tis committed in an Inquiry of the high- 
eft Concern and Importance. Had it 

t i^^ ^!^4f t JohB til. !• ti Joho XV. %2. 
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been a mere fpeculative Queftion, whe- 
ther the Gofpel U^ere a Divine Revelation 
or not; our Ignorance^ Inattention, or 
Miftake had been excufeble. The Theory 
had hardly been worth our Debating^ 
and 'twere no great Matter on which 
Side we determined it. But (ince this 
is, in the Nature and Coniequences of it^ 
a Queftion of the greateft Moment to 
us, in the Refolution of which the Ho- 
nour and Veracity of God are concerned^ 
and on which the Laws, the Meafures, 
and Event of our A£l:ions, our eternal 
Happinefs or Mifery depend- To refufe it 
our mod ferious Confideration, or to re- 
Cft the Evidence of its Proofs, muft be 
fatal CO our Happinefs ; muft be a high 
Contempt of fo awful a Meflage, and 
an unpardonable Difregard to that Sacred 
MajTefty, in whofe Name it is propofed« 

Bu T the Circumftance of greateft Ag- 
gravation in this Crime, is the Motives 
it proceeds from. Could it, with any 
Reafbfl^ be prefumed, that the Infidels 
we contend with, were induced to op- 
pofe the Gofpel by a fincere Love ot 

Truthj 
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Truth, a Concern fgr the Honour of 
God, or the Happinefs of Mankind, fuch 
laudable Motives might, in fome Mea- 
fure, excufe their Incredulity. One of 
the greatcft Apoftlcs of our Religion 
tells us, that he himfelf not only deny'd, 
but perfecuted this Faith, which he af* 
tcrwards preached. But the Integrity of 
his Zeal alleviated the Miftake of it, and 
recommended him to the Compaffion of 
God. And could thcfe Gentlemen pre- 
tend to aO: under the (ame Difadvantagcs, 
and be influenced by the fame Motives 
that he was, they might, with fome 
Rcafon, hope to obtain the lame Mercy 
from God that he found. Could they 
plead, as he might, that the Evidences 
of the Gofpel had never been diftinftly 
offer'd to them, that their Disbelief of 
it pi-oceeded from their Reverence to 
a former acknowledgM Revelation, in 
which they were confirmed by the Au- 
thority of their proper Teachers, and 
all the Prejudices of Education, this might 
be allowed fomething in Mitigation of 
the Crime. But alas! in their Cafe, 
there is no Colour for any of thefe Fleas. 

P 3 They 
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They cannot pretend Ignorance in the 
midft of Light. The Evidences of Chri- 
ftiauity lie alt open before theih^ and 
they are even prepoffefs'd in their Fa- 
vour by all the Influences of Education 
and Authority. Neither an AfFeftioii 
for Truth, neither Zeal for God, not 
Charity for Men, can give us any ra- 
tional Account of their Conduft. But 
(as it appearM to us upon Examination) 
the real Caufe of their rejefting and op^ 
pofing the Gofpel, is an Attachment to 
thofe Vices it forbids. They love l^ark^ 
nefs rather than Lights becauji their 
^eeds are evii. Their Infidelity is the 
miferable Refuge of fuch Crimes, as 
right Reafon and natural Cbnfcience 
fcondemn. They cannot bear the Re- 
proofs of our Religion, And therefore 
will not own its Authority, Now to 
reje£t a divine Revelation fo fully pro- 
pofed, and fo evidently proved, as the 
iGofpel, upon fach Motives as thefe, ar- 
gues an impious Hatred and Defiance 
of God J a Difpofition of Soul fo alier 
hated from Truth and Virtue, foapo- 
ftat^ from Good, and fo abandon^ to 

Evil, 
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Evil, as cannot but provoke, and de- 
fer ve, the utmoft Indignation from the 
Juftice, the Holinefs, and the Majefty 
of God. 

Since, then, the rejefting the GoC- 
pel of Jejus Chrijij is a Crime height- 
ened by fo many Aggravations, fo ut- 
terly incapable of any Mitigation or 
Excufe, from the Circumftances of the 
Perfons guilty of it : We are in Juftice 
bound to affirm the Sentence of Con- 
demnation here pronounced by our Sa- 
viour; and confefs, in the Words of 
the Pfalniift, Righteous art thoUj O 
Lord J andjuft are thy Judgments s for 
the TeftimonieSj which thou haft com- 
mandedj are exceeding righteous and 
true ^. 

Permit me, then, to recoiled and 
apply, what has occurM to us in the 
preceding Refle£l:ions. And, 

f Pialm cxix. i6i, i6i. 

P4 I*; 



« 1 6 The Reje^iers of Chrijitmity 

1% Since Light fs come into thf 
World i fince the Gofpel appears by 
fuch evident Proofs to be a Divine Re- 
yelation, let us rejoice in this Light, and 
adore the infinite Compaflion of God, 
who has voiichfafed this incftimable Fa- 
vour to us miferable Sinners, who fat 
In Darknefs and the Shadow of T^edth. 
And let it confirm our Faith and Perfe- 
verance in this holy Religion, to ob- 
ferve, how precarious and unfupported 
thofe Objc£lions are, which the Skill 
pr Malice of its Enemies have been able 
to raife againft it ; how inconfiftent 
with their own Conduft in other Ca- 
fes ; how deftruftive of the common 
Principles of Reafoning, and Meafures 
of Truth. 

2^y^ Since the corrupt Interefts of 
Luft and Paffion, are proved to be the 
real and only Motives, that provoke 
Men to refift and oppofe the Light of 
the Gofpel, we cannot but refleQ: with 
ilbhorrence on ^ Crime, fo bafe in it? 

Principles, and ib pernicious in its Con- 

lequences; 
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fequencesto our prefent, as well as fur 
ture, Happinefs. For if, even under the 
Reftraints of Religion, we have fo many 
pccafions of Complaint from the un- 
govern'd Lufts of wicked Men, how 
dreadful an Abode, what a Scene of Hor- 
ror and Confufion would our Land be- 
come, if all Bonds of Conlcience and ^.e- 
ilgion were taken off, and every Man 
were left to ad as his Paffions fhall fug- 
geft ? And, yet, this is the very Scheme 
of the Infidel ; this muft be the EflFeft 
of its Succefs ; fince, as we have fcen, 
the only Motive by which he is deter- 
mined himfelf, and by which he can pre- 
vail on others to concur with him, is an 
Impatience of the Reftraints and Difci- 
pline of the GcTpel. 






3^y, Since it alfo appearM to us, 
that Sin, as *tis the only, fo his a very 
eflfeftual Motive to Infidelity; fince it 
leads us on, by gradual and almoft im- 
perceptible Advances, from one Degree 
of Hardnefs and Impenitence to another, 
and can find no Reft tp its Fears, till 
it decermfoes in refolvM Apoftacy, lee 
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us fly with trembling from this dread-' 
ful Evil. For, as the wife Man fays, 
it will bite like a Serpent j Jling like 
an Adder ^ : Tho' the Wound at firft 
appears but fmall and inconfiderable^ yet 
the Poifon, infufed with it, will fpread 
itfelf infenfibly thro^ the Soul, till it de« 
ftroys the very Vitals of our Religion. 
We may, perhaps, for a Time, jby fomc 
little palliating Arts, fufpend this fatal 
Confecjuence of Sin, and fliift off deci- 
ding that great Queftion, Whether we 
will ferve God, or ferve him not : But 
this we muft at laft be forced to re- 
folve. An Indulgence to Sin, and the 
Acknowledgment of the Gofpel are, in 
|:heir Nature, fo perfeftly irreconcil- 
able, that, if ever we ferioufly refleft on 
the Event of our Anions, we fliall find 
ourfelves under a Neceflity of renoun- 
cing the one, or the others And if the 
Luft has eftablilhed its Dominion over 
the Soul, and will not be refufed its ha- 
bitual Gratifications, ^tis eafily feen, it 
muil prefide in the Debate, and will 

deter- 
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determine againft Religion. Let us then 
mortify betimes every corrupt Defire, 
while there is yet fome fpiritual Life 
and Strength in the Soul. Set a Watch 
on all our Appetites, and fupprefs eve- 
ry Inclination to ofiend. And to this 
Hefolution it muil efpecially quicken us, 
to refle£l, 

4^^ On the Condemation here pro-- 
nounced by our Lord, on all who de- 
liberately rejed his Gofpel A Sin a- 
gainft the Goodnefs, the Truth, and the 
Authority of God : A Sin againft the 
cleareft Light, and all the Motives that 
can influence a reafonable Nature; up* 
on which, therefore, God will afluredly 
do Honour to his Juftice, in the moft 
fevere Infliftions. And I cannot but 
fuggcft one Confideration of great Ter- 
mor to the Infidel, and of equal Sup^f 
port to the Chriftian, That fuppofing^ 
in the Event of Things, the Gofpel 
fhould prove an Impofture, as the In- 
fidel pretends ; yet the Arguments, up- 
bn which we believe it, are fo fair and 
concluiivp, the Miracles that fupport its 
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divine Authority, lb well attefted, and 
in their Nature fuch evident Proofs of 
God's Approbation ; and the Morality 
it prefcribes fo pure and excellent, that 
our Submiffion to it cannot be imputed 
to us as a Crime. He who believes and 
obeys it, may appeal to the ftrifteft 
Judge, with a juft Confidence, that he 
has done all that could be required from 
a rational Creature : That he has af- 
fented to nothing, but what carried the 
faireft Marks and Charafters of Truth, 
nor done any Thing but what right 
Reafon affured him was his, and every 
honeft Man's, Duty ; which, therefore, 
a juft and upright God cannot punifh. 
But, on the contrary, if the Gofpel be, 
as we firmly believe it is, a Divine Re- 
velation, the Infidel who rejefts it is eter- 
nally, irrecoverably loft, and ruinM. His 
Crime admits no Excufe, no extenuating 
Plea, which can offer itfelf to the Com- 
paflion of the Judge. 

How, alas! will he appear? With 
what Aftonifhment will he come forth, 
in the Day when he fhall fee that de- 

fpifed 
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fpifed Galilean J the meek and holy Jejus^ 
whofe Name he has blafphemed, whole 
Altars he has profaned, whole Religion, 
L^ws, and Servants, have been the Scorn 
of his wanton Railleries, exalted now 
in the Majefty of his Kingdom, An- 
gels, Authorities, and Powers being made 
iubjeO: unto him ? With what Confii-* 
(ion will he behold Him feated on his 
Throne of Judgment, and the Fate of 
every Creature fufpeiided on his Sentence? 
When he fhall fee the Heavens and the 
Earth pals away at his Word, and every 
Jot and Tittle of that Gofpcl he de- 
fpifed, confirmed, and fulfiUM ? With 
what Agonies of Guilt and Defpair, muft 
he approach the offended Prefence, and 
hear that terrible Sentence from his 

Judge, Thofe mine Enemies who 

would not that I Jhould reign over them^ 
bring them outj and fiay them before 
me *. 

Let us then prepare ourfelves for 
that Day^ by a fteady Perfeverance m 

*_ Iittkc xtx. s;, 

the 
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the Faith and Duties of our Religion^ 
Then Ihall we be able to meet with Joy 
that Redeemer in whom we have be- 
lieved, and receive the Reward promiled 
to our Faith, even the Salvaficn of out" 
Soth. 
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